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If that frost- eee Sanday echool wide has lain 
dormant all winter is not yet thawed into life, it is 
high time that it was. And when it once more shows 
signs of vitality, we trust it will be strong enough to 
resist all weather on shee time on. 





What did you get out of F last Sunday’s lesson ? 
That is the question ; not, What was in the lesson? 
but, What of it is now in you? What practical truth, 
what warning, what encouragement, did you gain 
from it, which you are making use of to your per- 
sonal welfare and growth in grace? 


“The English are just, but not amiable,” is a 
recent French writer’s summary of native opinion 
concerning British rule in India. However it may 
be in that particular, there are a good many people 
whose desire to be just cannot be denied, but whose 
reputation for amiability is none of the best. It is 
better to be upright than to be pleasing, if you can- 
not be both; but the most agreeable associates are 
those who are described a by both these adjectives. 


One of our best heaton sdinhede does wisely 
in reminding foreigners that we have in this country 
no self-recognized peasantry. Another sensible sug- 
gestion of the same sort we find in the new Philadel- 
phia manual for visitors among the poor. -It Bays : 








“The poor man’s house or room is his castle, just as 
much as the rich man’s home is his. Wherever it is 
possible, an introduction to each new household should 
be had through some neighbor.” Both these sugges- 
tions have value for the Sunday-school or parish 
visitor. é 

“If only I were somewhere else than just here; if 
only my companions and surroundings were different ; 
if only my work in the world were better suited to 
my tastes and peculiarities,—how much more efficient 
as well as happier I should be in my life!” This is 
the thought of a great many of God’s dear children. 
But what a mistake it is! God knows each child of 
his through and through. He knows where that 
child belongs, and what that child needs. He has 
set the station, he has fixed the sphere, of that child. 
And just there, with just those surroundings and at 
just that life work, that child can better serve God 
and find truer enjoyment than would elsewhere be 
possible. You may seem to be making a poor success 
of life in your present position; but of one thing be 
sure, you could never fill another place satisfactorily, 
if you do not fill this one—and fit into it easily, while 
you are doing its duties. 


Not all seeds sown spring up, and the sower doesn’t 
expect they will: but he expects a harvest, and gets 
it. Instead of being discouraged because every seed 
doesn’t take root, he makes a more liberal allowance. 
The word of God is incorruptible seed. We scatter 
it in varied forms. Sometimes it is a psalm, some- 
times a bit of history, sometimes a precept, sometimes 
a prophecy. Many of these seeds take no root. But 
one word of God may prove the principle of regen- 
eration to one who has heard multitudes of sermons, 
and has read the whole Bible, yet has remained 
unchanged. We never know beforehand which that 
saving word is to be. Thirty years ago a Roman 
Catholic school-teacher in Ireland took up a Bible, 
and his eye fell on these words, “ For there is one 
God, and one Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus.” He thought within himself, 
“ What a foolish thing it is, then, to offer ten prayers 
to Mary for every one to Christ.” Long ago he 
came to this country. For years he attended no 
place of public worship. But within a few months 
he has accepted the evangelical faith in the midst of 
great opposition, and shows a deep and tender loyalty 
to Christ as his Redeemer. He says that that text 
has been in his mind for thirty years. “In the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold 
not thine hand.” 

That a single honest act may be made the founda- 
tion of a long career of business prosperity is a fact 
with which the world is very familiar, but there is 
little danger that it be too often pressed upon people’s 
attention. A new illustration of this old moral is 
presented by Mr. Peter Carter, of Robert Carter and 
Brothers, in an interesting chapter of recollections of 
the book trade, contributed by him to The Publishers’ 
Weekly. The first express company in New York, 
many years ago, established its little office in the 
basement of a store on William Street, and began 
business on a very small scale. It happened that 
the very first bundle received by the Carter house, 
through the new médium of the express, was damaged 
seven dollars’ worth. The loss was paid by the 





expressman at once, though it swallowed up the 
profits of many days’ business. “It was well- 
invested money,” says Mr. Carter, “for it gave such 
an impression of the security of that mode of carriage 
as induced us to send almost everything by express, 
including not unfrequently articles as heavy as stereo- 
type-plates, so that we have probably paid thousands 
and thousands of dollars as the result of the prompt 
payment of that seven. And from that day to this 
we have not had occasion to make another claim 
for damages.” A prompt act of reparation benefits 
both the recipient and the doer, for when one has 
paid the price of a mistake he is likely to be careful 
not to repeat it. 


There is something very winsome in the fair face 
and open countenance of a young person who is 
unmistakably sincere and pure and frank, who evi- 
dently is innocent and guileless, and has a kind and 
gentle spirit. One loves to look at such a counte- 
nance, and is prompt to praise it with hearty enthu- 
siasm. “What an attractive face!” yousay. “It 
commands instant confidence. There’s no room for 
doubt there.” Yet, after all, the confidence which 
such a face inspires is limited. It rests on hope, 
rather than on experience. That is the face of one 
who has never failed because he has never been tried. 
He is a young soldier of fine promise. But he never 
won @ victory; because he was never in a battle. No 
such restful confidence in his courage and character 
is possible as in one whose face bears the marks of 
struggle, of endurance, of triumph. Innocence in 
contrast with virtue is as a blank page in contrast 
with a page written over with strong, brave words. 
You may admire the texture and tone and finish of 
a sheet of paper of unusual quality and beauty; but 
you wouldn’t find any such enjoyment in receiving 
that sheet through the mail with its surface unsullied, 
as you would have in a sheet covered with words of 
courage and cheer from one who had been tried and 
proved true, who had been weighed in the balances 
and found not wanting. A fair page of choice paper 
is a good start for a letter; but it is only a start. It 
is very well to have a bright and pleasing face in 
one’s early years. It is a great deal better to have 
the impress of victory in the struggles of life on one’s 
face in the later years. He or she whose face doesn’t 
grow beautiful in growing older is to blame for the 
failure. 





A STUDY IN ESTHER. 


Aside from the gain in a closer acquaintance with 
the detached portions of Scripture studied in the 
International lessons, there has been a great increase 
in the popular understanding of the history and 
authorship and characteristics of the separate books 
of the Bible, as they have come in their turn under 
the lens of concentrated thought and research in the 
Sunday-schools of the English speaking world. 

The distinctive features of each of the four Gospels 
are known to hundreds now where they were familiar 
to one before. Paul’s Epistles have a new meaning to 
the average teacher since they were examined in con- 
nection with the story of his travels in the Acts. 
Each of the prophetical books already studied in this 
series of lessons stands out before its students, as never 
before, in the personality of its author in his plice in 
the checkered history of Judah or Israel. The Psalms 
will be a great deal more of a book, from this time 
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forward, to those who have studied the six lessons 
from its rich contents during the first quarter of this 
year, in the light of the information made newly 
available concerning Hebrew poetry, Hebrew history, 
and Hebrew worship. 

And now Job and Esther are under an examina- 
tion more searching and more extensive than that to 
which either of these much disputed writings has 
been subjected at any time since its original framing. 
Multitudes now—instead of here and there a scholar 
—will have an intelligent opinion whether Job was 
written before or after the Pentateuch, and whether 
it is to be counted as veritable history or a poetical 
allegory ; also concerning the place in history of the 
Book of Esther, and its purpose in the sacred canon. 
It is not that all will have the same opinion, by any 
means ; but it is that many will have an opinion on 
points which they never considered until now; and 
that is a decided gain; for the more one studies or 
thinks about the Bible in its entirety or in its parts, 
the more interest he is likely to have in its teachings, 
and the more he is sure to wonder over its never- 
failing richness of wisdom. 

To take the Book of Esther for an example. 
Everybody has known that this is one book of the 
Bible in which the name of God finds no mention; 
and everybody is more or less familiar with the main 
incidents of its story. Beyond this the knowledge 
of the ordinary Bible reader has been very slight. 
Few have understood the peculiar reverence in which 
this book has been held by the Jews, or have been 
aware of the controversies over its canonicity among 
Christian scholars. Comparatively few have recog- 
nized in its royal Ahasuerus the hero of Grecian 
story, popularly immortalized in the New England 
Primer’s reminder, that 

Xerxes did die, 

And so must I. 
Fewer still have been able to discern any pre-eminent 
lesson in the story of Esther above the many illustra- 
tions of God’s providential care of his people, re- 
corded in the earlier historical books of the canon. 
But now all eyes and ears are open to gain a larger 
knowledge of this portion of Scripture, and they can- 
not be thus attent in vain; for whoever really wants 
to know more about the Bible can know it. 

While this subject has such general interest to our 
readers, we suggest a thought concerning a possible 
meaning of the story of Esther—if not the meaning— 
to justify its prominence in the inspired record, and 
in the esteem of the Jewish people. God was accus- 
tomed to teach the most momentous truths to his 
children by vivid realities in their personal experi- 
ence. The Hebrews were made to learn of the 
bondage of sin, and of the blessedness of deliverance 
from evil, through their slave-life under Pharaoh and 
their miraculous escape from his power at the Red 
Sea. By the impressive lessons of that night of gloom 
to Egypt, when the homes in Goshen were shielded 
from the destroying angel by the blood of the paschal 
lamb, they were told of salvation through “Christ 
our Passover.” In their experiences under Ahasue- 
rus there seems to have been given to them a lesson 
hardly less evangelical and important than that of 
the Passover feast itself. 

The Jews in Persia, scattered “from India even 
unto Ethiopia,” throughout its “hundred and twenty 
and seven provinces,” found themselves under sen- 
tence of death. Condemnation had passed upon all. 
Not one was exempt. Then it was that there came 
hope through a mediator. One who was of the 
royal household, of the king’s family, and at the 
same time of their own stock and lineage; one who 
in a sense shared the royal prerogatives, yet was 
brought with them under the law, and so was touched 
with the feeling of their infirmities, volunteered at 
the risk of life to intercede for the condemned people. 
That mediation secured, not an absolute and uncon- 
ditional reversal of the original sentence of death, 
but an assurance of royal favor, in a struggle for 
life, to all who desired to be saved. All of the con- 
demned race were privileged to stand for their lives 





against every enemy, with the help and sympathy of 
the king’s forces to give them victory. Is not the 
meaning of this story obvious to every Christian 
believer? Is there wonder that the feast of Purim 
as commemorative of its events was established by 
the divinely led Jews, to be celebrated for all time 
as scarcely less pre-eminent in their ritual than the 
Passover itself? 

The meaning of these wonderful types in the his- 
tory of the Jews was not always clear to those to 
whom they were given; yet the importance of them 
was recognized while their full significance was still 
hidden. To this day the godly Jew looks for the 
coming of the Messiah at the Passover feast, and 
leaves the door open for his entrance, while the 
rejected Jesus reiterates unheeded his reproachful 
call to their hearts, “ Behold! I stand at the door 
and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, 
and he with me.” And in the feast of Purim the 
Jew recalls the rescue of his race through an accepted 
mediator, without perceiving the truth therein shad- 
owed, that “there is one God and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus” —who was one 
with the Father, at the same time he was of “the seed 
of Abraham,” according to the flesh,—and “who 
gave himself a ransom for many.” Yet as the Jews 
count the feasts of Passover and Purim as of peculiar 
significance and importance, so it has been a saying 
among their sages concerning the Book of Esther, 
that “on the coming of the Messiah the prophetical 
books and the Hagiographa would pass away, while 
Esther and the Pentateuch would endure forever.” 

Do not such studies as this in the less familiar 
books of the Bible suggest the boundless wealth of 
yet unexplored treasure in the great mine of God’s 
truth? 





CHARACTER IN PERSONAL POSSESSIONS. 


We came into the world with nothing, and with 
nothing we must leave it. But during this earthly 
life the nature of personal character is very clearly 
shown in the choice of the material possessions by 
which it surrounds itself. These possessions, in their 
turn, strongly influence body, mind, and soul. If 
they are good, they indicate and develop good pur- 
poses; if bad, they display and strengthen evil 
desires. Moral duty extends to the things one owns 
or uses, as well as to the things he thinks or does. 

As we ought not to make a living by a dishonest 
or evil pursuit, so we have no right to derive gain 
from the less direct but not less sinful earnings of 
property and investment. He whose buildings are 
rented for evil uses, or whose money is put into 
improper enterprises, participates passively in what- 
ever guilt the tenant or the debtor may have. This 
rule extends from great things to small, from houses 
and lands and bonds down to the loan of the pettiest 
possession. We have no right to put our property 
in a way to increase the evil in the world. 

Our personal use of it should be equally pure, both 
for influence upon our own lives and characters, and 
for the extension of that influence to others. Gaudy 
or immodest dress is inconsistent with a pure mind or 
a salutary example. Personal ornaments, in conse- 
quence of their conspicuousness, should be guarded 
with especial care. An ornament which is vulgar or 
irreverent preaches a little sermon for the devil 
wherever it goes. A horse-jockey pin belongs to the 
race-course and the barnyard, not to the church or 
the parlor. Ornaments which mean evil, if they 
mean anything at all, have no right to claim exemp- 
tion from the evil impression they create. A good 
man or a good woman, adorned with a vulgar or 
wicked badge, is like a good soldier who carries the 
enemy’s flag, and then complains because he is sup- 
posed to belong to the hostile camp. 

The character of the surroundings and belongings 
of a house is quite as important as that of the chang- 
ing and ephemeral clothing and adornments of the 
body. Paintings, statuary, bronzes, and the thousand 
decorations ot the home, should be watched very 





carefully ; for every one of them exerts some influence, 
either beneficial or injurious, on the individuals 
under whose eyes it falls. A bad picture or image 
is like a perpetually renewed glass of wine, which 
inflames the mind and bears with it all sorts of 
temptations. A bad book, an objectionable period- 
ical, or an evil piece of music, is scarcely less destruc- 
tive, for its contents are all too quickly transferred to 
the memory, while the very sight of it kindles anew 
the fires it has lighted. Even if not yet read, it 
bears within itself possibilities of future evil, and of 
evil enhanced and defended in the reader’s mind, it 
may be, by the very confidence he feels in the moral 
worth of the owner. A good man’s bad possession 
bears more of his personal endorsement than he is 
always aware. It prostitutes all his other excellencies 
to the defense of one fault. 

If a man is responsible for the character of what- 
ever he owns, he ought to possess nothing, by gift, 
inheritance, or purchase, whose quality is evil. In 
too many a house there are little plague-spots, little 
nurseries of moral malaria, perhaps unnoted, which, 
so far as they go, make sinful every day of their 
owner’s life. They ought, therefore, to be rooted out 
as any other sin is rooted out. Fire and destruction 


still have a part to play in the Christian life. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


There are a great many teachers on the lookout for 
fresh methods of interesting and impressing their scholars. 
And most teachers have yet a good deal to learn in that 
direction. Here comes a call from a Massachusetts 
teacher. He has a class of bright young boys. He has 
seen frequent mention in the Sunday-school periodicals 
of “ Blackboard Exercises,” and he is exercised as to the 
manner and value of this modern help to teaching. 
Concerning his scholars he says : 

It. has occurred to me that the blackboard exercise might be 
very interesting to them if a teacher could perfectly understand 
the working of it. I have never seen the exercise gone through 
with, so I know nothing at all about the way to make it the 
most interesting. We have a nice room for it, with the black- 
board fastened on the wall. The rest of the school would not be 
disturbed at all. Now what I would like to know is this: Can 
a teacher learn this exercise by getting some book on this sub- 
ject, without any instruction? If a teacher can, is it best fora 
class of young lads; or is it designed for older scholars? If you 
would recommend this exercise, what work or paper would you 
advise me to take, which treats of this subject in the best 
manner? 

Our correspondent is in a hopeful frame, in his desire 
to adopt any new plan, or to learn any new method, of 
impressing truth on his scholars. But he is in a danger- 
ous mood while inclined to rest on blackboard exercises 
for the promoting of class vitality. In pointing him to 
the information he seeks, we want to give him a word of 
warning. A blackboard can be “exercised” altogether 
too much, even if it is “ fastened on the wall.” There are 
other Sunday-school workers than this one who “have 
never seen the [blackboard] exercise gone through with,” 
and who are afraid they never shall. We believe that 
nine blackboard pictures out of ten in the Sunday-schools 
of to-day are either injurious or worthless—injurious as 
misrepresenting the truth, or worthless as attracting the 
attention without repaying it. These crosses and hearts 
and circles and ladders and stars and crowns and rocks 
and ships and »ridges, and lots of other chalk outlines, 
have no such effect in impressing Bible truth as Bible 
words have. It is possible for them to be used to advan- 
tage—at times, and by judicious teachers, But commonly 
they are not so used. Yet we count the blackboard in 
its sphere a real help to the wise teacher. Ever super- 
intendent should have a blackboard at hand, on which 
to put a word or a sentence or a question which he would 
bring before his school; on which he can show the rela- 
tive location of places he is talking about; or on which 
he can build up his review <* *he lesson teachings of the 
day, of the month, or of the quarter. Every teacher can 
use a class blackboard or slate to advantage in a similar 
way. If each scholar has a slate, there is a gain in that, 
for the putting down of things worth fastening in mind 
and carrying away to be looked at at home. There are 
several books on the blackboard. Frank Beard’s “ Black- 
board in the Sunday-school,” W. F. Crafts’s “Through 
the Eye to the Heart,” and H. C. McCook’s “Object 
Teaching in the Sunday-school” are full of good sugges- 
tions; but they should be used with caution, and with 
the dread always before one’s eyes—and through the “eye 
to the heart ”—of making too much of the blackboard. 
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GRATITUDE AFTER FORGIVENESS. 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM WYE SMITH. 


Ten had the leprosy, one showed love ; 
Ten the Lord cured, but one gave praise ; 

Ten had the blessing, their sorrows redressing— 
One came to worship, but nine went their ways. 


Some are the Lord’s, a few in the earth— 
Yet for the whole was the ransom divine; 
Earth has the blessing; but, humbly confessing, 
One among ten was found— where were the nine? 
Jesus, my Saviour! a stranger am I; 
Leprous my soul with incurable woe ;— 
Oh, to my pleading give merciful heeding,— 
Stranger and friendless—a blessing bestow ! 
Now to my soul comes healing and balm ; 
Spoken the blessing—the blessing is mine ! 
Let me, returning, with gratitude burning, 
Low in his presence proclaim him divine! 


PROGRESS IN EVIL ILLUSTRATED IN OMRI. 
BY THE LATE PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS. 


The Bible, it is frequently thought, teaches mainly by 
direct precept, or by doctrinal statement. This is far 
from being either universal or extensive; the Scriptures 
rather set before us striking facts in the history of good 
or evil men, leaving the human conscience to its own 
teaching. 

There were what we may call heroic traits in the older 
Israelitish history : they stand strikingly out in the deeds 
of the judges; they appear in the sad story of Saul; they 
show themselves magnificently in the account we have of 
David, amid alli his sins and weaknesses; even in the 
fallen Solomon there was a redeeming munificence. But 
later all is dark, without one spot in the picture to afford 
the least moral relief. The climax is brought out in the 
mention of Omri: “he wrought evil in the eyes of the 
Lord more than all that had been before him.” And 
then the name of Omri is never mentioned more in 
history, sacred or profane. 

How rapid the descent of evil! We find the lesson 
taught everywhere in the Bible. It arrests the reader’s 
mind in the opening chapters of Genesis. How briefly, 
yet strikingly, are there presented the first great narra- 
tions of fact in human history: the creation of man; the 
state of innocence ; the divine covenant with its glorious 
substance, and its glorious mediator, although the word 
itself is not used; the temptation; the condemnation ; 
the expulsion from Paradise and the commencement of 
the long journey of human sin and human misery! In 
the second chapter we are immediately brought face to 
face with the picture of the bloody fratricide in place of 
the pure vision presented to us in the first: another son 
is born, but it is to an evil likeness and a sad inheri- 
tance. Then passes rapidly before us the genealogical 
death-record contained in the fifth chapter ; and the sixth 
opens with a description which is wholly and irredeem- 
ably evil. “They have done worse than all that were 
before them,”—the record is brief but clear. “ All flesh 
had corrupted its way upon the earth,” and God looked 
down upon the human race, and saw that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, and that “every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil contin- 
ually; or, as the emphatic Hebrew has it, evil, and only 
evil, all the day.” Nothing can be more significant than 
the steps of this trine descent. “The imagination,” 
(the picture, the invention,) “of the thought,” (the plan, 
the purpose,) “of the heart ” of man, or the great deep 
from which all flows. This at times may sleep, but it 
awakes, still evil, only evil, all the day. It is the heart, 
the mother of the evil thought; it is the evil thought 
giving form and lineament to the evil picture, as 
it fashions itself in the evil word or deed. Some 
may say that this is simply that awful doctrine of total 
depravity ; the only question, however, is, Can the 
language convey any other idea? It may also be called 
old theology ; but it is all contained in the words of our 
Saviour, “out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, evil 
reasonings,”—followed by a list of the blackest crimes 
recorded in human history. 

Even the thoughtful child must perceive this strange 
transition in the descent of evil from Paradise to the 
fiood. It has been verified ever since, except as God has 
interposed in defense of his own covenant, and from time 
to time raised a portion of the human family to a higher 
plane. It is the great word throughout the Book of Gen- 
esis, and all subsequent writings that draw from: that 
early source. “My covenant,” says God, “shall stand.” 
It is the great word which needs to be revived in our 
theology. We see the promise verified in Noah, and in 
the select heads of the patriarchal families; all is by 





covenant,—it is called in some parts of the Bible, berith 
olam, or, the covenant of eternity. It is the only ground 
on which God deals with men: it culminates collectively 
in Israel, and is at last renewed, from God’s own mere good 
pleasure, with his servant David, as we are told in his 
dying words (2 Sam. 23: 5). “Although my house 
be not so with God, yet hath he made with me an ever- 
lasting covenant, ordered in all things, and sure, for this 
is all my salvation and my desire.” This is the founda- 
tion of the covenant made with David’s greater Son, or 
the Hero-messiah, shadowed forth in the great promise of 
Genesis. He is henceforth to be the head of the true 
spiritual kingdom of Israel. It gives us most clearly the 
reason why, in the historical line of David himself, dark 
and evil as it often is, there was never a final withdrawal 
of the divine goodness. In this line of David there are 
many bright spots to which the mind can look with 
pleasure ; the formula is simple, but it is most significant 
when used of those who are said to have done “good in 
the sight of the Lord,” the on/y good which reason can 
acknowledge, or to which the human mind can aspire. 

In the other line which breaks off from that of David 
all is midnight darkness,—there is not one redeeming 
name; they kept on “ doing worse than all before them,” 
until the justice of God, displayed through the Assyrian 
monarchs, swept them from the face of history. 

YOSEMITE AND MONTEREY. 
BY J. H. VINCENT, D.D. 

Full arrangements have not yet been matured for the 
proposed Yosemite and Monterey assemblies. The Rev. 
J. R. Berry, Vinton, Iowa, is superintendent of trans- 
portation, and has arranged for very low excursion rates 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific and return. It is hoped 
that for three hundred dollars, or a little over, one may 
take a six weeks’ excursion to San Francisco and the 
Yosemite; but for the exact price of tickets, sleepers, 
hotels, etc., persons should correspond with Mr. Berry at 
the above address. The trans-continental excursion will 
leave Omaha Thursday noon, May 29, reaching Ogden 
and Salt Lake Saturday, May 31; leaving Ogden on 
Monday morning, June 2, will reach Yosemite by Friday 
evening, or, at the latest, by Saturday afternoon, June 7. 
The Yosemite Assembly will open on Saturday evening, 
June 7, and close on Sunday evening, June 15. Joseph 
Cook, the Rev. Thomas Guard, the Rev.G. A. Peltz, and a 
number of other distinguished workers, will be present at 
the meeting in the valley. Three questions will be 
discussed from day to day in a series of conversations. 
Two full Sundays of service will be enjoyed. It is hoped 
a tourists’ chapel will be dedicated, and some time spent 
every day in delightful excursions to points of interest 
in the Valley. 

The Monterey Assembly will open Tuesday, June 24, 
and close on Friday, July 4. Monterey is on the Pacific 
Ocean, probably about a hundred and fifty miles below 
San Francisco. The “ Pacific Grove Retreat” is a charm- 
ing grove, used for several years as acamp-ground. Here 
the programme will be much more complete, and like 
the Chautauqua programme. The assistance of eminent 
Sunday-school workers is expected, courses of lessons 
have been arranged, lectures are announced, and great 
good is expected to be accomplished by this meeting. 

There are in California many ministers and other 
Christian people who have desired for years to visit the 
Yosemite, but have postponed the excursion from year to 
year. They propose now to go with their families into 
the Valley, and we have reason to expect that a very 
large number of persons will assemble in that most mag- 
nificent of all the cathedrals on the earth; and we hope 
to associate with this marvelous place the study of the 
word of God, the mingling of Christians in blessed 
fellowship, and to erect a chapel as a perpetual memorial 
of the visit. The chapel will be dedicated to the worship 
of God for the benefit of the tourists of the world who 
visit Yosemite; an offering from the Sunday-school 
workers of the Pacific coast. 

The details of the programme will soon be published, 
and persons desiring information about it may address the 

tev. H. H. Rice, pastor of the Presbyterian Church, Sacra- 

mento, California. For information concerning trans- 
portation, I again call attention to the Rev. J. R. Berry, 
Vinton, Iowa, who will be glad to forward to all appli- 
cants bulletins making official announcements of the 
excursion. 


MORDECArS ARGUMENT. 
BY THE REV. DAVID R. BREED. 


It should be the first inquiry of every soul whose ser- 
vice is consecrated to Christ: “What is my work?” 





The work once perceived, it should be the prime concern 


to perform it, doubting nothing; for God, who gives the 
work, will give grace to perform it. Many in this day 
refrain from the service which God expects of them 
because their kingdom is contracted and their opportu- 
nity inconspicuous. 

Esther’s opportunity was the peril of a great people ; 
her kingdom the heart of the man who ruled from India 
to Ethiopia; yet her breach of the Lord’s trust (though 
the more disastrous) would have been no more guilty 
than his (or hers) whose kingdom is the affections of 
some humble soul and whose opportunity is its single 
peril. The Lord gave the life of Israel into her hand; the 
Lord may have given the life of but one Israelite into 
yours: yet the cases are parallel. The guilt of infidelity 
to sacred trusts is not to be measured by the importance 
of the work, or the amount of the responsibility. The 
laws which man makes, so discriminate, but not the law 
which God makes. 

Tried by the divine standard, infidelity in the least things 
is as gross a crime as infidelity in the greatest, if it be 
alike unfaithful: for, says the Saviour, “he that is faith- 
ful in that which is least, is faithful also in much; and 
he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much;” 
and again, “ Well done! thou good and faithful servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the joy of 
thy lord.” 

It appears to me that the motives which Mordecai 
urged upon Esther are the same which should be urged 
upon ourselves, that we, like her, may be persuaded to do 
the work which the Lord sets before us. 

What were those motives? There were three of them. 
Stated together they formed a crushing argument, break- 
ing down all opposition upon the part of Queen Esther, 
and evoking that noble resolution, “If I perish, I 
perish.” May such be their effect upon us! 

1. The first motive which Mordecai suggested was: 
That her politic inaction would certainly effect nothing—not 
even her own salvation: “Think not with thyself that 
thou shalt escape in the king’s house more than all the 
Jews!” 

It must have been a startling revelation to the mistaken 
queen! She had been excusing—yes, upholding—her 
inactivity upon the ground of prudence. At first sight 
her position is a just one; she certainly so considered it. 
It was not that she was indifferent to the peril of her 
people, but that she did not believe that she could help 
them. Her argument was this: “I must do nothing to 
incur the king’s wrath: and I must be now the more 
careful, because he has given me good reasons to believe 
that his regard for me has cooled; as he has not sent for - 
me these thirty days.” That was worldly wisdom: the 
majority of us would have so reasoned in the same cir- 
cumstances. 

But see how Mordecai exposed the weakness and the 
falsity of her position. Here were a whole race in danger! 
If they perished, she perished with them; and the 
worldly prudence by which she thought to help herself 
would be of no avail. Thus were the Saviour’s words 
foreshadowed: ‘“‘ Whosoever will save his life shall lose it.” 
So Queen Esther learned that activity was a better course 
than idleness, earnestness a stronger plea than indif- 
ference,—even in the court of a capricious king, and no 
matter what the risk. 

That is the lesson which we must learn. Much of the 
Lord’s work goes undone by those who ought to do it, 
from motives of mistaken prudence. The honesty of these 
motives is not questioned. It may be that those who 
cherish them sincerely believe, as Queen Esther did, 
that their efforts would only meet with rebuff and insult, 
The answer for such is that, no matter how sincere and 
prudent the inactivity, in such circumstances as these 
it never avails anything! Souls are going on to death! 
If you would save them, you must do something ! 

There are so many, like Queen Esther, afraid to use 
the influence which God has given them. Some of them 
are queens too; with a grander kingdom than hers, 
because they reign in hearts whose affections are undi- 
vided. But be they kings or queens, the mistake is all 
too common. They dread to approach those whom they 
rule by love, lest they should be repelled; they dare not 
speak to them upon the subject which lies heaviest on 
their hearts, lest some offense be given. And so, because 
of their inactivity, God’s work might go undone! If 
these souls perish, how will you esteem your undue 
prudence? Learn that activity never runs as great a 
risk as inaction; that earnestness is always stronger 
than indifference. 

We need the spirit of the man who became so impressed 
with the need of immediate action, that he awoke his 
sons at midnight to plead with them to receive the Sav- 





iour, We must be like the “imporiunate friend,” who 
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would not be refused, Yet it should be here remarked, 
lest we be misconstrued, that we do not mean to belittle 
care and caution in the work of the Lord. The Saviour 
tells us to be “ wise as serpents, but harmless as doves,” 
and it must be confessed that sometimes the “doves” are 
in the majority. 

And Esther’s prudence was not quenched because her 
courage was quickened. She manifested the same skill 
and forethought after deciding to plead for her people as 
before. But there was this great difference: she did not 
allow her prudence to interfere with the doing of manifest 
duty. The difficulty with us is that we too often mistake 
cowardice for caution, indifference for prudence. We 
say, “I do not think it would be quite wise,” when we 
ought to say “I dare not” or “I do not care to.” But 
we must learn that no prudence, care, or caution can 
atone for a lack of earnestness; that he who follows his 
Lord must be animated with this spirit, “If I perish, I 
perish.” 

2. Mordecai’s second argument was that the Lord's 
work would certainly be accomplished ; if not with the queen’s 
help, then without it, 

She would not save even her reputation by her inac- 
tion, but quite the reverse. It would appear that God 
brought her to the throne of an empire, gave her a 
grand opportunity, and she forfeited it. She had the 
chance to redeem God’s people from destruction, and she 
threw the chance away. God’s honor would not suffer, 
but her own. God’s work would not be undone, but the 
work only of his unfaithful royal instrument. “If thou 
altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there 
enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from 
another place; but thou and thy father’s house shalt be 
destroyed!” If the first argument was startling, how 
much more so the second. Andif there be any truth 
clearly taught in the Scripture, it is this: God’s purposes 
are not thwarted. “If we deny him, yet he abideth 
faithful, he cannot deny himself.” What he contem- 
plates will be accomplished. And though the queen’s 
infidelity threatens the utter ruin of his plan, it has no 
real power to defeat or even to defer its execution. He 
who enthroned her and her father’s house to fulfill his 
design, can dethrone them as easily, Esther, Mordecai, 
Xerxes, and the whole Persian empire, are but plastic 
clay in his hands. 

This view is very humbling to human nature, but 
experience has proved that human nature must be hum- 
bled before it can be of service to God. Esther is but a 
single illustration. As long as we imagine that we 
are of any importance in the eye of the Almighty, or 
that he is dependent upon our skill, our wisdom, and our 
service, we are only in his way. All that he can then do 
with us is to remove us, as Mordecai declared he would 
remove Esther, except she was willing to submit her 
judgment and will to the clear indications of his provi- 
dence. 

Here then is the second lesson for usalso. If you have 
a work given you of God to do, there is but one alterna- 
tive,—either to do it, or to be set aside. 

We shall not argue this point, the Scripture is clear 
upon it; and there is abundance of illustrations both in 
sacred and secular history, which strikingly enforce its 
truth. What is done with Saul when his kingdom is given 
to David, because he will not do the Lord’s work therein, is 
done on a smaller scale with many a private member of 
a church, 

The vineyard is taken from the wicked husbandmen 
and given unto those that will render their Lord its 
fruits in their season (Matt. 21: 41). “Take the talent 
from him.” 

If, then, you and I do not perform the service to which 
we are appointed, the reaction will be only upon our- 
selves. Souls will be saved, if not by our instrumentality ; 
God will be honored, if not by our means; Israel will be 
redeemed, though we may disgraced. 

The Tekoite nobles had nothing to offer when Nehemiah 
and his brave coadjutors built the walls of Jerusalem. 
And what is their record? Only this: “They put not 
their necks to the work of the Lord.” Let the inactive 
servant of God to-day inquire if he covets such a record. 
Let the professing Christian, who is able to influence a 
single soul for Jesus, say if he is prepared for such a 
sequel; to be the witness of work to which you were 
appointed taken up and finished by another; to see 
souls with whom you were brought into the closest inti- 
macy rescued and saved, but not by your instrumentality; 
others making the effort, speaking the words, offering the 
effectual prayers which the Lord God expected from you. 
Oh! if there be anything more humiliating than this, 
what is it? Esther brought to the throne to save Israel, 
and Israel saved without her. 

Yet such is the picture too frequently presented. The 





sons of strangers build the walls of Jerusalem, because 
her own sons excuse themselves; the inmates of our own 
households are converted by aliens, because we have not 
grace and earnestness enough to approach them with our 
plea. Then may this second argument of Mordecai come 
home to us: “If thou altogether holdest thy peace at 
this time, then shall deliverance arise from another 
quarter.” 

8. Mordecai’s third argument was that Esther had 
good reason to believe that God had brought her to the 
throne at this time for this very purpose,—to intercede 
for her people. If not, why this strange and inexplicable 
chain of circumstances? How comes it that a Jewess is 
chosen queen of Persia at the very point when the Jews 
are in danger? How comes it that the king loves 
devotedly one of the very race whom his prime minister 
devotedly hates? Nay, more; how comes it that to 
human view the Jewess is the only one who can possibly 
save the Jews? 

To Mordecai it was as clear as sunlight. If he could 
but make it clear to Esther,—if she could but see as he 
did, it would give her all the nerve she needed, even to 
approach his presence upon whose single word hung the 
life of queens and ministers, She would recognize the 
fact that God Almighty was behind her, and that he 
ruled the ruler of Persia. 

Esther, be of good courage! ‘‘ Who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this? ” 
And yet there are multitudes of souls who might 
know, just as clearly as Esther did, that God had brought 
them to their place in the world to do a certain work 
in the world, who never recognize the fact, and are never 
developed and strengthened by it. 

How came you to be the husband of that woman, the 
wife of that man? Who gave you those children, still 
without God in the world Who threw you into the 
company of that beloved friend? Who made you one of 
the office-bearers in that church, or a teacher in that 
Sunday-school, or brought you into that place of power 
or that position of influence? Who gave you the rela- 
tion of employer or employee with some unconverted 
person? “Who knoweth wherefore’—in any of these 
various departments of life—‘‘thou art come to the 
kingdom?” 

Yes! how comes it that in the case of many of you 
you seem to be (like Esther) the only one who can do 
that work, who can save that soul? If we were only 
on the alert to discover the leadings and teachings of 
God’s providence, how much bolder we should be! We 
should feel that God was behind us also, and that he who 
gave us the work would give us also the grace to per- 
form it. 

The perception of that simple principle, which every 
child of God ought to recognize, gave Esther the bravery 
to run her fearful risk; and it has furnished the needed 
stimulus to every heroic soul through the ages. God will 
not suffer you to fail, whatsoever may be the difficulties 
and dangers that surround you, until you have done that 
which was given you to do. 

Paul the Apostle was indeed beheaded, but not until 
he could say, “I have finished my course.” Jesus him- 
self was crucified, but not until he could say, “It is fin- 
ished.” 

Shame upon us who are not called to run such risks or 
to face such persecutions, if we have not the faith to 
believe that God will not suffer us to fail; who look 
upon our various positions and relations in life as though 
they were mere accidents, and who do not regard the 
providence of our God in every changeful scene of our 
strangely checkered life; who do not remember, as written 
by the Psalmist (75: 7), that “ promotion cometh neither 
from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south, 
but God is the judge: he putteth down one and setteth 
up another.” 

Such are some of the lessons which are brought home 
to us in the study of the beautiful story which we have 
read. 

In the whole Book of Esther the name of God is not 
once mentioned. It has, therefore, been supposed that it 
was purposely omitted by the author, that his readers 
might perceive how plainly God may speak to us, even 
when his voice is most inaudible. 

As Faber says : 

“Oh! blest is he to whom is given 
The instinct that can tell 

That God is on the field, when he 
Is most invisible.” 

Let such, henceforth, be our blessed instinct. May we 
perceive how God is, as Augustine says, Secretissime et 
presentissime, “most hidden, yet most manifest.”” May 
our lives be like this Book of Esther; that though in 
them God may not once speak to us by name, we shall 


yet be so conscious of his guiding hand that we shall not 
shrink from any duty ! 





ESTHER, THE EVENING STAR. 
BY GEORGE W. GARDNER, D.D. 

Esther is a beautiful and significant name for a beauti- 
ful and accomplished woman. Esther is a star, indeed— 
brilliant, steady, and raining a gentle and womanly 
influence on the world. As a star-character she shines, 

First, in her moral beauty. She was, without doubt, 
a woman of great physical beauty. “ And the maid was 
fair and beautiful.” But her physical beauty was only 
the shadow of a beauty of soul. And, as the shadow is 
always less than the substance, so all real beauty is soul 
beauty. A fair face anda comely form are but deceptive 
shadows, if there be no corresponding fairness and come- 
liness of intellectual and spiritual parts. Esther “obtained 
favor in the sight of all them that looked upon her” less 
by the grace of her outwardly crowned queenliness, than 
by the more precious grace of her inwardly crowned 
womanliness. The woman is greater than the queen. 
So the Poet Laureate of England, charged the late hus- 
band of the queen to 
“* Esteem her less for scepter than for ring, 

And count her uncrowned womanhood the truly royal thing.” 

Secondly, as a star character Esther shines in her 
pious patriotism, She never forgot her Hebrew birth and 
her captive people. In the palace of the king, sur- 
rounded with all the splendor of an eastern court, the 
petted and envied wife of the world’s greatest monarch, 
Esther was the same devoted and faithful foster-daughter 
of Mordecai, the despised Jew, the captive Benjamite. 
And it is plain that in heart she never turned away from 
the religion of her fathers. In the midst of all the 
attractions and allurements of a heathen palace her 
heart never veered from the pole-star of her early faith. 
The girl was mother to the woman. 

That is a star character, indeed, that can thus hold on 
in its steadfastness of faith and love in the midst of such 
unfavorable circumstances. That is a fixed star, indeed, 
that cannot be moved from its place in the moral sky by 
whatever earthly perturbations or baleful influences in 
the surrounding heavens. To the Jew, patriotism and 
religion were mingled in one complex sentiment. To the 
captive in Babylon, Jerusalem was always the city of God. 
To Mordecai at the gate and Esther on the throne, the 
temple was the expression of the love of home and the 
love of God alike. 

Shall it be less so with Christians? Will our religion 
bear worldly exaltation? Thanks to the God of Israel 
and the God of Esther that in our own country, at this 
very time, the woman who stands at the head of our 
social life—our uncrowned queen at the White House— 
shines on still in the moral beauty of her religious char- 
acter,—an Esther in her steadfast devotion to the religious 
principles of her earlier and less conspicuous, and there- 
fore less responsible, life! 

Thirdly, Esther was a fixed and shining star in her 
brave purpose to save her people. “If I perish, I perish.” 
That is the language of a brave heart. True courage is 
always self-sacrificing. Cowardice is but another name 
for selfishness. “He saved others; himself he cannot 
save.’ The enemies of Christ spake more truthfully 
than they knew. To suffer for others, to die for others, 
is the height of moral heroism. 

In the case of Esther, the purpose was fixed, the plan 
was all arranged. She would go into the presence of her 
royal husband unbidden. She would prove herself equal 
to the emergency. She felt her responsibility; she recog- 
nized the providential purpose of her elevation. “Who 
knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this?” “If I perish, [perish.” Brave soul of 
self-forgetting womanhood! How many Esthers have 
there been in the history of the Christian church? 
“Seeking to save.” O Sunday-school teacher! are you 
brave enough in your work? Will you run any risk to 
save asoul? Will you hold to your purpose, under God, 
to save that class of boys or girls, of young men or young 
women? 

Again, Esther is a star in the brilliancy of her exploit. 
There is a great deal of womanly wisdom in the method 
used by the queen to gain her purpose and save her peo- 
ple. I know of no more striking picture than that pre- 
sented in the first five verses of the fifth chapter of this 
book. It is the first great venture. The king on his 
throne, the queen in her royal apparel standing unbidden 
in the gate, the outstretched scepter, the advance, the 
touch, the royal favor. Then the simple invitation to a 
banquet; then come the subsequent developments, the 





successive banquets, the petition, the denouement. It 
was a brilliant stroke of political strategy, and yet with- 
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out deceit and without injustice to any. It was the 
wisdom of the serpent and the harmlessness of the dove, 
at least to purity and innocence. 

Are we Christian men and women? Are we doing any 
exploits for God and for souls? There is such a thing as 
a gospel strategy that is both wise and harmless, and that 
with the help of God, which was given to Esther, will 
always succeed. 


FOR CHILDR 


EN AT HOME. 
SOUP. 


The day was cold enough, as Hannah said, “ to freeze 
the legs offa cast-iron pot.’’ The snow lay deepon the pave- 
ments; and although there was a law that the streets 
should be cleaned as soon as the snow ceased falling, yet 
no one had enforced it this morning. 

In a little industrial school a group of half-frozen-look- 
ing children were huddled round the large stove in the 
assembly room, and amongst them were several whose 
bare red feet were aching from the sudden accession of 
heat. Two of the group, almost babies (one five and 
the other three years old), were crying in chorus, one from 
pain, the other out of sympathy for the little brother, 
when the teacher entered, and, approaching the stove, took 
the smaller one up in her lap, and wrapped the poor little 
feet in her shawl, wiping his tears away with her soft linen 
handkerchief. 

- Johnnie, the brother, kept quiet awhile, and then 
creeping up to her side, he said : 

“Mother wanted Phillie to stay home because he 
hadn’t any shoes, but he wanted to come and get his 
bread, and hear the children sing. So I brought him.” 

The poor little fellow had carried him until his arms 
gave out, and he was obliged to set him down in the snow, 
and let him try to run the rest of the way. 

The little school-room clock struck nine, and the 
teacher with a sigh rose and set Philip Pfifer down in his 
place, and, calling the school to order, opened her Bible 
to read the moraing lesson. Her heart was heavy, for of 
the two hundred children assembled before her many had 
had no breakfast, and nearly a// would have no dinner 
except the nice fresh baker’s bread which came every day 
at twelve o’clock, and was cut into large pieces and divided 
round. 

There came into her mind the parable of the loaves 
and fishes, and she felt with Andrew, “ But what is that 
among so many?” 

The lesson for the day was the thirty-fourth Psalm, 
and as she read she came to the sixth verse, “ This poor 
man cried, and the Lord heard him, and delivered him 
out of all his troubles.” “Oh! if Lonly had some money,” 
thought the teacher, “I would give them each a nice 
dinner.” 

After prayers and singing came & busy morning’s work, 
lessons that must be heard and questions answered, little 
heads and hands kept busy that they might get into no 
mischief. 

All of a sudden the mistress stood up in an excited sort 
of way, and said: 

“The boy who has on a good stout pair of shoes may 
come to me,” 

Every child looked down on his feet, then one 
boy about eleven years old came stalking up to the 
desk, as if trying to show by the noise he made that his 
shoes were extra good. 

“Come into the hall with me,” said the teacher; 
and in a hesitating way he followed her, wondering all 
the while what she was up to now, as he afterward told 
the boys. 

“ Chris, I want you to go over to the grocery store on 
the corner of Eighth Avenue, and get ten cents’ worth of 
soup-greens, some carrots, half pound of barley, a bunch 
of summer-savory, and then go to the nearest market and 
get a shank of beef, and be back as quick as you can.” 

The boy looked at her as if he thought she had lost her 
senses, but started off at once, as he was in the habit of 
obeying that teacher. 

In the same house with this school there lived—on the 
top floor—an old lady and her sick son. Shortly 
after Chris started she was surprised by a boy with a note, 
asking her to lend her boiler till the afternoon to the 
school down stairs. She said ceftainly ; wondering at 
the same time if that funny teacher was going to give an 
object lesson on wash-boilera. : 

I suppose my readers are as much puzzled as the boys 
and the old lady were, so I will let them have a glimpse 
at our teacher’s thoughts as she sat down after reading the 
Bible. “The Lord heard him, the Lord heard him,” kept 
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going through her mind. “Well! I wish he’d help me, 
then, for I want some money for these children the worst 
way.” 

Then she opened her pocket-book, and looked to see if 
she had anything extrain it; and to her delight she found 
sixty-five cents left from a donation sent her by a kind 
friend to help the children with. So she speedily calcu- 
lated how much meat, vegetables, etc., she could get for 
the money, and that being settled she began to get 
excited. 

Pretty soon Chris came back, and giving the parcels to 
the teacher, sat down in his seat with very large eyes to 
see what would happen next. 

Imagine his astonishment when the teacher commenced 
to scrape carrots, clean onions, and wash the rest of the 
things in the most matter-of-fact way, at the same time 
hearing the classes as usual, and, by means of a moni- 
tress placed here and there, keeping everybody in perfect 
order. 

At last their curiosity was gratified by the big boiler 
being put on the top of the stove and nearly filled with 
water. All the ingredients were put in, and after a while 
it commenced to smell very much like soup. 

Now don’t laugh when I say that there was made that 
day eight gallons of good soup out of sixty-five cents’ 
worth of material; for it is the truth, and, moreover, it 
was very nice soup into the bargain. 

The soup being made, the next question was how to 
eat it. 

The school owned a set of dishes, but one dozen cups 
would not do for two hundred children. At last a bright 
thought struck the teacher, and she said that at fifteen 
minutes of twelve o’clock the oldest boys could go to 
their homes and borrow all the teacups and tin cups or 
small pails their mothers would lend. 

Off they started, and before many minutes you should 
have heard the clatter they made in bringing the dishes 
in. School was dismissed, and as each child received a 
piece of bread, a cup of hot soup was dealt out to him. 
The tin pails came good for brothers and sisters, who, 
having a large spoon given them, could eat from the same 
dish. 

Although this was not a refined way of eating, yet it 
was better than being almost starved, and in the end 
led to a very good thing being done; namely, the lady 
managers of the school gave it a large soup boiler, and 
several dozen tin cups and spoons, so that the hungry 
children had soup many a cold day after that. Besides, 
they set apart some money, and called it a soup fund, 

So you see that sixty-five cents was like the loaves and 
fishes after all (because it grew so), and the Lord did 
help and hear that teacher when she asked him, just as 
he promised, and as he will always help you, if you only 
ask him in faith, believing that he is willing to give you 
all things whatsoever you need. 


FROM OUR NEIGHBORS. 
oniiualiieaiiiie 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL AS AN INTER- 
NATIONAL SOCIETY. 
[From a recent lecture by the Rev. Joseph Cook.]} 

The most effective international society of our time is 
the Sunday-school. As an antidote to socialism and 
many other modern diseases, there is nothing more price- 
less than the union of the young people of all lands 
under the molding hands of Christians worthy of the 
name and for the study of religious truth. The Interna- 
tional Sunday-school lessons are weaving nations into 
unity and creating a spirit which practically makes one 
body of allevangelical denominations. WhatI want isthe 
word “ regeneration ” uttered early, as the commencement 
of the temperance reform, and uttered by the interna- 
tional power of the church, so that the whisper of science 
on this theme may be heard around the globe. There 
are many ways of grasping a vine on a trellis-work. 
You may seize the tendril here, or the grape cluster 
there; but your better way is to lay hold of the vine by 
the trunk near the earth, if you would secure at once all 
its branches. There are three great words in the tem- 
perance reform: legislation, abstinence, regeneration. 
If I understand the theme at all, only he has hold of the 
trunk of the vine of reform who seizes upon personal 
regeneration as his central idea. 

The church that does most for the child will have most 
influence with the family. Seize upon any corner of the 
web of society and draw it out of its tangles, and you 
will ultimately draw out of tangles every part of the web 
of the world. But the corner from which the tangles 
unravel the most easily we call the child. The Sunday- 
school is the grappling-hook between the loyal under the 





supreme theocracy and the disloyal. I should be able 
to expel socialism from the world if I could bring men 
and women at large in society into God’s house every 
Sunday, and persuade them to give up their wills to God 
in total self-surrender. The short way out of socialism 
is through Nazareth. . 

I hope the day will come when we shall have only one 
postal stamp for the whole world. It is twenty-five years 
to-day since the first company was formed to lay an ocean 
cable. Russia, Great Britain, France, Spain, Italy, Greece, 
Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Prussia, are all united at this 
moment in a postal union, They are united also ina 
telegraphic union; and there is already clamor for a 
uniform system of weights and measures among all civil- 
ized nations. We begin to have proposals for the issuing 
of a postage stamp in the United States that will go to 
China and Russia, Italy and Greece, as well as to any 
part of ourownland. These results would have surprised 
Cesar; but the international study of religious truth is a 
yet more sublime achievement. How would it have 
added to the enthusiasm even of a Paul, when he went 
out of the Oastian gate to die, if he could have seen ten 
thousand times ten thousand in all nations and tribes and 
kindreds and tongues sitting down every Sunday to the 
same lesson, and at the Cape of Good Hope, and at the 
edge of the Yellow Sea, and in the Sandwich Islands, in 
Germany and in France and in Italy, and on these once 
desolate shores, uniting to study the same book! Thechild 
is the future. Show thechildren Sinai; show the children 
both the revealed and the natural divine laws; show the 
children Calvary; let them bow down in total self-sur- 
render before God as both Redeemer and Lord, and, with 
their hands locked internationally as now, he will bring 
the whole planet out of socialism, out of communism, 
out of intemperance, out of sensuality, and so near his 
own heart that the beating of his pulses will become the 
marching song of the ages. 





THE TEACHER’S SPIRIT. 
(R. Tuck, in The London Teachers’ Storehouse. } 

There is something in the spirit of the true teacher that 
is like an enthusiast. Seldom does a man do anything 
noble until he becomes an enthusiast in his work. All 
the men who have mightily moved the world have been 
enthusiasts. David, Paul, Peter the Hermit, Bernard, 
Luther, and Whitfield are ready illustrations. There is 
a wrong kind of enthusiasm, which has been the occasion 
of much misery; but there is also a right kind, which 
has been the source of unspeakable blessings tothe world. 

The enthusiast is the man of one idea, who has set his . 
soul upon one end; he bends every force of his being to 
the attainment of it, and on the very tide of his own 
passion bears others along with him. Paxton Hood says, 
“Every man is a fanatic who is a whole nature, self- 
devoted to one great absorbing thought, which becomes to 
him idea, imagination, affection, and ambition.” 

A Sunday-school teacher should be an enthusiast in 
his work. To him no scheme for the blessing of humanity 
should outrival that of the Sunday-school. He must 
accept of this work as worthy to engage his whole thought 
and labor and life. He should say, “This one thing I do,” 
and on the flow of his great zeal he should override all 
difficulties and persistently keep on in his well-doing. 
His zeal should indeed be tempered with prudence; but 
if the passion of the whole nature be not in the work, it 
cannot largely succeed. The root of failure in Sunday- 
school work is half-heartedness. 

And there is something in the spirit of the true teacher 
that is like a Christin. There is something peculiar 
about a Christian, something that marks him off from his 
fellows. Whatever that is, it is an essential to the Sun- 
day-school teacher. He ought to be a decided Christian, 
a professed Christian, a sincere, humble, and prayerful 
Christian. . 

The spirit of the Christian will lead to the setting forth 
of one great end and aim in our work, even the salvation 
of souls; none but the Christian indeed will see the 
importance of that great aim, or feel its absorbing and 
inspiring power. And another peculiarity of the Chris- 
tian is the spirit of dependence on divine grace and 
strength. Whatever else may be done by human energy, 
Sunday-school work can only be done in the spirit of 
Paul, “I can do all things through him that strengtheneth 
me.” The teacher must be humble, reliant, trustful, 
realizing ever his Master’s presence, carrying on all his 
labors under the banner whereon is inscribed the words, 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord.” 

Earnestly we strive to culture the teacher’s efficiency 
for his class work, but with tenfold more earnestness do 
we press upon him the importance of winning and of 
keeping the Sunday-school spirit. 
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LESSON HELPS. 


—— 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


[Second Quarter, 1879.]| 


. April 6.—Sanctified Affliction 

April 13.—Prosperity Kestored 

. April 20.—Queen Esther setnene 
April 27.—The Coming Saviour..-. 

May 4.—The Suffering Saviour 

May 11,—The Saviour’s Call 

May 18.—The Saviour’s Kingdom........... Micah 4: 1-8 
May %.—The Holy Spirit Promised ........................J0e] 2: 23-32 
June 1.—Prophecy against Tyre.......................- Ezekiel 26: 7-14 
. June 8.—The Valley of Dry Bones...................... Ezekiel 37: 1-10 
. Junels. The Need of God's Spirit........ peacdesccos Zechariah 4: 1-14 
June 22.—Consecration to God Malachi 3: 8-18 
June 29.—Review 


LESSON 3, SUNDAY, APRIL 20, 1879. 
Title: QUEEN ESTHER. 


GOLDEN TEXT: ComMIT THY WAY UNTO THE LORD; TRUST ALSO 
IN HIM; AND HE SHALL BRING IT TO PASS.— Psa. 37: 5, 


Job 33: 14-30 

- Job 42: 1-10 
«neues bether 4: 10-17 
Isaiah 49: 1-10 

Isaiah 53: 1-12 

Isaiah 55: 1-11 


SFSenereepe 


RRES 


Lesson Topic: Duty Confronted, 


1. Danger Recognized, vy. 10-12. 
2. Inducements Considered, v. 13, 14. 
8. Resolve Announced, vy. 15-17. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, April 14: Esther 4: 10-17. Duty confronted. 
Tuesday, April 15: Dan. 6: 1-10. Danger seen. 

Wednesday, April 16: Dan. 6: 11-17. Danger dared. 
Thursday, April17: Dan. 6: 18-28. Deliverance from danger. 
Friday, April 18: Jonah 1: 1-15. Danger in avoiding duty. 
Saturday, April 19: Jonah 3: 1-10. Safety in confronting duty. 
Sunday, April 20: Esther 9 : 26-32. Esther’s memorial. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Esther 4: 10-17.) 

10. Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him command- 
ment unto Mordecai; . 

11. All the king’s servants, and the people of the king’s 
provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether man or woman, 
shall come unto the king into the inner court, who is not called, 
there is one law of his to put him to death, except such to whom 
the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may live: 
but I have not been called to come in unto the king these thirty 
days. 

12, And they told to Mordecai Esther’s words. 

13. Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not 
with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more 
than all the Jews. 

14. For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then 
shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from 
another place: but thou and thy father’s house shall be de- 
stroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this? 

15, Then Esther bade them return to Mordecai this answer, 

16. Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in 
Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three 
days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; 
and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the 
law : and if I perish, I perish. 

17. So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that 
Esther had commanded him. 


Outline: } 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Esther 4: 11. The inner court.——It came to pass on 
the third day, that Esther put on Aer royal apparel, and stood 
in the inner court of the king’s house, over against the king’s 
house. . . . And it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen 
standing in the couri, that she obtained favour in his sight. 
Esther 5: 1, 2. 

One law.——-But if ye will not make known unto me the 
dream, there is but one decree for you. Dan. 2: 9,——Now, O 
king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not 
changed, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which 
altereth not. Dan. 6: 8. 

Hold out the golden sceptre. And the king held out 
to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther 
drew near, and touched the top of the sceptre. Esther 5: 2. 
Then the king held out the golden sceptre toward Esther. So 
Esther arose, and stood before the king. Esther 8: 4. 

v.13. Think not with thyself.——/J/ thou faint in the 
day of adversity, thy strength is small. Prov. 24: 10.—Then 
said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake shall find it. Matt. 16: 24, 25.——He that 
loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this 
world shall keep it unto life eternal. John 12: 25.——For the 
work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his life. 
Phil. 2: 30. Consider him that endured such contradiction of 
sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds. Heb. 12: 3. 

Vv. 14. Enlargement and deliverance. We were 
bondmen; yet our God hath not forsaken us in our bondage, but 
hath extended mercy unto us in the sight of the kings of Persia, 
to give us a reviving. Ezra 9: 9.——I called upon the Lord in 


distress: the Lord answered me, and set me in a large place. 
Psa. 118: 5, 


From another place. God brought them out of Egypt; 
he hath as it were the strength of aunicorn. Numb. 23: 22. 
The Lord shall judge his people, and repent himself for his ser- 
vants, when he seeth that their power is gone, and there is none 
shut up, or left. Deut. 32: 36.—~—The Lord will not forsake 
his people for his great name’s sake. 1 Sam. 12: 22.——No 
weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every 
tongue that shall arise against thee in judgment thou shalt con- 
demn. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and 
their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord. Isa. 54: 17.—— 
I am with thee, saith the Lord, to save thee. Jer. 30: 11.—— 
Except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved: but for the eleet’s sake those days shall be shortened. 
Matt. 24: 22. 

Thou art come... for such a time.——Now there- 
fore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me 
hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. Gen, 
45: 5. Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose 
right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him. Isa. 
45: 1. And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their 
queens thy nursing mothers. Isa, 49: 23.——He supposed his 
brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would 
deliver them; but they understood not. Acts 7: 


V. 16. Fast. And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself 
to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. 
2 Chron. 20: 3.—And in that day did the Lord God of hosts 
call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding 
with sackcloth. Isa. 22 :12.——Sanctify yea fast, calla solemn 
assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land 
into the house of the Lord your God, and ery unto the Lord, 
Alas for the day ! for the day of the Lord is at hand, and asa 
destruction from the Almighty shall it come. Joel 1: 14, 15. 
——The people of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, 
and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to the 
least of them. Jonah 3: 5. 


Neither eat nor drink three days. He was three days 
without sight, and neither did eat nordrink. Acts 9: 9.—— 
And while the day was coming on, Paul besought them all to 
take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have 
tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing. Acts 
27: 33. 


Ialso and my maidens,——I know him, that he will 
command his children and his household after him, and they 
shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment, 
Gen. 18: 19.——As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 
Josh. 24: 15.——And when the angel which spake unto Cor- 
nelius was departed, he called two of his household servants, 
and a devout soldier of them that waited on him continually ; 
and when he had declared all these things unto them, he sent 
them to Joppa. Acts 10: 7, 


If I perish, I perish. And God Almighty give you 
mercy before the man, that he may send away your other 
brother, and Benjamin. IfI be bereaved of my children, I am 
bereaved. Gen. 43: 14.——For he did put his life in his hand, 
and slew the Philistine, and the Lord wrought a great salvation 
for all Israel. 1 Sam. 19: 5. Be of good courage, and let us 
play the men for our people, and for the cities of our God : and 
the Lord do that which seemeth him good. 2 Sam. 10: 12. 
Whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will 
lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. Luke 9: 24. 

None of these things move me, neither count I my life dear 
unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus. Acts 20: 24. 
——I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusa- 
lem for the name of the Lord Jesus. Acts 21: 13.——Greet 
Priscilla and Aquila, my helpers in Christ Jesus: who have 
for my life laid down their own necks. Rom. 16: 3, 4. 


25. 


LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REY. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


Between the probable time of Job, of whom the last two 
lessons treated, and the time of Queen Esther, who now comes 
under consideration, at least a thousand years elapsed. She 
flourished in the period between the dedication of the second 
temple (B. C. 515) and the mission of Nehemiah (B. C. 445), 
which topics respectively were considered in lessons 2 and 3 
of the last quarter. Reference to the historical data in the 
helps upon those lessons will ‘be found valuable in this von- 
nection. 

Ahasuerus, the sovereign of the Book of Esther, was the 
Xerxes of Greek history. His father was Darius Hystaspes, 
was placed upon the throne of Persia B. C. 521, and with 
whom the new dynasty began after the extinction of the 
house of Cyrus. Under this Darius the work of finishing 
the temple was accomplished, he having issued a decree to 
this effect B.C. 519. See Ezra 6: 1-15. Darius continued 
upon the throne until B. C. 486, when he died, and Xerxes 
succeeded him. The martial deeds of Xerxes are fully told 
by Grecian historians, esvecially by Herodotus and Xeno- 
phon. It is said that the army with which he invaded 
Greece numbered 5,283,220 souls, exclusive of women and 
other attendants. This multitude was met at Thermopyle 
by Leonidas and his three hundred Spartans, at whose hands 
twenty thousand Persians fell, August 7, 480 B.C. Two 
months later the Persians were terribly defeated in the great 





nayal battle of Salamis. Themistocles, with 380 Greek ves- 


* 





sels, defeated Xerxes with 2,000 sail. This disaster was 
closely followed by others, which compelled Xerxes to aban- 
don the field and return home. About a year later, in Sep- 
tember, B. C. 479, the army of 300,000 men, which Xerxes 
left under Mardonius to carry on the war, was cut to pieces 
in one day in the land battle of Plates and the naval battle 
of Mycale. Soon after these disasters Queen Vashti was 
deposed by Xerxes, and Esther was promoted to her place. 
The plot of Haman, from the narrative of which the lesson 
now in hand is taken, occurred several years later, in B. C. 
474, The dates given in the margin of the English Bible 
are unquestionably erroneous. 

King Ahasuerus has been identified with several rulers 
other than Xerxes. The latest and most accurate investiga- 
tions, however, remove all doubt that the Xerxes of Grecian 
history is the person. This identification is further con- 
firmed by comparing the character of the two men. Xerxes 
scourged the sea and put to death the engineers of his bridge 
of boats at the Hellespont because it had been injured by a 
storm. Ahasuerus repudiated his queen Vashti because she 
would not violate the decorum of her sex by appearance at a 
public feast. He also ordered the massacre of the whole 
Jewish people to gratify the malice of his prime minister 
Haman. According to Herodotus, Xerxes held an assembly 
to arrange for the Grecian war in the third year of his reign. 
He also, in his seventh year, returned from Greece, and sought 
consolation in the pleasures of the harem. Corresponding 
events are noted in the history of Ahasuerus (Esther 1: 3; 
2: 3,4). After a reign of abont twenty years Xerxes was 
assassinated in his bed, B. C. 465. Artaxerxes Longimanus 
then came to the throne of Persia. He is the ruler who 
became patron to Ezra and Nehemiah, as appeared in les- 
sons 3-6 of the last quarter. 

The exaltation of Esther and her foster-father Mordecai 
would naturally be of great value to the Jews. Both sacred 
and profane history are silent, however, upon this point. 
Undoubtedly, great advantages did accrue to them, as the 
Book of Esther shows; but Xerxes probably concerned him- 
self but little for their good because of his own tastes, and of 
the depressed condition of his resources after his reverses in 
Greece. The Book of Esther should be carefully read in 
this connection for the historic light it sheds. In the Apoc- 
rypha of the English Bible there is a portion designated, 
“The rest of the chapters of the Book of Esther, which are 
found neither in the Hebrew or the Chaldee.” This comprises 
a supplement to chapter 10 of the canonical book, and five 
additional chapters. This addition is really a mass of frag- 
ments interpolated in the Greek version ata late date, and 
gathered into this form by Jerome in the fourth century of 
the Christian era. 

The Jewish feast of Purim was instituted to commemorate 
the deliverance of the Jews from Haman’s plot. Seé Esther 9: 
20-32. The tenacity with which the Jews have clung to this 
ceremony, in all lands and in all the intervening years, is a 
strong proof of the: historic accuracy and the canonical 
authority of the Book of Esther. In the modern observances 
of this feast joy and thanksgiving abound, and the Book of 
Esther is read. When the reader comes to the name of 
Haman, there is an ontburst of objurgation upon him and 
his name, accompanied with other noises and acts expressive 
of contempt. Feasting and festivity close the ceremonies. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY C. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION, 


(10.) And Esther said to Hatak, and gave him command- 
ment to Mordecai: (11.) “All the king’s servants and the 
people of the king’s provinces know that whosoever, whether 
mau or woman, shall come to the king into the inner court 
without being called, there is one law for him, that he shall 
be put to death, except such to whom the king shall hold 
out the golden scepter, that he may live; and I have not 
been called to go in to the king these thirty days.” (12.) 
And they told Mordecai Esther’s words. (13.) And Mordecai 
sent back word to Esther: “Think not to thyself to escape 
in the king’s house more than all the Jews: (14.) For if 
thou keep silent at this time, relief and escape shall arise to 
the Jews from another place, and thou and thy father’s house 
shall perish; and who knows whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?” (15.) And Esther sent 
back word to Mordecai: (16.) “Go, assemble all the Jews 
that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and do not 
eat nor drink three days, night or day; I also and my 
maidens will thus fast; and so will I go in to the king, which 
is not according to the law, and if I perish, I perish.” (17.) 
And Mordecai went away, and did according to all that 
Esther commanded him. 

CONTEST OF THE LESSON, 

The striking story of the Book of Esther is familiar: 
Ahasuerus, king of Persia, makes a six months’ feast to his 
nobles and officials in Shushan, and afterwards feasts the 
people a week, the queen Vashti at the same time entertain- 
ing the women, it being the custom that the two sexes should 
not eat together in public. On the seventh day the king, 
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flushed with wine (no doubt intoxicated, for the Persians 
used to drink to excess at their feasts), ordered the queen to 
appear before the drunken assembly, but she properly declined 
to violate custom and the dignity of her sex, and refused to 
come. The king, angered by her disobedience, deposed her 
from the royal dignity, and three years later (in the sixth 
year of his reign) determined to select another queen. 
From among all the maidens brought for this purpose from 
all parts of the Persian empire, the king’s choice fell on a 
Jewess named Hadassah (“myrtle”), bearing also the 
Persian name Esther (“star”), and the royal crown was 
placed on her head in the seventh year of the king’s reign. 
She was an orphan, brought up by her cousin Mordecai, 
who seems to have filled some humble office in the palace, 
perhaps that of porter (and he was not improbably a eunuch, 
since he had partial access to the women’s apartment) ; his 
position in the royal household had, no doubt, suggested to 
him the possibility of seating his young kinswomanand ward 
on the throne, and thus securing a powerful friend for his 
people; and for fear of exciting prejudice, he enjoined on her 
not to make known her nationality. But he himself was the 
occasion of a great peril to his people, by haughtily and 
stubbornly refusing to show the customary respect to the 
king’s powerful favorite Haman; and the latter, exasperated 
by this conduct, determined to destroy all the Jews in the 
empire (for Mordecai had let it be known that he was a Jew, 
but not that he was a kinsman of the queen). Accordingly, 
in the twelfth year of Ahasuerus’s reign, when Esther had 
been queen five years, Haman got the royal signature to a 
decree for the destruction of the Jews in all the provinces, 
men, women, and children, on the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month (Adar), which corresponds to our February- 
March. When Mordecai learned of this, he was overwhelmed 
with grief, and sent information of Haman’s design to Esther. 
Our lesson tells how she received the information, and how, 
in obedience to Mordecai’s appeal, she determined to plead 
her people’s cause before the king. She ventures unsum- 
moned into the royal presence, is graciously received, and 
obtains the king’s promise to come with Haman to a banquet 
that she has prepared. At this banquet she does not make 
known her request, but invites her two guests to another 
banquet the next day, when she promises to say what it is 
she wants. Her purpose in thus delaying her petition was 
apparently to re-establish her influence over the king by her 
presence and by the rich feast she offered him. Haman went 
away greatly elated at the special honor shown him; but, 
happening to pass Mordecai on his way from the palace, he 
was angered anew by the latter’s contemptuous conduct 
toward him, and, on consultation with his friends, determined 
to get an order from the king the next day for his enemy’s 
execution, and, feeling sure of success, prepared a post 
seventy-five feet high on which to impale or crucify him. 
The next day is the crisis of the history. Haman goes to 
the palace with eager anticipations of triumph, only to find 
himself foiled at ‘every point and finally abandoned to 
destruction. First he is forced to do honor to his hated 
enemy Mordecai, and then at the banquet he is declared by 
the queen to be the enemy who is seeking her life, and that 
of her people, and the angry king hands him over to the 
executioners ; he is impaled on the post that he had prepared 
for Mordecai. The king then put Mordecai in Haman’s 
place as prime minister, and granted permission to the Jews 
to defend themselves against their enemies, which they did 
successfully when the day appointed by Haman for the 
attack on them came round, the thirteenth of Adar; and 
the two following days were set apart for the joyful feast of 
Purim, which is still observed with curious ceremonies by 
the Jews. 

The king of this book is now generally thought to be 
Xerxes, of whose Persian name (Khshayarsha) the Hebrew 
name here employed (Achashwerosh, Ahasuerus) is a toler- 
ably accurate transcription. As Xerxes ascended the throne 
B. C. 486, the narrative of the book begins B. C. 483, the 
arrival of Esther in the harem is 480, her selection as queen 
479, and Haman’s attempt at the destruction of the Jews 
B. C. 474; the date of our lesson would be the first or second 
month of this year. The immediate object of the book is to 
explain the origin of the feast of Purim, in doing which it 
gives a picture of God’s providential care over Israel, even 
when they were scattered as a conquered people in a strange 
land. The providential instrument of deliverance is Esther, 
and our lesson narrates her decisive determination at the 
crisis of her people’s fate. 

NOTES. 

Verse 10.—Hatak was the chamberlain (eunuch) appointed 
to attend especially on Esther (verse 5), and it was through 
him that the humble official Mordecai held communication 
with his adopted daughter, the queen. Mordecai had sent 
him to Esther with a copy of the decree of destruction, and 
a charge that she should go before the king, and try to 
avert from the Jews the threatened calamity (verse 8); this, 
he saw, was the only present hope of escape for them. But 
there was a difficulty in the way of which he probably did 
not know. It will be understood that though Mordecai, as 
a lower officer of the royal palace (chap. 2: 21), and a 





eunuch, had access to the entrance to the women’s apartment 
(2: 11), that would not give him the right to approach the 
queen, his relationship with whom was not known. 

Verse 11—The difficulty in Esther's way. This was 
simply that it was death to enter the king’s inner court unsum- 
moned by him, and that she had not been summoned for a 
month, and it was not likely, she intimates, that she would 
be called soon. She speaks of this rule of approach to the 
king as a thing generally known: all the king’s servants (the 
officers of the court and of the government in general), and, 
to show that it is a universally understood regulation, all the 
people of the king’s provinces, in a word, the whole empire, 
knew it; it is, therefore, not a thing to be lightly dealt with. 
— Without being called. This is the only place where the custom 
or rule is mentioned in this form; Herodotus says (3: 118) 
that none but one of the seven chief families could enter the 
king’s presence unannounced; this goes farther, and says 
that a summons from the king in the first instance was neces- 
sary. And Esther had smal! hope that the king would sum- 
mon her; he seemed to have forgotten her, or no longer to 
have for her the special affection described in chapter 2: 17: 
And I have not been called to go in to the king these thirty days. 
On account of the number of wives of the Persian king 
(sometimes several hundred, though there was one principal 
wife, the queen), many of them would lead lives of compara- 
tive seclusion, rarely seeing him ; their favor with him was 
largely a matter of caprice on his part, and no one of them 
would dare to intrude on his privacy. Thus Esther not 
improbably thought that some of the other wives had now 
attracted the king’s attention, and she could hardly expect a 
message from him. And, as was said above, to go and 
demand a general audience without being summoned was 
death. There was, indeed, one chance for the rash person 
who should thus venture uncalled into the royal presence : 
all incurred the death-penalty except such to whom the king 
shall hold out the golden scepter, that he may live. Inthe pictures 
at Persepolis the king appears with a rod or scepter in his 
hand as the badge of authority, and the extension of this 
toward the suppliant symbolized and signified the gracious 
pledge of the royal favor. This was buta slight chance, and 
Esther seems not to hope much from it. The tnner court is 
here apparently the audience-room, situated in a secluded 
part of the palace; its position will best be shown by a 
diagram. ; 

Verse 12, 13.—Mordecai’s reply, probably sent by Hatak 
(verse 10). Mordecai seems to take Esther’s answer as a 
virtual refusal to seek an audience of the king, and there- 
fore now appeals to her self-interest. Apparently he suspects 
that she trusts to her royal position to screen her from the 
destruction that might overtake her people, and he hastens 
to say that this will not save her: think not to thyself to escape 
in the king’s house more than all the Jews; that is, think not 
that residence in the palace, or membership in the king’s 
household, or even a position so exalted as thine, will save 
any one; he takes it for granted that every Jew’s nationality 
will become known, and Esther’s with the rest, and that 
Haman’s hatred will spare nobody. 


Verse 14.—Mordecai’s first appeal to Esther in the pre- 
ceding verse is to her self-interest ; if the Jews are destroyed, 
he urges, she will be involved in the destruction, and there- 
fore she need not hesitate to run a great risk now in seeking 
unbidden an audience of the king. But now he adds a 
second argument based on his conviction that the Jews will 
not perish, however great the peril to which they may be 
exposed. On the contrary, the nation will be somehow 
saved, but Esther, as a punishment for her selfish cowardice, 
will perish with her father’s house; and therefore, to avoid 
this fate, she must pluck up courage and dare something for 
her people and herself. For (introducing the ground of the 
preceding statement) if thou keep silent (the verb is emphatic, 
as the “altogether” of the English version is designed to 
express—if thou actually finally refuse to speak to the king) 
at this time (this time of supreme need, when, if ever in thy 
life, thou shouldst speak), relief and escape shall arise to the 
Jews from another place, that is, somehow or other they will 
be delivered from Haman’s scheme; how it will be, he 
doesn’t say, and doesn’t know, but he is sure it will be so. 
We should here expect him to say that God would deliver 
his people, or in some way to indicate that his trust was in 
the divine Providence that had so long watched over Ffrael. 
But neither in this verse nor anywhere else in the book is 


there any express reference to divine Providence, or to any 


superhuman control of human fortunes, nor does any divine 
name occur (the people also are never called “ Israel,” the 
special theocratic name, connected with their covenant-rela- 
tion with Jehovah, but always “the Jews”). Various ex- 
planations of this fact have been offered. It has been sup- 
posed that the materials of the book were taken from the 
Persian archives (9:32; 10: 2), and that this explains 
the absence of the name of God; but such private occur- 
rences as the subject of our lesson would hardly be gotten 
from public archives (rather from the report of the actors), 
and, besides, the Persians did freely use the divine name in 
their public documents (compare Ezra 1:2). An old opin- 
ion is that the author of the book omitted the sacred name 








for fear it should be desecrated by the heathen; but the book 

was written for Jews, and would be found only in their 

hands. Still another view is that when the book was written, 

the Jews had advanced from their old child-like simplicity 

and outspokenness in religious things, and with their devel- 

oped self-consciousness, had acquired reticence in respect to 

things supernatural and divine, choosifg, out of their pro- 

found respect for the divine controller of events, tacitly to 

assume his providential care, but to avoid mentioning his 

name. There may be some truth in this suggestion, though 

that it cannot be pressed far is shown by the fact that in 

other books written about the same time with this there is a 

more or less free reference to divine Providence. The sim- 

plest explanation seems to be that the writer, intending to 

account for the establishment of the feast of Purim and to 

recommend it to his countrymen, is thinking mainly of the 

actual occurrences, and confines himself to setting these 

down. This does not exclude the view that the narrative is 

at the same time a history of providential events. It can 

hardly be supposed that a patriotic Jew of that time (from 

the fourth century B. C. on) could fail to see the hand of 

God in this remarkable experience of his people, as also such 

persons as Mordecai and Esther would certainly call to mind 

his former mercies, and look to him for help. But the 

writer, full of the events, contents himself with narrating 

them (in a very strikingly dramatic and interesting manner), 

and also represents the chief personages merely in their 

actual, visible doings. At the same time he cannot but be 

aware that he is giving a story very much like that of 
Joseph in Egypt and Daniel in Babylon,—a picture of won- 

derful deliverance which, like all other experiences in life, 

must be referred to God. When, then, Mordecai says that, 

if Esther prove unfaithful, relief and escape from the threat- 

ened peril will come to the Jews “from another piace,” we 

may understand him as meaning that God will raise up 

another instrument for their deliverance, though no such 

instrument is now visible. His confidence in this result is 

noteworthy; he is perfectly sure that the Jews cannot be 

destroyed ; and this confidence can be explained satisfactorily 

only by supposing that he regards them as the chosen people 
of God and under his special watch-care. He says further 
to Esther: if thou abandon thy people now, they indeed 
shall be saved, God is independent of thee, but thou and thy 
father’s house shall ‘perish. Whether he was thinking only of 
a general punishment of unfaithfulness, and speaks in a 
half-prophetic tone, or had in mind some specific evil fate 
for her, which he foresaw from the circumstances, does not 
appear from the narrative. The reference to her “father’s 
house” rather suggests that he is referring to a providential 
punishment; of her kindred nothing further is said; she 
herself was an orphan adopted by her cousin Mordecai. 
One other argument Mordecai now adds to urge Esther to 
action; namely, that she had perhaps attained the royal: 
dignity for just such an emergency as this. Such seems the 
more probable meaning of the clause rendered, and who knows 
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this? 
Here also we should expect some reference to God’s provi- 
dence ; but the language is a simple description of the visible 
fact, merely phenomenal, so to speak,—somewhat, perhaps, as 
now also pious men often speak of facts simply in their 
visible relations, without mention of a higher power, while 
yet their underlying thought recognizes God in everything. 
Mordecai’s direct appeal here, however, is to the manifest 
appropriateness of some effort on Esther's part; he urges 
that circumstances have put her in position to act, it is as if 
she had come to the throne for this very conjuncture; it 
may be that her good fortune has here provided her with a 
splendid opportunity. In her good fortune we may see (and 
we may suppose that Mordecai saw) the leading hand of 
God. 

Verses 15, 16.—Esther’s resolution. Esther, no doubt, re- 
flected deeply on Mordecai’s message. He had urged three 
strong arguments: the first, that if the Jews were destroyed, 
she herself would be involved in the destruction, in spite of 
her royal position; the second, that the Jews would not 
perish, but that she, if she now proved recreant, and her 
father’s house would perish; the third, that circumstances 
pointed her to action. The two first are appeals to selfish- 
ness, the third to ambition. But under these words we may 
recognize a deeper thought, according to which we may 
understand Mordecai as saying to Esther: “ While you must 
share the fortunes of your people, God seems to call you by 
your position to a noble deed, and has perhaps put you here 
to accomplish a great deliverance.” The argument prevailed 
with her. She determined to appeal to the king, and calls 
the people to her aid in her solemn and dangerous task : 
Go (this is the message she sends Mordecai), assemble all the 
Jews that are present in Shusham, and fast ye for me, and do not 
eat nor drink three days, night or day ; I also and my maidens 
will thus fast, and so (that is, under the condition of this fast) 
will I go in to the king. That nothing is here said of prayer 
is of a piece with the omission of the name of God above 
discussed. It was a time of affliction and mourning, and 
fasting was the ordinary expression of such feeling. It was 
proper that Esther herself, and her maidens, and all the 
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people, should assume the attitude of grief appropriate to the 
circumstances (compare verses 1-4 of our chapter). The 
writer, hurrying on with his narrative, introduces only those 
facts that bear on his main design; that is, in order to bring 
out in strong relief the joy of the deliverance at the close 
(the institution of the feast of Purim), he now paints in 
strongest colors the grief that preceded it. And it may 
fairly be supposed that he took the prayer for granted. 
Esther and her maidens (though these were probably Per- 
sians) prayed in the palace, and Mordecai and the people 
without. The stringency of the fast (they were to eat and 
drink nothing for three days, day or night) was intended to 
exhibit the seriousness of the occasion and the depth of the 
grief. It may be that only parts of the first and third day 
are meant, compare chapter 5: 1, where Esther goes to the 
king before the third day is over, and it is to be understood 
that she would not go till the fast was completed. As to the 
effect of the fasting on her appearance, and the consequent 
diminished power of her beauty over the king, no thought of 
that is in her mind, or in the author’s mind. It is not likely 
that she forgot her appearance, for that was to be a main 
element in her success, but her soul was full of the dangerous 
and critical errand on which she was going. It was a ques- 
tion of life and death for her and her people. The step she 
is about to take is not according to the law (see note on verse 
11), and the issue is doubtful; she braces herself for the 
worst: and if I perish, I perish, literally, “when I perish, I 
perish,” or, “if I am dead, I am dead,” “if I fail in my effort 
to obtain an audience of the king [in which case death would 
be the penalty of her boldness], or if, obtaining an audience, 
I do not gain my petition, then I can but die, and that is the 
end of it.” But we are not to look on her determination as 
the result of mere desperation, as if she simply said to her- 
self, “I ghall perish if I do not go, and I can but perish if I 
go.” is she, no doubt, saw and felt; Mordecai had made 
that plain to her. But it must be recollected that the danger 
to the Jews was yet a year off (it was now the first month, 
and Haman’s onslaught on the people was fixed for the 
twelfth month), while the risk she was about to incur was 
an immediate one. Many things might happen in the course 
of a year to avert the calamity from the Jews: Haman 
might die, the king might die, a war might divert attention 
from Haman’s scheme, or his purpose might change, or, if 
the body of the Jews now left the Persian empire, Haman 
would cease to care about the affair. But none of these 
probabilities could affect her present danger; she was going 
alone and without a helper into the lion’s mouth. If she 
had been roused to action, and induced to take this step 
partly by Mordecai’s appeal to her fears, still her act has 
an element of self-sacrifice and heroism called forth by her 
love for her people, her connection with whom it would now 
be necessary for her to declare. Many human actions show 
such a mixture of higher and lower motives, self-interest 
and genuine kindness to others, self-sacrifice and despera- 
tion, trust in God and trembling fear. The picture of 
Esther, fearfully weighing considerations, and at last trem- 
blingly making up her mind to a brave act, is true to nature. 

Verse 17.—Esther’s directions (verse 16) are carried out by 
Mordecai. The result of her appeal to the king is told in 
the following chapters. The translation: “And Mordecai 
transgressed (the law of the Passover by feasting and mourn- 
ing) and did,” etc., is improbable. Though the decree was 
written (chapter 3: 12) on the thirteenth day of the first 
month (the Passover began on the fourteenth), it may have 
been some weeks before Esther’s determination was formed. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him commandment unto 
Mordecai (v.10). Many a great event in history hinges on 
the fidelity of some comparatively obscure attendant of, or 
messenger from, the distinguished personage who carries off its 
honors. Unless the general’s orderly were courageous and 
faithful, the word of command to the battalion which makes 
victory secure would fail of timely delivery. The letter car- 
rier’s integrity and promptness enable the statesman, or the 
diplomat, to carry out his plans.affecting the interests of an 
empire. An errand-boy’s unswerving fleetness brings the 
physician in season to save the man who will yet save the 
nation. If one cannot be as Esther in courageous action, or 
»s Mordecai in faith-filled counsel, who cannot hope to be as 
Hatach in willing service and in trustworthy message bear- 
ing? It is something to be a good errand boy or girl, a good 
telegraph messenger, a good letter-carrier, a good express- 
man ; it is a great deal to be faithful in giving God's mes- 
sages to those to whom he sends us in the church, in the 
Sunday-school, in the community atlarge. If we do Hatach’s 
work well, the Lord will not forget it. 

There is one law (v.11). No one is abovelaw. Right and 
duty are obligatory on all classes alike. It is just as wrong 
for Congress to have Sunday sessions, as it is for a town coun- 
cil. Because a man is rich enough to be feared, he has no 
more right, than if poor, to oppress a tradesman or mechanic 
or tenant. A great corporation has the same duty as the 
humblest individual to render exact justice to each and all 





alike. The law of honesty, of purity, of charity, of courtesy, 
rests on legislators, on capitalists, on professional men, on 
officials of every grade, with the same binding force. What 
is wrong for the weakest is no less wrong for the most pow- 
erful. Not what is prudent, but what is right, should be the 
standard with all. 

I have not been called, The fact that there is danger in 
doing a thing that needs to be done, by no means lessens the 
duty of doing that thing. What if your counsel hasn’t been 
asked, when you see a friend in special peril through some 
personal habit, some improper acquaintance, some lack of 
information, or some obvious error in judgment? If proffer- 
ing timely counsel risks a valued friendship, why, take the 
risk, and do your duty. What if the politicians haven’t 
called you to their primary meetings, and you will make 
enemies, or use your strength for naught, if you go there? 
You are just as truly responsible for the nominations in any 
caucus you could attend, as if you had been invited to it by 
the ward committee. What if a gambling-house keeper or a 
liquor-dealer threatened violence to any one who gave him 
good advice unasked ? Ought that to keep back a Young Men’s 
Christian Association worker from venturing, without any 
other call than the call of God, to warn and entreat that man 
to a better course? The best work of the world would never 
have been done, and the most important work still pressing 
would remain unattempted, if God’s children were not 
willing to go where they were not wanted, and to undertake 
enterprises without waiting for the invitation or consent of 
those whom they ought to visit and plead with. Whatever 
else keeps you back from doing your duty, don’t wait on the 
score that you haven’t been called, and that there is danger 
so long as the call is lacking. 

Think not with thyself that thow shalt escape (v.13). How 
many there are to flatter themselves that somehow they shall 
escape a danger which they recognize as a common one. 
“T needn’t trouble myself about the public sewerage. Diph- 
theria or typhoid fever are not going to come into so elegant 
a home as mine.” “ What harm is there in my using these 
trust funds, these church or Sunday-school collections, just 
for a day or two? I am not going to be a defaulter.” “It is 
folly to think that an occasional glass of wine endangers me, 
even if my brother did start on his course as a drunkard in 
that way.” Card-playing, theater-going, tobacco-using, im- 
pure companionship, raffling, bad reading, and a host of 
other evils which have led many astray, or have lowered 
their mental and moral tone, are supposed to have less danger 
to ourselves than to those about us. But whatever is the 
common danger,countit your danger, and battle it accordingly. 
“Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape.” You areas 
likely as anybody else to be one of its victims. 


If thou altogether holdest thy peace (vy. 14). Silence is some- 
times asin. If we see a murderer approaching his victim 
and fail to cry Hold! we are guilty of blood. If we sound 
no alarm when we see a neighbor’s house afire at night, we 
are deserving of punishment for arson. When a Christian 
brother at our side is declining in his religious course, and we 
proffer no word of entreaty or reminder, we are partly re- 
sponsible for his backsliding. Failing to urge an impenitent 
acquaintance to turn to Jesus and be saved, we become pas- 
sively acquiescent in his eternal ruin. There are a great 
many times when we sin by saying nothing; when foul or 
profane speech is indulged in our presence ; when a dishonest 
or unfair action is told of by a companion boastfully ; when 
the religion which we profess is treated slightingly ; when 
there is an opportunity to testify lovingly and with earnest- 
ness for our Saviour before those who are not his followers. 
God does not need our words. His cause can prosper without 
them. But he gives us the privilege of speaking for him; 
and if we fail to do this, the sentence of the Judge in the 
great day will be, “ Inasmuch as ye did it not,” “depart from 
me, ye cursed,” 

Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this. It is a great thing to know what God has for us 
todo. It is a greater thing to do it. We have a mission 
from God. He sets us to a work which is ours and no one 
else’s. And our work for to-day must be done now or never. 
It may seem a very slight thing; but it is all important in 
its time and place. Meeting this caller with courtesy ; 
answering this child’s tiresome questions ; writing this letter 
of sympathy; visiting this home of sorrow; studying or 
teaching this lesson; preparing or preaching this sermon; 
giving to this charity ; attending the meeting of this com- 
mittee; counseling or sympathizing with this friend,—who 
knoweth how much depends upon faithfulness and self-sacri- 
fice just here? Who knoweth whether thou art come into 
the world, and brought through all thy varied experiences 
for such a time as this? God help us todo just what he 
has for us to do, whether it be little or much ! 

And if I perish, I perish (vy. 16). Risking one’s life for 
duty is the best thing to do with one’s life, when duty calls 
for the risk. Suppose it is a summons on a physician or 
clergyman to attend the sick in time of pestilence! What 
right has he to hold back because going may be his death? 
Shall the soldier or policeman shirk in the hour of peril, 
because of peril? Ought a loving mother to put her own 





ease or safety above the needs of her sick child? Is a bank 
officer’s life worth saving at the cost of deliberate participa- 
tion in the crime of robbing the vault he is set to guard? 
What does a Christian man want to live for, if he must give 
up all @hristian work in order to prolong his life? The 
chief question for you and for me is, For what work was I 
brought tothishour? When that question is settled squarely, 
—as it quickly can be,—the only right thing for either of us 
to say is, “ That work I enter on; and if I perish, I perish.” 
Lord! it belongs not to my care 
Whether I die or live; 
To love and serve thee is my share, 
And this thy grace must give. 


Notre.—An editorial on the subject of the Book of Esther, 
of interest to the students of the lesson, will be found on the 
first page. On the third page is printed an article on 
Mordecai’s Argument, by the Rev. David R. Breed. An 
article entitled Esther, the Evening Star, by George W. 
Gardner, D.D., is printed on the fourth page. Other helps 
will be found in the Worth Repeating column.—Tue Eprror. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


In giving this lesson, which is in itself so charming, there 
will be danger lest it be given and received only as a 
story, and the deeper lesson of the queen’s trust in God and 
his guiding care may be overlooked. It will not be strange 
for children to accept only the story, since older readers so 
often remark that the whole book does not mention God or 
prayer; yet it plainly shows the spirit of prayer and its 
answers, and the moving of God’s hand in overruling earthly 
pride and power for the good of his own people. 

There are some Christians who so often and so familiarly 
speak of the Lord and of their own prayers, that it seems an 
irreverent use of sacred things. Is not the story of Esther a 
beautiful example where unselfish piety breathes in deeds 
rather than words? in the life itself, rather than in outward 
expression? As in some former lessons, the primary teacher 
must not be confined to the selected verses, but be allowed to 
give the complete story, and then by asking review questions 
offer an opportunity to the children to give it back. 

In what country did Nehemiah wait before the king? 
What was the name of the city and palace? The day we 
are to study about there was sorrow in the palace of Shushan; 
not the king’s cup-bearer, but the queen, Esther, was in 
trouble. Sitting just outside the king’s gate in the midst of 
the city was a man, whom Esther loved as a father, wrapped 
in sackcloth and ashes, while he cried aloud. Messengers 
went back and forth from the queen to Mordecai, the man in 
sackcloth, and she sent him clothes to put on instead of his 
robe of mourning, but he sent them back, telling her the 
sorrow of all the Jews in all the kingdom of Persia. 

Mordecai was a Jew, and had been a father to his little 
orphan cousin Esther, who grew up to be obedient and good, 
and so beautiful that she was loved by all who looked upon 
her. Some years before, the king was angry at his queen, 
and put her away; after he came back from a great war he 
called for many maidens to be brought before him, that he 
might select the one which pleased him most. Esther, the 
adopted daughter of Mordecai, was chosen; and she was so 
beautiful, and he loved her so much more than any other, 
that he set the royal crown on her head, and made her his 
queen. Among the men who stood before the king and 
helped him to rule was Haman, a proud, bad man. - All the 
princes and all the king’s servants bowed low when they 
saw Haman in the court, or at the gate; but Mordecai never 
bowed nor did him honor. Proud Haman hated him for 
that, and was so cruel that he made a plan to destroy all the 
Jews in the land to revenge the slight of that one man. 
This was why Mordecai and Esther were in trouble, for 
Mordecai had sent in to her a copy of an order which had 
gone to all the rulers and governors, that on a certain day, 
in a few months, they should kill every Jew, little children 
and old people, men and women, and take all their property 
to be the king’s. For this, all the city of Shushan was per- 
plexed to know of such cruelty; and while the king and 
his favorite, Haman, sat in the splendid palace and drank 
wine from cups of gold, many outside the gates sat in sack- 
cloth. Mordecai sent a message to Esther, asking her to go 
before the king and ask him to spare her people: in our 
lesson to-day we have the answer of Queen Esther. This is 
the meaning of it: “All ‘the servants and all people know 
that if any one dare go before the king without being called 
before him, there is one law,—they must be put to death 
unless he chooses to hold out the golden scepter ; and I have 
not been called to go before him for thirty days.” 

Mordecai sent back another message to his foster-child. 
Was she not a Jew, and if all the Jews were to be slain, how 
could she be spared? That was what Mordecai reminded 
her of when he said, “Think not that you may escape because 
you are in the king’s house; if you are silent now, deliver- 
ance will come to the Jews from some other place, but you 
will not be spared; perhaps you have come to the kingdom 
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for such a time as this.” Notaword in his message abouf 
the God in heaven he had taught Esther to obey; not a 
word of his love and care of his people in trials, not a word 
of his own faith in God to deliver in some way; but the 
queen understood it all, and her heart said, “I must try to 
save my people.” She made this plan, for the young trem- 
bling girl felt she needed help, and she knew what could 
strengthen her courage and her faith. 

Review the remainder of the story in a manner similar 
to this, and show step by step how God was working; 
how he can “make the wrath of man to praise him, and the 
remainder of wrath he will restrain.” Also ask if we need 
to wait for the scepter to be held out before we dare ap- 
proach, and teach that our king is ever ready to hear and 
our Saviour ever interceding. The Persian king was some- 
times willing to say, “ What is thy petition? it shall be 
granted.” But our King says to all, “Ask, and it shall be 
given you.” £9 ~ 

ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 

To fully master the oriental contributions to the knowledge 
of the Book of Esther is no slight task. One must read the 
detailed accounts of Xerxes, her royal husband, in the seventh, 
eighth, and ninth books of Herodotus; must glean all that 
is said of him in the other Greek writings; must read up all 
the Assyrian and Egyptian lore; must study the works of 
travel and general lore pertaining to the ruins at Susa and 
Persepolis—the last the grandest ruins outside of Egypt, 
except perhaps Baalbek ; and then must strive to fill in the 
gaps by a well-regulated and fertile imagination ; and then, 
perhaps, add a little from the manners and customs of mod- 
ern Persia. Alone, this last source is perhaps the poorest. 
It is a very great mistake to suppose that Bible lands, in 
their present aspect, furnish anything like a perfect picture 
of Bible times. Even the polygamy, the oriental tyranny 
and love of external display and homage, fall far short of 
their counterparts in ancient times. 

The times of Xerxes belong to the most stirring periods of 
secular history. The battles of Thermopylx, Salamis, Pla- 
te and Mycale belong to Xerxes’ campaign against Greece. 
The story of Esther forms no part of the relation of any 
Greek historian ; even the mention of Amestris, the probable 
Vashti, is only incidental. But the oriental illustrations 
that are derived from ancient Persian wives or queens had 
better be omitted here. 

Xerxes left several inscriptions, at Persepolis, at Hama- 
dan, and at Lake Van; but they are not yet made accessible 
to the general public. The ruins of two of his palaces still 
exist, one at Persepolis and one at Susa, whose details may 
be traced out in the valuable book of Mr. Loftus. The 
grand uncovered court seems to have been the principal 
apartment; and around it were gathered the various royal 
apartments, private or general. It does not appear that the 
throne was in the court, but in one of the covered rooms 
about it. So that one who came to the king unbidden 
forfeited his life by coming no nearer than into the court; 
and was probably slain then and there by the attendants, 
without trial, unless the king should hold out to him the 
golden scepter. The court was full of rows of immense 
columns, of an order of architecture properly to be called 
Persian ; their capitals being ornamented with, or composed 
by, two figures of lions or bulls, or other animals, real or 
mythologic, seated with backs to each other, on which the 
roof, or stone beams, where the court was not open, was 
seemingly upheld. The arrangement of rooms about the 
court is not like that of a modern oriental house ; so that source 
of illustration fails. At Persepolis, many of these columns 
are still standing, and they attracted the wondering attention 
of all the earlier travelers that passed that way. It is more 
owing to their being out of the usual lines of travel that they 
are not more visited at the present day. They give an idea 
of Persian art and pewer and grandeur far above the common 
impression. No such massiveness combined with beauty 
exists in Greek remains. 

It was from these pillars, doubtless, that the “ white, green, 


and blue hangings, fastened with cords of fine linen and pur- |. 


ple to silver rings and pillars of marble,” mentioned in the 
first chapter of Esther, were hung, on the occasion of Ahasu- 
erus’s great feast, to which Vashti refused to come in. 
Scarcely one of those pillars is yet remaining at Susa, though 
the palace has been identified, and its plan is perfectly 
traced; yet the one at Persepolis shows what it was. At 
Persepolis, however, is still in tolerable preservation enough 
of the front staircase of the palace to show its magnificence 
and profuse ornamentation, which has as yet no discovered 
counterpart at Susa. The representation in the page of illus- 
trations in the Scholars’ Quarterly for the current quarter 
gives a fair idea of the front of each; though this particular 
cut was intended as a restoration of the front of a palace of 
Darius, of which the ruins are likewise extant. In all fair- 
ness, it might be called a restoration of that of Xerxes ; only 
there is not enough remaining of Xerxes’ palace at Susa 
to justify an attempt at complete restoration. The mag- 
nificence in which Esther lived, to judge from the exist- 





ing ruins of the palaces and sculptures of her time, cannot 
be doubted. The so-called tomb of Mordecai and Esther, 
however, has nothing to recommend it to our credulity. The 
writer has seen relics purporting to come thence, which 
were of quite a different country and age; and looked pre- 
cisely like some that he has obtained from the diggings at 
Sidon. 

The representation in The Scholars’ Quarterly of Ahasu- 
erus, or Xerxes, with his scepter, dagger, and two attendants 
bearing parasol and fly-brush, is taken from one of his 
sculptures at Persepolis, and is entirely authentic. The 
scepter was a long rod or wand, originally of wood, and in 
secular history or poetry we hear of it in the earliest records 
Readers of the Iliad remember a comparison which turns on the 
impossibility of the scepter-rod ever growing again, since it 
was cut, and had its bark and all its leaves stripped off, and 
was encircled with metal bands. General Di Cesnola dug up 
in Cyprus the heads or tips of several scepters that were 
older than Xerxes’ time: some silver, and one beautiful 
agate. Doubtless, too, the imperial scepter was sometimes a 
rod of gold; but a wooden rod covered with gold would 
answer all the purposes, would be more probable, and would 
accurately fit the description of a “golden scepter” in either 
the Bible or any other writings. 

It is only lack of space that prevents an insertion at length 
of a description of the ruin of Xerxes’ palace. But we must 
be limited to mentioning only that it is more than two hun- 
dred and twenty-five feet long, by a width nearly as great ; 
and that in every part, even to the smallest details of the 
window-frames, it is profusely adorned with sculpture in 
hard stone. The king is several times figured in royal state; 
and many times represented as in the act of killing a furious 
animal—such an animal as either has its living representa- 
tive or as exists only in the imagination. 

TEACHING HINTS. 

Around this one lesson must cluster all the incidents of 
the story of Esther. The king, the queen, Haman, and 
Mordecai mist each be made known. And here stands the 
queen facing her danger, recognizing her duty, and consider- 
ing her resolve. 

The Danger. 
The Duty. 
The Resolve. 


What was the danger? Who were involved in it? How 
did it affect her? What was her duty? How came it to be 
hers? What if she should shirk it? What was her resolve? 
What risk did she run? What help did she seek? On 
whom seemed to be her reliance? 

Bring out by questions various dangers to which per- 
sons now are exposed, such as being punished because of 
telling the truth, losing one’s place by refusing to do wrong, 
taking disease by staying at one’s post, remaining in poverty 
rather than gain wealth unfairly, and many another like 
these. Have the duty in each case faced squarely. Let the 
inducements to well-doing be looked at. Ask what resolve 
is the only safe one. 

The golden text presses home the truth for every such 
emergency. 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 
BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 





XERXES’ LAW: GOD'S LAW: 
WHOSOEVER SHALL COME 





UNTO THE KING UNTO ME 
SHALL BE 
PUT TO DEATH. SAVED. 
ESTHER’S JESUS’ 
INTERCESSION 
| WITH XERXES WITH GOD 
FOR THE JEWS FOR US 
DID WILL 


PREVAIL. 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. . 
Introductory.—Who probably wrote the Book of Esther? 





Between what two reigns does that of Ahasuerus (Xerxes) | 
date? Between what two chapters of Ezra does this book | 
belong? Relate the early events of Esther’s life, and the | 
means by which she became queen? (Esther 1: 12, 19; 2: 4-| 
7,17.) Whatservice did Mordecai render the king? (Esther 
2: 21-23.) Was Haman’s antipathy against the Jews cre- 
ated or only intensified by Mordecai’s conduct? (Esther 3: 
1-6.) What indication have we that, although the Jews may 
have been despised, they were also feared? (Esther 6: 13.) 
Did Mordecai refuse reverence to Haman from righteous 
principle, or from haughtiness of spirit? Was the decree for 
the destruction of the Jews (Esther 3: 8-12) local, or would 
its execution have exterminated the Jewish Church? (Esther 
3: 13-15.) What effect had the decree upon the Jews? 








(Esther 4: 1-3.) 
4: 4-9.) 

Verses 10, 11.—What danger threatened Esther in becom- 
ing intercessor for her people? By what sacrifice did Jesus 
become intercessor for sinners? (1 Tim. 2: 5, 6.) What 
large promise of fidelity to duty had Esther’s conduct already 
afforded, and what advantage did it now give her? (Esther 
2: 20.) What relation exists between submission to God 
and submission to parents and guardians? (Analogous rea- 
soning, 1 John 4: 20; Deut. 21: 18-21; Gal. 3: 24; Ex. 4: 
16; 18: 19.) What circumstances will justify man in exposing 
his life to danger? (Matt. 10: 37-39; 22: 39.) Should the 
Christian feel indifference respecting length of life? (Luke 
14: 26; consider John 9: 4; Matt. 9: 37, 38.) 

Verses 12-14.—How did Mordecai’s answer evidence his 
faith in God’s covenant, in his righteous judgment, and in 
his special providence? How does the first phase of his 
faith resemble Abraham’s? (Heb. 11: 17-19.) What other 
links in the chain of divine deliverance does the last expres- 
sion suggest to our thought? (Esther 2: 22; 6: 1, 2.) How 
far is providence to be recognized on the opposite side, that is 
in the exaltation of Haman to power over the Jews? (Con- 
sider Psa. 76: 10; Ex. 9: 15, 16.) 

Verses 15-17.—How did Esther evidence her faith in God 
and her holy courage? What was the object of the fast? 
(2 Chron. 20: 3,4; Ezra 8: 21.) What words of the Apostle 
Paul interpret the clause, “If I perish, I perish”? (Acts 20: 
24.) 

Conclusion.— What was the result of the queen’s decision ? 
(State concisely Esther5: 1-14; 7: 1-6, 9,10.) How could the 
king deliver the Jews when the decree against them was 
signed with the Medo-Persian seal? (Recall Dan. 6: 14, 15; 
Esther 8: 10-14.) How does the event reveal God’s gracious 
purpose both to his people and to all docile heathen hearts ? 
(Esther 8: 17.) What feast has celebrated the event to the 
present day? (Esther 9: 20-32.) For what purpose had 
Haman cast lots? (Esther 3: 7.) What seems to be the 
chief design of the book? (Psa. 7: 11-16; 9: 14-16.) What 
peculiarity of the book suggests the truth that God reigns 
even where his name is not known? Is the joyous aspect of 
the book addressed chiefly to the comfort of the church or 
of the individual? How does it show the dependence of the 
church on individual improvement of opportunities? What 
present disposition (in childhood) does it suggest as qualifi- 
cation for the unfolded obligations of life? (Luke 16: 10.) 
What thought does it suggest of final exaltation? 


How did Esther learn the news? (Esther ~ 


OLD TESTAMENT QUESTIONS WITH NEW 
TESTAMENT ANSWERS. 


BY HENRY W. CAREY. 


Verse 10.—Here Esther receives the message of Mordecai, 
which tells her the dreadful position of her people, they © 
having been unjustly condemned to death by the decree of 
the king. He asks her to intercede with the king for them. 
We for our sins had deserved death, but God in his mercy 
promises pardon to all who ask it through Christ’s interces- 
sion. Where is it written, “If any man sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” ? 
(1 John 2: 1.) 

Verse 11.—Here we read of a very strict law, having its 
origin in the pride and haughtiness of the heathen kings, by 
which their subjects were forbidden to appear in the presence 
of the king under penalty of death. Not so with our king, 
who is the King of kings, we may at any time, through 
Christ, approach God’s throne, feeling sure that we are 
welcome, and that we will receive an answer to our prayers 
if they are offered in faith. Where does Paul write, “ Let 
us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need” ? 
(Heb. 4: 16.) 

Verse 12.—Mordecai was given the message of Esther, 
stating the danger in which she would place herself by 
attempting to intercede for the Jews. She did not at once 
respond to the request, but hesitated and desired that they 
should find some other way of reaching the king. Christ, 
who is our intercessor, standssever ready to intercede for us, 
and never hesitates nor puts us off with excuses. Where do 
we find Christ’s promise, “I say unto you, Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you”? (Luke 11: 9.) 

Verse 13.—Mordecai tells Esther that she shall not escape 
if her people are massacred; for the decree did not except 
her, and she would have to suffer with the rest. Christ suf- 
fered first that he might intercede for us all and save us. 
Where is it written, “Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”? 
(1 Pet. 3: 18.) 

Verse 14.—Here Esther is told that it is her duty to speak, 
and that if she fails to do her duty through fear of man, 
God will not fail to deliver his people, but will find a way 
in which te doit. The Christian, protected by the armor 
which God has provided, may boldly face anything; for 
God is with him so long as he does his duty. Where did 
Christ say, “ Fear not them which kill the body, but are not 
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able to kill the soul; but rather fear him which is able to 
destroy both soul and body” ? (Matt. 10: 28.) 
aa Verse 15.—Through the exhortation of Mordecai, Esther 
was led to see just what was her duty, and then she signified 
her willingness and readiness to do it. We should counsel 
one another to do our duty. Where is it written, “ Exhort 
one another daily, while it is called To-day; lest any of you 
be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin”? (Heb. 3: 13.) 
Verse 16.—When Esther saw her duty, she determined to 
do it, committing herself to God’s care, and trusting in him 
for strength. She asked God’s people to pray for her, well 
knowing the power of prayer. Where did Christ, after 
promising to answer our prayers, say, “For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them”? (Matt. 18: 20.) 


THE FEAST OF PURIM IN PAST AGES. 


{Translated for The Sunday School Times, from Buxtorf’s Synagoga 
Judalaca, 1610.) 


After describing the origin of the feast, Buxtorf thus pro- 
ceeds : 

Hence it is that even now to-day these two days are not 
strict festivals only, but days of mirth and feasting, and thus 
are the bacchanalia of the Jews. To labor indeed, and to 
do work, is not prohibited; nevertheless they abstain from 
unnecessary work, and have written in the Talmud that it is 
unlucky to enter upon any labor. “When one was sowing 
flax, a rabbi came up and reproved him, nay, even cursed 
him, so that the flax never sprung up nor grew.” The 
women especially are forbidden to be slack in the mirthful 
performances, because the cause of the deliverance was a 
woman, Esther the queen. 

At night they light candles to testify their joy, and the chasan 
of the house unrolls the scroll of Esther (for it is written on 
a broad parchment, rolled about a smooth wooden roller) as 
one opens a letter, and reads it through from beginning to 
end. The women and children are especially bound to be 
present at this reading, and all pay diligent attention. They 
have also this custom: as often as the name of Haman occurs 
in the reading, the little Jews pound fearfully with their 
fists, and make all the noise they can. Formerly they had 
in their hands two stones, or two sticks, on one of which 
the name of Haman was written, and on the other that of 
Mordecai, which they pounded together until the name of 
Haman was quite obliterated ; and this pounding and clat- 
tering they accompanied with the shouts “ Perish his name!” 
or, “Let the name of the wicked rot!” or, “Cursed be 
Haman, blessed be Mordecai!” or, “Cursed be Zeresh, but 
blessed be Esther! Cursed be all idolaters, but blessed be all 
Israelites!” 

When the reader comes to the place where the names of 
the ten sons of Haman occur, he must read them all with 
one breath, without a stop, or pause, or distinction in the 
reading ; for they write that the ten sons of Haman died all 
in one moment, and that the breaths of all were extinguished 
at once together. 

They celebrate and honor this feast with rich food and 
generous wine, because Queen Esther obtained her request 
from King Ahasuerus in the height of the banquet, when the 
king was merry with wine. Wherefore it is just and right that 
the Jews should also exhilarate themselves with wine. They 
do nothing all those two days but burst themselves with feast- 
ing and drinking, sport, dance, sing with pipe and loud voice, 
recite verses aud utter jokes; the women put on the clothes 
of the men, and the men those of the women. Although 
this last is expressly forbidden in the law, yet they write that 
it is no sin at Purim, because then they do it only to show 
their extreme joy, merriment, and delight. It is expressly 
written in the Talmud, “A man is bound at the feast of 
Purim to getso drunk that he cannot tell the difference between 
‘Cursed be Haman’ and ‘ Blessed be Murdecai;’” that is, 
so drunk that he cannot reckon up the numbers shown by 
the numerical values of the Hebrew letters of these two 
expressions, respectively. It is just the same as if it said, 
“They must drink till they cannot tell how many fingers 
they have on their hands.” And this precept is observed 
certainly with as much zeal a8 any other. In the Talmud, 
at the place just cited, is related a story of Rabba and Rabbi 
Sira, who were once celebrating this feast in a bacchanal style, 
when it happened that Rabba slew Rabbi Sira in his drunk- 
enness. The next morning, understanding what he had done 
the day before, and imploring mercy from God, Rabbi Sira 
was miraculously restored to life. The next year, when he 
proposed to Rabbi Sira to celebrate the feast with him, 
Rabbi Sira declined, saying that a miracle was not performed 
every day. 

It is forbidden to the poor to reserve for other uses the 
gifts that have been given them to celebrate Purim with. 
. . » They send gifts one to another, not less than two gifts 
to each person, as two pieces of meat, or two different kinds 
of food, because the Scripture says “ portions [not a portion] 
one to another.” For the same reason they send gifts to the 
poor, as money, food, and drink. One rich man must send 
gifts to not less than two poor persons; for the Scripture uses 
the plural number; which cannot consist of less than two. 





WORK AND WORKERS. 
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CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1879. 
Texas, state, at Corsicanna...-.-.-.-.......-...-- April 29, 30 
Mississippi, state, at Kosciusko....................-- May 7, 8 
Indian Territory, territorial, at Caddo............-....- May 8 
Illinois, state, at Bloomington --..-.---..---------- May 14-16 
East Tennessee, at Maryville...................... May 15, 16 
Minnesota, state, at Winona.-..............-......- May 21-23 
Missouri, state, at Moberly_.......--.-...----..---- May 27-29 
ee ee ee May 30, 31 
New York, state, at Kingston.............-.....-.-- June 3-5 
Ohio, state, at Akron............ -June 3-5 
Pennsylvania, state, at Altoona__--........---.------ June 3-5 
Iowa, state, at Mason,City ......----..-.---. June 10-12 
Michigan, state, at Deireit .................-..-.-- June 17-19 
Indiana, state, at Richmond-_-....--.....--.-..---- June 25-27 
Cy MEO, SF eR antcdcnmninqennssnsccnsansunensia July 1-4 
Kentucky, state, at Owensboro’ ...............-.--.. July 8-10 
Vermont, state, at Burlington.......................- Oct. 7-£ 
Rhode Island, state, at Providence. .........-..-.---.-- Oct. 15 
Kansas, state, at Salina...... ----Oct, 21-25 
New Jersey, state, at Elizabeth.................... Nov. 18-20 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


Adrian, Michigan, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday even- 
ing, one month in each church. Conducted by the pastors in turn. 

Augusta, Ga., Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every Satur- 
day, at 8.45 A. M., in Y. M. ©. A. Rooms, 


Bakerstown, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. room. 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 P. M., in the 
Y. M. OC. A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday, 
at 4 P. M., in the Room of the Maryland Sunday school Union, 53 Lex- 
ington Street. 

Beaver Falls, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday, at 
7 P.M. Conducted by Professor M.S. Knight. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Brom- 
field Street, every Saturday, at3P. M. Led by the Rev. R. R. Mere 
dith. : 


Boston (South), Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday, at 744 
P. M., at the Phillips Church. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith, 

Bristol, Conn., Sunday-school Union Normal Class, on the first Monday 
of each month, at 7.30 P. M., in Printers’ Hall. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal Sunday-school Institute of the Brooklyn 
Sunday-school Union, for teachers and those desirous of becoming 
teachers, every Wednesday and Thursday, at 734 P. M., and every 
Thursday at 3 P. M.,inthe Y.M. ©. A. Rooms. Conductor, Professor 
J. L. Chapman, assisted by the Rey. Drs. J. T. Duryea, C. N. Sims, 
and J. B. Thomas. Primary class, every Saturday afternoon, in the 
Y. M, ©, A. rooms. 


Cambridge, Mass., Sunday-school Teachers’ Union Meeting for Lesson 
Study, every Tuesday evening, in the chapel of the First Baptist Church, 
Central Square. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith, of Boston. 


Chicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, in 
Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 A. M., in Far- 
well Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ Meet- 
ing every Saturday at 2 P. M., in Bible Work Room, Y. M. C. A. Build- 
ing. Superintendentg’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday of every 
month, at Mr. Moody’s Church. South Side Teachers’ Meeting, fourth 
Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. West Side 
Teachers’ Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, at Union Park 
Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Reading Room, at 150 
Madison Street. 


Cincinnati, O., Meetings for Lesson Study, every Saturday, in the Y. 
M. ©, A. Hall, as follows: Union Meeting at 12 M.; Primary Class at 
3P. M.; Normal Class (conducted by the Rev. Sylvester Weeks) at 
4P.M. 


Cleveland, 0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, from 12 
to 12.45 P, M. in the Chapel of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Conducted by the Rey. Francis A. Horton. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M. ©. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 P. M. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday even- 
ing, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 


Elizabeth, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
7.30 P. M., in the lecture 1.0m of the Second Presbyterian Church, 

Halifax, N.8., Union Meeting for International Lesson Study every Sat- 
urday, at 8 P. M., in the Class-room Y. M. ©. A. Hall. 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Leason Study every Thursday even- 
ing in the Y. M. ©, A. Rooms, 

Hartford, Conn., Normal Class of the Hartford Sunday-school Union 
the second Friday of each month. Also, Union Meeting for Lesson 
Study, every Saturday afternoon, in the parlors of the Centre Church 
Conducted by Mrs. 8. Dryden Phelps. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday evening. 
Both inthe Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 

Ingersoll, Ontario: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Monday 


evening, at 80’clock, at W. H. Howells’s Gallery. Conducted by the 
Rev. John McEwen. 


Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Leason Study, every Saturday, at 
5 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 

Manchester, N. H., Union Meeting (Bethany Normal Class) for Lesson 
Stady, on the second and fourth Monday evenings of the month, at the 
Y. M. ©. A. rooms. Conducted by John G. Lane. 

Morenci, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday at 
8 P.M. Conducted by Mr. C. M. Ranger. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4P. M., in the Clinton Street Congregational Church. 

New Haven, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
4P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms 325 Chapel Street. 

New York, N. Y., Primary Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 3 P. M. 
in the Y. M. ©. A. lecture-room. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Thursday, at 430 P. M.,in the chapel of the Rev. Dr. Howard 
Crosby’s church; conducted by Mr. Ralph Wells. Superintendents’ 
Class every Tuesday, at 4 P. M., in the Fulton Street Chapel, conducted 
by the Rev. A. F. Schauffler. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday evening 
and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M.O. A. Hall, corner of Fifteenth 
and Ohestnut Streets. Also, Normal Class for Lesson Study, every 


Monday at 8 P. M. in the Assembly Room, 1334 Chestnut Street. Con- 
ducted by the Rey. J A. Worden. Also, Normal Class for Lesson 
Study, every Saturday at 4 P. M. under the auspices of the American 
Sunday School Union. Conducted by Mr. John R. Whitney. 


Pittsburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon 
in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday, 
at8 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in the 
Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 704 Olive Street, conducted by various ministers. 


St. Paul, Minn., Union Bible Students’ Class for the study of the Interna- 
tional Lessons, every Saturday. at 4.30 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 
Conducted by the Rev. David BR. Breed. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4P.M., in the Y. M. OC. A. Hall. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Parior, from 4 to 5 o’clock P. M. 
Led by the Hon. Vice-Chancellor Blake. Normal Class every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M.C. A. Parlor. Conducted by Mr. James Hughes. 


Washington, D. C., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
6 P. M., in the Y. M.C. A. Chapel. 


West New Brighton, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every 
Thursday evening, in the Y. M. C. A. building. Conducted by the 
various pastors in turn. 


Westwood, Ohio, Union meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
8 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. parlor. 


Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
7% P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK IN GERMANY, 


Sunday-schools in that part of Germany called Saxon- 
Thuringia, began in 1863. In Gotha it was with the 
greatest difficulty and effort that they were started at 
all, and that against the inclination of the clergy. The 
Rev. Mr. Hauff, a mission-agent, ventured to take the 
superintendence of a school, and it soon grew and pros- 
pered, in spite of lack of sympathy or of opposition on 
the part of the pastors, who kept most of the active lay 
Christian people from stirring hand or foot in connection 
with the enterprise. Teachers, male and female, came to 
aid; and one unmarried lady gathered over one hundred 
children, whom she yet retains in her Sunday-school, 
otherwise the work in Gotha is cold. In Arnstadt, a 
lady, with her two young nieces, gathered about forty 
children every Sunday in their own dwelling, and the 
work was followed with success. After some years a 
place for the school was obtained, and eleven female 
teachers and more than two hundred children met. 
A clergyman took part in the superintendence, but soon 
divisions arose as to whether a teachers’-meeting, the 
opening of the school with prayer, and other customs, 


the first three ladies showed how little real interest they 
had in the work. These three remained faithful, and 
now have a school of sixty children. 

In Coburg, a lady gathered about thirty children for a 
Sunday-school, and for a sewing and other secular school 
on week-days. Her health failing, she sought recovery 
in vain in Italy. The place is empty, and her schools 
are closed, In Erfurt, a Sunday-school flourished for six 
years, under the overseer of the orphan asylum. There 
were ten teachers and about three hundred children in 
this Sunday-school. It was a work that went to the 
hearts of the children. But in 1872, its chief upholder 
went away, and could not induce one of the fourteen 
evangelical clergymen in Erfurt to take his place. Since 
then the Erfurt school has been closed. Its most noted 
possession, the cell of Luther, has also, within that time, 
been destroyed by fire. At the beginning of the present 
year, 1879, two pastors expressed a wish to found a new 
Sunday-school, 

In Rudolstadt, Deacon Leo, a son-in-law of Professor 
Ahlfeld of Leipzig, leads a Sunday-school with ten lady 
teachers and one hundred children, in a place provided 
by the princess. In Eisenach, Herr Pastor Becker, from 
Hannover, five years ago stationed by the Duke as 
preacher, incumbent of St. Anna’s Church, has, to the 
surprise and directly in opposition to the will of the 
city pastors, gathered a congregation. His services are 
more numerously attended than those of all the other 
pastors put together. Among his works is especially to 
be mentioned the great Deaconesses’ House, in whose 
chapel he holds a Sunday-school with seventeen lady 
teachers and two hundred children,—all for whom there is 
room. 

In Weimar, seventeen Christian women, on the first 
Sunday in Advent, 1876, started in the splendid rooms 
of the duchess, with her permission, a Sunday-school 
that soon ran up to a membership of one hundred and 
fifty. After many and urgent requests, a professor took 
the superintendence. He continued as long as it was 
possible, the school meanwhile growing and prospering ; 
but when unable to continue, the lady teachers had their 
battle to fight alone, for no superintendent could be found 
in all Weimar. Then Dr. Winzer, for thirty years pro- 
fessor in the University of London, came forward and 
took the superintendence, with Pastor Trebitz, of Grund- 





stedt (one hour distant), as general adviser. There was 
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much talk, and much opposition to this unheard-of inno- 
vation in Weimar. But the school lived, and grew, and 
became respected and popular in the city. It now num- 
bers over seven hundred children, and its festivals and 
anniversary exercises are approved by the duke and by 
the people, and by the heretofore almost empty churches. 

Of Sunday-school development in Schleswig, a writer 
in Der Sonntagsschulfreund, of Berlin,—from which the 
above facts are derived,—states that he entered upon work 
in a town in that region in 1873, determined to start a 
young people’s union and a Sunday-school. The church 
organist declining to help, a Roman Catholic hautboy 
player in an infantry regiment was engaged for the 
children’s service. “I began to work,” says the writer, 
“with the children of my own congregation: visits at the 
houses and circulars made my purpose known, and every- 
where I found a more or less favorable reception, 
I began with about fifteen children, at first only in the 
form of a children’s service, at half-past two o’clock in 
the afternoon. My aim was steadfast, however, to work 
it into a Sunday-school after the English system. As the 
dear God often lets us know by experience, so that we may 
learn patience and humility, it went not only very slowly 
at first, but decidedly backwards. The summer kept the 
children together, and some came also from other con- 
gregations; but the winter was a time of hard trial. It 
not seldom happened that of the whole number only 
some five were present; and once, indeed, when not even 
five were there, I have gone back home again, and the 
temptation came upon me to give up the whole work. 
Only one thought held me to it,—that it was God’s busi- 
ness, not mine, and as I had begun it in his name, so I 
could not possibly abandon it again; and that the time 
must come, too, when he would bless it visibly. And 
the time did come, and came decidedly swifter than I had 
dared to expect. A good man advised me, in the autumn 
of 1876, to change the hour. He showed me that many 
families liked to gather with the children in the after- 
noon, or to take them, at least the older ones, to church 
with them in the forenoon, when they would not like to 
let them go the long distance again in the afternoon, and 
soon. I followed his advice, and the number of children 
grew and grew, and kept visibly increasing. Four weeks 
afterwards I was able to begin the Sunday-school with 
thirty or forty children in five classes. Since then the 
work has continually gone forward and expanded. 
We have now eleven classes, and I could have more 
if I could procure reliable teachers in greater number. 
My list shows one hundred and seventy-five children of 
all ages and stations in life, the girls being always in the 
majority,—one hundred and thirty-three girls to forty-two 
boys. The services take place at half-past eleven in the 
forenoon, in the castle church, and last till half-past one. 
Clergymen from the province have been present at dif- 
ferent times to see the curiosity for themselves. The 
daughter of the pastor in Bargteheide, on witnessing our 
work, resolved to begin a like work herself, and carried 
it out. Now a Sunday-school library has come into exist- 
ence, which is actively used by about eighty boys. It 
numbers one hundred and sixty volumes. Though I was 
at first fearful that the establishment of a second Sunday- 
school in the place—which came to pass—a school having 
from fifty to sixty scholars, might do me injury, I now 
hold the contrary opinion, and greatly desire its growth, 
so that ours will not become too large.” 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 

—A territorial Sunday-school convention for the Indian 
Territory will be held at Caddo on Thursday, May 8. 

—The Mississippi state Sunday-school convention will 
assemble at Kosciusco on Wednesday and Thursday, 
May 7 and 8. 

—The next Illinois state Sunday-school convention 
will gather at Bloomington on Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday, May 14-16. 

—The Sunday-school convention of East Tennessee, 
representing the schools in that section of the state, will 
meet at Maryville, May 15, 16. 

—The state Sunday-school convention of Texas will 
meet at Corsicanna on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 
29, 30. Letters of inquiry should be addressed to the 
Rey. William E. Hall, secretary, Waco, Texas. 


GENERAL. 


—The Rey. E. P. Hammond has been working for four 
weeks in Brantford, Ontario, whence he has gone to 
Chatham, Ontario. 


—To those who remember when travelers in I taly had 
to leave their Bibles, or, for that matter, all their books, 
behind them on entering the Roman territory, it may 
seem a little strange that a bookseller’s catalogue lately 





received from Turin contains notices of fifty-three differ- 
ent editions of the Bible, or parts thereof, in different 
languages. 

—Efforts have been undertaken in New York to raise 
money for the Hungarian town of Szegedin, recently 
destroyed by flood. The committee having the matter in 
charge consists of the Rev. Drs.. Howard Crosby and 
Samuel M. Hamilton, and Mr. Gustavus Alexy. Contri- 
butions may be sent to the mayor of New York, Mr. 
Edward Cooper. 

—<A convention of clergymen is to be held in Spring- 
field, Mass., May 6 and 7, to consider the due observance 
of the Sabbath. The four western counties of Massachu- 
setts are to be specially represented; and among the 
persons whose presence is hoped for are the Rev. Drs. 
John Hall, William M. Taylor, Stephen H. Tyng, Jr, 
and Phillips Brooks; Joseph Cook, Professor L. T. 
Townsend, General J. R. Hawley, and the Rev. L. W. 
Bacon. 


—On the occasion of the issuing of a new, altered and 
enlarged edition of the “Sonntagsschulharfe” or Chil- 
dren’s Harp, a singing-book for the Sunday-schools of 
Berlin especially, and all Germany in general, the com- 
poser, Albert Becker, publishes in the Sonntagsschul- 
freund, of Berlin, a very long, able, and instructive article 
on his work in preparing that new edition, and upon the 
needs of German Sunday-schools in regard to music. 
The following extract is worth translating for American 
readers: “To the wish that has been expressed, that the 
church hymns should be left out of this collection in 
order to make room for a richer selection of popular 
spiritual songs, indulgence could not, of course, be granted. 
The Sunday-school, whose aim and effort is to promote 
the churchly and Christ-like feeling among the people, 
must not in any way withdraw from the church, but 
must stand in the closest connection with her. Therefore 
the book which is to contaia its songs must not be lack- 
ing in those of the church, but must yield up to them the 
first place in its pages.” 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 
eee ee ae ; 

Among the many helps to the study of the Bible which 
have so multiplied during the past few years, that which is 
popularly known as the Speaker’s Commentary is one of 
the most familiar to general and special students. Its 
several volumes have been promptly reissued in this country ; 
the Old Testament is now complete in six volumes; while 
the first of the four volumes in which the New Testament 
is to be comprised has lately appeared. Messrs. E. P. Dut- 
ton & Co., of New York, now introduce to American readers 
a new enterprise, founded on the same work. Its full title 
is The Students’ Commentary on the Holy Bible, fownded on 
the Speaker's Commentary ; and its object is to condense the 
ten octavo volumes of the larger work into six volumes of 
handy duodecimo size. This condensation is to be attained 
by the omission of fuller details and more exclusively 
scholarly disquisitions; yet without the omission of such 
information as is necessary to enable the reader to bring to 
the study of the text such aids as modern biblical scholarship 
can offer. The spiritual applications of the larger commen- 
tary—or what the old writers used to call the “improvement” 
of the sacred text—are set aside, wherever necessary, in 
favor of more strictly explanatory passages. The original 
comments are retained, and additions are enclosed in brackets. 
The text is printed in paragraphs, with marginal references, 
and follows in the main the well-known paragraph Bible of 
the London Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowl- 
edge. The notes are printed at the foot of the page, and 
the several introductions immediately precede the books to 
which they belong. The page is compactly, but very neatly 
and clearly, printed in double columns. There are but few 
woodcuts, and no maps. The general work of condensation 
and editorship has been done by the Rev. J. M. Fuller, a 
Church of England clergyman. It will be seen that the 
work, in its whole or its parts, will be of value to Sunday- 
school teachers and elder scholars. Its price is $2.50 a Vol- 
ume, or $15 for the six volumes; and purchasers of the 
whole set can, of course, take a volume at a time, as they 
appear. The publishers also announce that they will make 
the usual discount to teachers. (12mo, cloth, pp. 461.) 


Popular lectures on the rudiments of science are much in 
vogue, and the fashion is a good one. Ten such lectures 
were delivered in the spring of 1878, at St. John’s Wood, 
London, by Arabella B. Buckley, on The Fairyland of Science. 
They have now been rewritten from the short notes used on 
those occasions, and published in a volume. The title is a 
portion of the imaginative machinery employed to interest 
the children, to whom the lectures were addressed. The 
style is simple and attractive; the elements of the scientific 
miscellany set forth are well stated, with the least possible 
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use of technical terms; and the book is as accurate as popu- 
lar and familiar works on such subjects usually are when 
written, as is the present case, by persons who have dipped 
into the matter, or skimmed its surface, for their own recrea- 
tion, and wish to communicate their delight to others. 
Among the inaccuracies is one long ago exploded by the 
better meteorologists, but still clung to by many professionals ; 
namely, that the winds are caused directly by the rising of 
heated air with such rapidity and force as to cause the hori- 
zontal wind-rush. In this way these lectures faultily ex- 
plain the land and sea breezes, as well as the trade winds. 
We were generally all so instructed when children; but 
science has passed beyond such puerilities as explaining by 
a fancied, non-existent, local cause a local phenomenon 
that owes its origin to a far more intricate and extended 
atmospheric system. In the main the lectures are highly 
instructive, as well as readable by both grown folks and 
children; but the distance is immense between them and 
the more charming and accurate children’s lectures by such 
a master as Faraday. It is a good book, and greatly enli- 
vened and helped by the illustrations, but quite diffuse; and 
its plane is not high. It is the pleasant lady keeping up 
the talk to amuse the children, and talking something more 
than prattle; and yet not giving evidence of the highest 
attainments. (12mo, cloth, pp. viii, 244. New York: D. 
Appleton & Co. Price, $1.50.) 


Many wholesome, sincere, and anxious Bible students, after 
reaching mature years, would be glad, if they cannot be 
Greek scholars, yet at least to learn something about the 
original of the New Testament ; and many a one whose years 
of youth are passing in an occupation which precludes sys- 
tematic study, would be glad to know how to economize the 
moments he has, so that he may, by dint of perseverance, 
become thoroughly familiar with the Greek Bible. To 
either of these classes the volume entitled An Introduction to 
the Greek of the New Testament, by Professor George L. Cary, 
is an excellent help. It presupposes a knowledge of ordi- 
nary English grammar, and gives the student of the New 
Testament Greek just such help as he needs, neither burden- 
ing him with non-essentials for the sake of a complete sys- 
tem, nor starving him for lack of sufficient meat. The forms 
in the paradigms even, as far as possible, are taken from the 
actual text of the Greek Testament, as are the other exer 
cises, of course; and ail in very handsome type. Useful 
hints are scattered through the book. In plan, it is nearest 
to Crosby’s little Greek elementary exercises, which lead one 
gradually up so as to be able to read Xenophon’s Anabasis. 
In like manner this book prepares one for a larger grammar 
of the New Testament Greek, and for reading the sacred 
volume itself. It is not in any respect a pretended royal 
road to learning, or otherwise tainted with quackery. (12mo, 


cloth, pp. vii, 66. Andover, Mass.: Warren F. Draper. | 


Price, 75 cents.) 


Stories about Joan of Arc will never lose their popularity. 
A new biography of the heroine has been written by Mrs. 
Charles, the author of The Schonberg-Cotta Family, under 
the title of Joan the Maid, Deliverer of France and England. 
The author calls it “a story of the fifteenth century done 
into modern English,” and its very brief paragraphs, with 
some other internal evidences, seem to indicate a French 
origin. But the division of chapters into “ Percival’s Story,” 
“Elaine’s Story,” etc.—familiar to the readers of Mrs. 
Charles’s earlier books—is retained. The tale is pleasantly 
written, in a spirit of enthusiastic eulogy. It is hardly 
necessary to say that Mrs. Charles has presented it in a form 
suitable for Protestant readers. (12mo, cloth, pp. 357. New 
York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. Price, $1.50.) 


There is a general utility in a series of books like the 
Health Primers which D. Appleton & Co., of New York, 
are republishing. But this, by no means, extends to all 
its single volumes. The last issue, Persona! Appearances in 
Health and Disease, by Dr. Sidney Coupland, has very little 
value for the general reader, for the reason that it does not 
come within the realm of direct suggestion. Popular books 
on hygiene should be strictly kept within very limited 
bounds. Miscellaneous medical reading is one of the most 
unprofitable and injurious employments in which the human 
mind can engage. Beyond the knowledge of a few plain 
rules, any intelligent physician would prefer that his patient 
be unfamiliar with the literature of disease. (18mo, cloth, 
pp. 96. Price, 40 cents.) 


A sufficiently comprehensive “introduction to prehistoric 
study” (such is the sub-title of the book) is presented in 
The Dawn of History, by Mr. C. F. Keary, of the British 
Museum. It is written in a modest spirit, and yet with such 
confidence, as far as it goes, and such constant reliance on 
authorities, as to give the reader an impression of security 
in the author’s guidance. It lacks the brilliancy of that 
more elementary work on the same subject, Mr. Edward 
Clodd’s Childhood of the World, but it is also free from 
the iconoclastic and radical spirit of that injurious book. 
The cheapness of its price, for a work of this character, 
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deserves mention. (12mo, cloth, pp. viii, 
240. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
Price, $1.25.) 


Numbers 2, 3, and 4 of the series of 
“Chautauqua Text Books,” published by 
Nelson & Phillips, New York, are Studies 
of the Stars, by the Rev. Dr. Henry W. 
Warren ; Bible Studies for Little People, by 
the Rev. B. T. Vincent and English History, 
by Dr. J. H. Vincent. Each is an excellent 
piece of intelligent condensation for learners. 
Number 7 in the same series is devoted to 
the “Memorial Days” of the Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific Circle, and contains 
Bryant’s Thanatopsis, Forest Hymn, and 
Planting of the Apple Tree; Milton’s Ode 
on the Morning of Christ’s Nativity, and the 
lines on Satan, in Paradise Lost; Shake- 
speare’s soliloquies of Cardinal Wolsey and 
Hamlet; and Addison’s Vision of Mirza, and 
Omnipresence and Omniscience of the Deity. 
Each of these pamphlets is neatly printed, 
strongly bound in paper, contains about fifty 
pages, and costs ten cents. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


The Grammar of Painting and Engraving. Trans- 
lated from the French of Blanc’s Grammaire des 
Arta du Dessin. By Kate Newell Doggett. Illus- 
trated. (Third edition.) = cloth, pp. xx, 330. 
Chicago: 8. C. Griggs & Co 


The History of the Enjtish —_ 
ton, D.D. 16mo, cloth, pp. vill 
Cassell, Petter, & Galpin. Price, $1.5 


By 
a. 


W. F. Moul- 
New York: 


Personal Appearances In Health and Disease. 
Sydney Coupland, M.D. (Health Primers.) 
pe 2 PP. 96 New York: D. Appleton & Co. 


By 
18mo, 
Price, 


ple. By 


A Short History of France, for young 
Mrs. . Chicago: 


. KE. 8. Kirkland. 16m0, cloth, pp. 
Jansen, McClurg, & Co. ‘50. 


a Ad Life. By none Swing. 
‘he same. Price, $1.00. 


BA Essays. By Matthew Arnold. 12mo, cloth, 
BPio xi, 47. New York: Macmilian & Co. Price, 


Price, $1 


16mo, cloth, pp. 


An Introduction to the Greek of the New Testament. 
By George L. Cary. 12mo, cloth, pp. viii, 66. An- 
dover, Mass.: Warren F. Draper. rice, 75 cents. 

By Mrs. Mary 


A Good Name a Goodly Heritage. 
Ay R. Boyd. illustrated, 16mo, cloth, pp. 240. Phils 
delphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


Dancing as a Christian Amusement. By George C. 
lieckman, D.D. 18mo, paper, pp. 36. The same. 


Greek Hero-Stories. By Barthold Georg Niebuhr. 
Transiated by Benjamin Hoppin. Illustrated by 
Suet Mend: Hoppin. iémo, cloth pp. 120. New York: 

Co. Price, $1.00. 

Joan the Maid, deliverer of France and England. 
A story of the fifveenth century, done into modern 
English by the author of The Chronicles of the 
Schonberg-Cotta Family. 12mo, cloth, pp. 357. The 
same. Price, $1.50. 

Tenth Annual Re ont of the Board of Indian Com- 
missioners, fur the year 1878. 8Vvo,  imber: pp. 157. 
Washington: Government Printing 

The Four Gespels united into one, newly translated 
from the original, and rendered into verse. By 
Elab a Kimball. i2mo, cloth, pp. xxiv, 612. New 
York: G. W. Carleton & Co. Price, $1.50. 

Words for the Faithful; or, Daily Moning ang and ~y ~4 
ing Food for the Christian Year. Gath red by th 
Rev. Charlies F. Hoffman, M.A. 18mo. paper, pe. 
51. New York: American Church Press. 

Manual for Visitors among the Poor; with a classified 
and descriptive directory to the charitable and bene- 
ficent iustitutions of Philadelphia. Pubiished by 
the A Society for Cryanising Charitable 
Reiiet an pressing Mendicancy. i6émo, cloth, 
pp. 217. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 


oe BE Services for the use of Sunday-schools. 
pared by William C. gy" (Second edition.) 
Oblong i6m0 paper, pp. 16 ew York: Athenaeum 
Publishing Hou 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


this week is 27,750 copies. 

» te snag wk to examine the subacrip- 

tion list at any time. Uniform advertising 

rate for ordinary advertisements 15, cents per 
agate line for each and every insertion. 


THE COST OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
BOOKS, 

While the prices of all the other necessa- 
ries of life have fallen enormously during the 
past four years, books, which assuredly come 
under the head of necessaries, have stood, 
with few exceptions, at very nearly the rates 
which they held during the war. This is 
especially true of Sunday-school books. The 
reader who looks over the advertising pages of 
this week’s paper will notice that at least one 
house makes its prices to suit the times. 
Messrs. Dodd, Mead, and Company, whose 
economical libraries have for the past two 
years found their way into a great number 
of schools, announce a reduction in their 
entire juvenile list. The prices fall at one 
stroke nearly 50 per cent. Books that on the 
average Sunday-school publishers’ list are 
marked at $1. 25 to $1. 50—books of over 300 
pages—are here marked at 80 cents; books 





from 150 to 300 pages are furnished at the retail 
price of 65 cents. These books are strongly and 
tastefully bound. As to their literary merit, 
a glance over the list of authors will show 
that no house in the country can offer better 
mental pabulum. Nothing that can be said 
will strengthen the deserved estimation in 
which are held such names as Norman Mac- 
leod, Dr. John Hall, the author of the 
“ Schénberg-Cotta Family,” Edward Garrett, 
Hesba Stretton, Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, Ly- 
man Abbott, Dr. Jessup, Martha Finley, and 
others of this list. In conclusion, one word 
to superintendents and librarians. Here, 
gentlemen, are publishers who are alive 
to the needs of the time, who offer a 
good article at a low price. Their success 
in this movement is a matter of interest to 
every one of you. Therefore, give them the 
most practical kind of support,—when you 
add to your library, put in their books. 





FREE.—The Labor of Love and Food 
for the Lambs to any Sunday-school 
superintendent THREE MONTHS, Send 
your name to the publisher, Edwin A. 
Wilson, Springfield, Illinois. 


ARM CHAIR-DESES, and book-rests, cheap, 
but unique and handy, and convenient in 
house or office, are made extensively in 
Lansing, Michigan, by a firm whose adver 
tisement appears in this paper. 


A Cough, Cold, or Sore Throat requires 
immediate attention, as neglect oftentimes 
results in some incurable Lung Disease. 
“ Brown’s Bronchial Troches” will almost 
invariably give relief. 25c. a box. 


“The Prayer Meeting and its Improve- 
ment,” by Rev. Lewis O. Thompson. Price, 
$1.25. Fourth edition. Ask your bookseller 
for it, or send price to the publisher, W. G. 
Holmes, Chicago, and have it forwarded by 
mail. 





SPECIAL NOTICES. 
ANTNER’s Book of 


000 engravi Gite tee & Walker, 05 | gr 
er, 
1 satnut Sireck, Philadelynia. 

THE GENUINE ARTICLE.—The great popular- 
te of “ Wiibor’s pound of Crd Liver Oit and Lime” 
has induced some unpeincigne’ pees to attempt to 
mys off a simple article of thelr own manufacture; 

ut any p-rson who is suffering from Coughs, Colds, 
or Consumption, should be careful where they pur- 
chase this articie. It requires no puffing. The results 
of its use are its best recommendations: and the pro- 
prietor has ample evidence on file of its extraordinary 

in pul y complaints. The Phosphate of 

Lime possesses a most marvelous healing power, as 

combined with the pure Gos Liver Oil py r. Wilbor. 

This medicine is roauiee wry bors Cnet by the medical 

all drug — by A. B. Ibor, Chemist, Boston, and 
rugg 


HE PHILADELPHIA NORMAL CLASS meets 
pM gd Honey ¢' evening at 8 o'clock, in the Assemb! 
Presbyterian Board of he —/ 
Chest Breet Leader, oe All 
superintendents, officers, and Lae oe those ex- 
pecting to be teachers are welcomed. 
Beatty’s Celebrated Pianos & Organs, Washington,N.J. 


_ Charles Scribner's Sons, 743 Broadway, N. Y. 
li Cent Zephyr. “Finn, Seventh 1 and Arch, Phila, 


Read the NEW YORK SUN. 
Use “ Maize Flour Toilet Soap.” 
Rob’t Carter & Bros., Publishers, 530 Broadway, N. b 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, Springfield, Mass. 
SUBSCRIBE FOR LITTELL’S LIVING AGE. 


Collins’ Paragraph Testament. 414 Broadway, N. ¥. 


























_J.L. Patten & Co., Publishers of Leisure Hours, N.Y. 
SEND FOR CATALOGUES to 
Cassell, Petter & Galpin, New York 
USTER’S “ BON MARCHE ” for Millinery & 
\/ Goods, 43 N. 8th Street, Phila. Goods sent by mall, 
EVELL’S classified reference catalogue of 8. a 
plies free to any address. F. H. Revell. Chicago 


(j42RiGUES BROS..Phile, Pa., &. 8. i, Supplies, 


RYANT’S LATEST Complete a 
Address, Fords, Howard & Hulbert, N. Y. 























cm & Views, for S. 8. Teach 
JERUSALEM. e, 20 cts; he cae as ns, 
Catalogue, 3cts. A.O. Van Lennep, Mon N. J. 
Q=F> tor Cmialogue of Ay ye Books 
Union. No. Pi neat Oheatnnut Street. Philadelphia. 
GFRMAN ‘SPICE, sample, 10 cents. Pastor Drawer 
#4, Plattevule, Wis. 
5C CHROMO, Gold- Border, etc., 10¢., no 2 a or 
9) @ Cupid cards, 10c. J. B. Husted, Nassau, N. Y. 
30 Fancy Cards, Chromo, Snowflake, &c., no 2 alike 
with bame,l0cts. J. Minkler & Co. , Nassau, N. Y. 
5 Fectepes Snowflake,Chromo, Motto,Cards, name 
in gold and jet, lOc, G. A. Spring, E. Wallingford, cL. 
5 Perfumed Cards, Chromo, Motto, Snowflake, e 
with name and case lic. H. M.Smith, Clinton wines’ 
2 5 of the Prettiest Cords = ever saw, with name 
10¢.. Eo Gro. L. BD & Oo., Nassaa. N.Y 
25 Fancy Cards, all styles, with name in gilt, one y 
sple.did page, 24 col. paper. The Home Visitor, | 
only 20c., club 6, $1. Schell Bros., Smith's Landing, 4¢ 
In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 





For April, May, and June. 





The Scholars’ Quarterly for the second quarter of 1879 is ready for delivery. With the 


increased circulation of this periodical 


, the publisher has been enabled to make improve- 


ments in it, which otherwise could not have been afforded. The additional pages of familiar 


and appropriate music, together with the colored maps and other new features, have made it 


more helpful and popular than ever. 


Every one pronounces the book wonderfully cheap for 


what it furnishes. Will you not try it in your school? You can subscribe for only three months 


at a time, if you prefer it. Many superintendents who could not raise $25 at once for a hundred 


copies one year, have found that they can easily raise $6.25 every three months. You will find 
your teachers and scholars willing to pay for a really good thing,—if they are once permitted to 
try it. Send seven cents for a specimen copy. Address, 


_JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





WEMPLE & KRONHEIM, 


ART PUBLISHERS, 


J. C. MIDDLETON, Manager. 
Salesroom, 79 White St. Factory, 536, 538, and 540 Pearl St., New York. 


We are able to offer to the Trade FLORAL ILLUMINATED and PICTORIAL CARDS in 
for BIRTHDAY, ADVERTISING CARDS, and many other purposes. 


adapted EASTER, 
specialty of the most attractive 


varieties, 
e make a 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND DAY SCHOOL REWARD CARDS, 


“ — Ms ye _— 4: inducements Se papententemte and Teachers, and they are recommended to apply 


ksellers’ and Statio 


ah} sit ry QUALITY our goods are equal to the FINEST IMPORTED, and lower in price than 
the best American. 


In ——- 
pemell produce many noveities 


pert AGENTS Sab a the NEW 
mprehensive 
nun. Commentary 


THis Great WorRK combines in a single volume, 
the Commentaries of fas JAMIESON, FauUssEeT, Brown, 
HENRY, and Scort, with the entire Text of the Bible. 
The pian of the work — the Ne Bible and the 

at once the reader, thus enabling 
—] to know instantly ‘the cri critical meaning ofeng pee 
as well as its devotional character, p cal 
Sppilcation, eto. ete., etc., without 4 much as turning a 
leaf, It & contains Rs 50,000 RALLEL PAssaGEsS 
side of the Text. The whole work 
fF inagnificen Aw ilustrated w with fine engravi and 
ete, series 0 elegant new ps 
researches, is 


Poe ton 
rah vox aa will be foand the the fullest, most qoaventems, 
and in Be ip rey = “THE BEST” Comm 


st Bibl 
Bcholare. “The 1 Rates ded tees awe ie Buca 


wTiteateetes 
50 cents in pos ee, Sees. reulars with full infor- 
mation ents wanted. 


fren ddress, 
A.D. wea ‘ON & CO., Publishers, 
_ Hartford |, Conn. © 


men pages (one number) mailed for 


GERMONS. 
By the RT. REV. WM. B. STEVENS, D.D., 
Bishop of Pennsylvania. 
12mo. 25 Sermons, $1.75. 

“ Bishop Stevens, in our opinion, bas no superior as 
a sermonizer in the whole American Church; and the 
ee will, no doubt, have a very large sale.’ *—[{Our 

jocese. 


STEPS TO CHRISTIAN MANHOOD. 
DAILY WORDS FOR YOUNG MEN. 
By ROSALIND MARRYAT. 


With an Introductory Note iy A the Rev. HENRY C. 
POTTER, Dv. 128 pages. Paper, 30 cents ; cloth, 50 cents. 

“There is a period in every young life, perhaps the 
most critical, and often the least understood, when 
boyhood is Beware into manhood, and en every 
day isa a rward into the opening responsibilities 
of manly ! 

“Itisto this period that the following pages undertake 
to speak. They have at least the merit of simplicity, 
directness and earnestness. Better still, they are out- 
spoken about things which need to be frankly and 


courageously dealt with, and they recognize the perils | 


of opening manhood, notin one walk of life alone, but 
in any lot, and amid the most favorable surroundings. 
“Some Daily Words like these, which are not simp] 
hortatory, but practical and specific in their counsel, 
seem to meet areal want ina very helpful way.’ 
{From Introductory Note by the Rev. Dr. Potter. 


By mail, post-paid, on receipt of price. 
E. P. DUTTON & CO., Publishers, 
718 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies ot 





The Times in good condition, and have them | 
at hand for reference, should use a binder. | 
We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, | 


plain binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, 


half leather, for $1.50. These binders have | 


been made expressly for The Times, and are 
of the best manufacture. The papers can be 
placed in the binder week by week, thus 
keeping the file complete. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


[hotest in the world— —Importers’ prices— 

Largest Company in America—staple article 

Nereeatg— everybody—Trade continually in- 
Agents wanted everywhere— 

t time — for 


Otrentar. 'iduonente don't wastes P.O. Box 1287 














ourselves to the Trade as art Publishers, we would state that we shall constantly increase 


Aural Sunday-Schals 


Our complete series of Papers and International 
Lesson Helps for the Sammer of 1879, edited by the 
Rev. EDWIN W. Rick, include: 


GRADED LESSON PAPERS. 


A separate Paper for each grade. 
1, The Advanced Paper, for Senior Classes, 
2. The Intermediate Paper, tor Main School, 
3. The Primary Paper, for Little Scholars. 
The price of each paper is $7.50 per year for 100 copies. 


THE SCHOLAR’S COMPANION 


Has as full and interesting Lesson Helps for Scholars 
(on an entirely new plan) as other papers have for 
teachers. Monthly, 20 cents a year; clubs of five and 
over, 15 cents. 


THE SCHOLAR’S HAND-BOOK 


A complete Pocket Commentary, for Scholars and 
Teachers, on the International Lessons. Part XI., 
January to July; Part XII., July to December. Price 
of each part, 10 cents; 100 copies, $8.00. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD 


Furnishes Lesson Explanations, Llustrations, and 
other helps for teachers, by Rev. Jonn Hauu, D.D., 
of New York, Prof. Grores E. Post, M.D., of Beirut, 
Syria, Rev. EpwIn W. RIc#, and others, with special 
Primary Class Helps by Mrs. ALICE W. KNox. 
Monthly, 50 cents a year. By mail, 60 cents; in clubs 
55 cents. 


QUARTERLY REVIEW PAPERS. 


1. The Large Review Chart, 3}, feet long and 5 feet 
wide, large bold type. 25c. each; $1 per year. 

2. The Superintendent's Review Paper, 2 cents each; 
8 cents per year. 

3. The Scholars’ and Teachers’ Review Paper, 75 cents 
per 100 copies; $3 per year. 


THE CHILD’S WORLD 


For children and youth, having an article in every 
number by the great children’s preacher and writer, 
Rev. RIcHARD NEWTON, D.D., with large and attrac- 
tive pictures. 100 copies per year, monthly, $12; semi- 
monthly, $24. 

The papers are furnished for any number of months, 
postage paid, at the above yearly rates. 10 copies and 
over at the 100 rates. Send orders to 


American Sunday Schoo! Union, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia; 8 and 10 
Bible House, New York; 73 Ran- 
dolph Street, Chicago. 


Catalogue of Books and specimens of papers mailed free. 


Christian Workers. 


I OFFER TWO DOLLARS’ WORTH OF VALU- 
ABLE MATERIAL FOR ONE DOLLAR. The 
list is as follows: 


Three Hundred Religions Anecdotes and Illustra- 
tions, Five Hundred Bible Readiugs, Que Hundred 
and Ninety Important Texts for Christian Workers, 
Twelve Bible Verse Indicators, Ten Interesting Nar- 
ratives by Rev. George F. Pentecost, Rev. George C. 
Needham, Mrs. Jane D. Chaplin. and others, Moody's 
Revised Addresses, and How to Study the Bible. 
EBEN. SHUTE, 


52 Bromfield Street, Boston, 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








AGENTS WANTED. 
AGENTS WANTED for Dr. March’s New Book 


FROM DARK TO DAWN 


In this new volume the Popular Author of Nieut 
SCEN Es IN THE BIBLE — = vivid and thrill- 
ing force the eventa of and adds fresh 
testimony to the beauty, paunes | sublimity s. Ly 
— of the Bible. Agents will find this Book wi 

ee thoughts, beautiful engravings, and ich 
bin in the best in the market. Terma iberal. Oir- 
culars Free. J.C. MCCURDY & CO., Phila., Pa. 


Rare Books for Agents. 


“SAMANTHA AT THE CENTENNIAL.” 
By JosiaH ALLEN’s WIFE. 

“BACK FROM THE MOUTH OF HELL.” 
By a REFORMED INEBRIATE. 

Two of the most powertul es written. Their 

reputation and merit make success certain. Address 


for ency =e PUBLISHING co., 
ford, Ct.; Chicago, I 


pay.- = i ‘Onttits. What costs 4 cts 
BI jae mg for 30 cta. Catalogue free. 8. M. 
SPENCER, 1 12 2 Washington ‘Bt E Boston, Mass, 


ABBOTT'S LA TYP* ‘Tilustrated) NEW 
ESTAMENT, 





WITH NOTES, me. lendid work for agents, I Nothing 
like it. All want ft. e@, $..U0 H. 
GOODSPEED & ©O.. New York, or Cincinnati. Obio. 

GLOUCESTER, Mass., February 6, 1879. 
Eden, Shute, Esq. 

Dear Sir: We have used your Time 
Saving Library Record for two years, and believe it 
to be the quickest, the surest, and the best method now in 
use. There is no danger of giving out a book twice to 
the same scholar uniess it is specially desired, and 
with one assistant our librarian says, 


SNE HUNDRED AND FIFTY 
RAN BE CHARGED 
———“Tn Sik MINUTES 


Yours — 








H. HIGGINS, Supt. of 8. 8. 
The price of this Record is only one dollar and fifty 
EBEN. 


centa, SHUTE, Publisher, 52 Bromfield St. 
Boston. 


<SBLACKBOARD CRAYON, 


PUBLISHED ONLY FOR 
SUNDAY SCHOOLSUPERINTENDENTS 
PRICE 50¢ PER YEAR,POSTAGE PAID. 
aAp\. SAMPLE COPY FREE! 


~The, PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH Co. 
PROVIDENCE,R.|. 





assor 


rsto Mason’ C5 


, \ 


KE ENGRAVING, 
ILLUMINATING, 
DIE SINKING, 


INVITATIONS 


i VISITING & PARTY 





& | IN LATEST STYLES: 
Sy) 1202 CHESTNUT ST. 


~~ 


Yi RAID 
i. HERALO/Q 


Fas, 


Work Ko 
Ra el 


_ NEW AND BEAUTIFUL. 
FOR SUNDAY 


ran en 
rice ayaa mpuceTe CARDS 


dress. J. UFFORD"’ 
SONS, = = ~~ in Fine Arta, 141 to 147 
Franklin Street, Boston, Mass. 


Life and 


ASSETS AT MARKET PRICE, 
LIABILITIES, - ~ ~ 


EXCESS OVER LIABILITIES, 


A LOW RATE OF MORTALITY MAKES CHEAP INSURANCE. 


Provident 


Trust Co. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 


INCORPORATED 3d MO. 22, » 1886. 


$4,319,987.62 
3,322,845.40 





$997,142.22 





Difference .......... 


SPRING 
JOH 


MORTALITY EXPERIENCE FROM 1866 TO 13877. 
Probable Death Losses according to the American Bxpertonce Table of Mortality, the Standard 
of the Pennsy!vania Insurance Department (511 lives weewes 
Actual Experience of the Company during the whole period (331 lives 


$1,517,908 00 
996,159 00 


$521,749 00 


SSUNMER 
KER 


THE 
Unparalleled Success of 


The Mail Department for Samples & Supplies 
at the Grand Depot, during the past season, 
has necessitated an entire refitting of the 
interior of the large room devoted exclusively 
to executing orders received by mail. 





THE LARGEST DRY GOODS & OUTFITTING HOUSE. 





Silks, 
Dress 
Goods, 
Shawls, 
Hosiery, 
Underwear, 
ae CRAND 
Zephyrs, 
Fringes, 
Ribbons, 





Notions, 


Cloths, 


Precision, Promptness and Experience, 
combined with the highest regard for even 
the slightest wishes of those who order, and 
a now almost faultless system, peculiar to 
the Grand Depot only, make this the Model 
Department of its kind In America. 


Though you live a Thousand Miles from 
Philadelphia, you can purchase at the Grand 
Depot an entire outfit or the smallest article 
in Dry Goods, etc., with the greatest ease, 
and an absolute certainty of the same exact 
attention that Is paid to customers who visit 
the establishment In person. 


Ladies’ 


Suits, 


Men’s 
Clothing, 


Shoes, 
Hats, 
Linens, 
Flannels, 


Muslins, 


DEPOT 


Stationery, 
Silverware, 


China, etc. 





THIRTEENTH ST., CHESTNUT TO MARKET 





est styles of Goods, 


about ordering. 


PHILAD 


Send a Penny Postal Card, 
what Is desired, and by return mail you will 
receive, postage paid, samples of the new- 
with the widths and 
lowest city prices, besides full particulars 


specifying 


ELPHIA 





Wonder Box.] 


It contains 12 sheets Letter Paper, 12 Envelopes, 1 Pen 
Holder, 3 Pens, 1 Lead Pencil, 10 Komik Kerds, 65 Patterns 
for faucy wo rk. 36 Bon Bon Mottoes, 60 Fancy Ornaments, 
1 Game Age Gar rds, 1 Floral Card, 5 Black Tablets, 2 Book 
Marks, 40 Silhouettes, 5 Animal Cards, 1 Perf. Motto, 3 sheets 
Colored Paper, 130 Embossed Pictures, 1 Birth-day Card, 30 
Scrap Book Pictures. Allin a Pretty Picture Box for 42 cts. 
(By Mail to any address 53 cts.) Postage Stamps taken. 
531 Pretty, Useful, and Amusing Articles. J. 
1 Bromileid St., Boston 


An Order of Service. 


There is a great demand for the Order ot 
Service contained in the Scholars’ Quarterly 
for this quarter. Consequently it has been 
printed on separate sheets, and can be mailed 
to any address. It can be used by any school, 
even where the Scholars’ Quarterly is not used. 
On the back of each sheet is printed the Re- 
sponsive Review Exercise, a part of which can 
be used on each Sunday, and the whole making 
& Most appropriate reading for the review Sun- 
day at the end of the quarter. Price, 75 cents 
per hundred copies. Printed on cardboard, 
$2.00 per hundred copies. Sent by mail with- 
out cost of postage to the purchaser. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


NEW AND 
LLUSTRATED 


JAY GOULD, 





DESI 
CATALOGUES FREE.SEND FOR ONE 


O.PUBLISHERS 





@2T 4 BINDER FOR YOUR PAPER, 





Truth, Explanatory Notes, 


“FRAMES & CHROMOS.. 


Being the publishers of more popular and choice 
Chromos than any house in America, we would call 
the attention of Agents and Dealers to our immense 
variety of subjects in 15x21, 19x27, 22x30, 24x30, Ax; 
also, 544x744 Sheet Chromos, 9x1 and 8x10 Mounted 
Chromos, F oral, Reward, Motto, and Business Cards, 
§34x21 Chromo Mottoes and Panels; also, Crayons, 
Engravings, and Picture Frames of all kinds. Our 
Chromos and Frames are so good and so cheap, that 
dealers and agents can make money faster by their 
sale than nan! an oe line of business. Send for cata- 
logues. ATHA M & CO., AS Publishers, 63 Essex 


and 92 WA Sts. Boston, Mass. 


9000! FREE! 5000!!! 


Of the little 64 Page boo! 
of Soe, its — on = a rare yt. 
ments, better than gold or silver 


ee at re. on, rece Feseipt 0 oth cut stamp. C. H. 











LESSON HELPER. 


A QUARTERLY OF FORTY-EIGHT PAGES. 


The “Lesson Helper” contains the Scripture Text of the 
International Lesson, Bible Greeting, Summary, Central 


Bible Commentary, Eclectic 


Commentary giving the opinions of the best Commenta- 
tors on the Lesson, Incidents that Illustrate the Lesson, 
Review for each Sunday, Hymns, Maps, etc. 


TERMS.—THIRTEEN CENTS A QUARTER, FIFTY CENTS A YEAR. 
HALF THIS PRICE WHEN TEN OR MORE COPIES 
ARE SENT TO ONE ADDRESS, 


EUGENE R. SMITH, PUBLISHER, Bible House, New York. 


July & Aug., 
1879. 
Third Year. 


VACATION 
PARTY TO 


EUROPE 


Send for book, “ Two Months mm Hurope,”’ and circular 
or SUMMER'S TOUR. 
reasonable rates. 


Unusual advantages at very 


oO. R. BURCHARD, 
State Normal School, Fredonia, N. Y. 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will obiige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 


Horsford’s 
ACID PHOSPHATE. 


(LIQUID.) 


For Dyspepsia, Mental and Physi- 
cal Exhaustion, Nervousness, 
Diminished Vitality, etc. 


Prepared according to the directions of E. N. Hors 
ford, late Pro.esscr in Harvard University. 


There seems to be no difference of opinion in h 
mations authority. of the value of phosphoric acid, 
and no preparation has ever been offered tothe public 
which seems to so happily meet the general want as 


this, 

It is not nauseous, but agreeable to the taste. 

No danger can attend its use. 

Its action will harmonize with such stimu- 
lants as are necessary to take. 

It makes a delicious drink with water and 
sugar only. 

Prices reasonable. Pamphlet giving further par- 
ticulars mailed free on appiication to manulacturers., 

Manufactured by the RUMFORD CHEMICAL 


WORKS, Providence, R. I. 


oan INVALI 


Is alt put - in tincans. Sold at 35c., 65c., $1.25, 
$1.50. Take no other. In use for 40 years. 
WOOLRICH & CO. on every label. 


h 





MUSICAL L INSTRUMENTS. 
READER! BEFORE BUYING A 


PIANO or ORGAN 


Do not fail to send for my latest 20-Page Iilustrated 
Newspaper with much valuable information Free. 
New Pianos, $125, $135 and ——— New Organs, $66 
to $440. sure to a = — buying elsewhere. 
Beware of Imitators. 


DANIEL F. sate. © Washington, N. J. 





NO DECEPTION. 
THE IMMENSE STOCK OF 
GREAT SALE! PIANOS AND ORGANS 


GREAT SALE OF 
GREAT SALE! — we [TY AxD STYLES 
pM eo FOR A 


GREAT SALE! 

GREAT SALE! T TIME, BELOW 
GREAT SALE! MANUFACTURERS" COST, 
GREAT SALE! TO 

GREAT SALE! REDUCE OUR LARGE STOCK 
GREAT SALE! BEFORE 

GREAT SALE! vem | weather sets in. 

GREAT SAt. E! Cc. HEPPE. Philade! hia. 


C 
af IDAY. - SCHOO) 
SIC:8 


9000 mu PHAR cost 
Owing to IMU and Discentinuing Publish- 
ing, we will sell our entire stock of Sunday- 
School Music Books at the following prices :— 
SONGS OF GRACE AND GLORY, Boards $15 
per 100. ECHOES FROM ZION, Boards $10. 
SABBATH-SCHOOL BELL, DIADEM,HEAV- 
ENLY ECHOES, CHRISTIAN MELODIST and 
CHORAL HARP, Paper, $4.. Boards, 86.RE=- 
VIVAL HYMN AND TUNE BOOK, Paper 82., 
Beards, 84. DAY SCHOOL BELL, Paper 86., 
Boards 810. Postage—Paper, 2c., Boards 4c. 
Sheet Music at Ict. per page. CANS for 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS $35 and $40, 5 Stops 845, 
7 do 850, 9 do $55 & 860,11 do 865,12 de 
870,13 do $80,Cash. Not used a year, as good as new, 
PIANOS at prices equally low. Warranted 6 
years. Send for CATALOGUES. HORACE 
WATERS & SONS, 40} East 14th St., N. Y- 


OR SIXTH: STHOMPSON. | 








Philadelphia & Reading 
RAILROAD CO. 
Season of 1879. 


PICNIC AND EXCURSION GROUNDS 


ON 
Germantown and Norristown Branch. 


“GLEN PRINCETON,” near Lafayette Station, Nor- 
ristown Branch. 

The most romantic and picturesque ground near 
Philadelphia. Good Boating and Fishing. Twenty 
(20) trains each way daily 

Sunday-school Rates : 
500 and vver, lic, 


“ EDGEWOOD,” 
Hiil Branch. 
An entirely new ground in an unsurpaseed location 
302 feet above tide water. Ball, Cricket, and 
Croquet Grounds. Twenty-one (21) trains each way 
daily. 
Sunday-school Rates: 
500 and over, Lic. 
For trains and engagements apply to 
I. A. SWEIGARD, 
Sup’t G. &. N. Branch, 900 Green St. 
Cc. G. HANCOCK, Gen’! Ticket Agent. 


100 to 249, 20c.; 250 to 499, 6c. ; 


near Walnut Lane Station, Chestnut 


100 to 249, 25c.; 250 to 490, We. ; 


lz you want a cheap lesson help for your school, and 
t the same time a good ¢ one. sen 


The Weekly Lesson Leaf 
The 





Sunday School Times. Price 
&@ month. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





[Vol. XXTI., No. 14. 








PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. — 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Published weekly 





at $2.15 a year, which includes postage. Club rates: 
From 1 to i COPIES, -.0000-2e- -----nerenewnes " ae ony h. 
~ Be. ss aquevceeccecs 





“ 


% copies one upwards. .. .....-----+ceecee---+ 1.65 


The yellow label on each paper shows up to what date 
a subacriber has paid. Jf the publisher does not by that 
date receive a request from the subscriber that the paper 
be discontinued, he will continue to send it, The paper 
will, how: ver, be stopped at any time thereafter, if the 
subscriber so desires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he has received it, 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents hag 
been discontinued, The price to all sing gle subscribers 
is now &2.15, the lowest price at which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at the 
same rate at which the club, as first formed, would be 
authorized to subscribe anew. Such additional sub 
scriptions to expire at the same time with the club as 
originally ordered, The new subscribers to pay pro 
rata for the time cf their subse . tions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to Sano nee only the post 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either asingle.or club 
subscri xtion, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will ple 
give the name of the = rson to Whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce The Times to their 
friends, can have specimen copies, sent free from this 

{fice to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, 5 cents per year. 
This paper is designed to supply superintendents with 
helps, in the line of their special work, to which teach- 
ers and scholars have not access. It is published 
monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of its price, on/y 
to subscribers of The Times who are Pastors or Super- 
intendents (including in the latter class assistant super- 
intendents, and heads of departments meeting in 
separate rooms), and who, when ordering it, siate that 
they are such. 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for The Sunday School Times, as given on the 
yellow address label on The Times. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. A separate leaf for 

every Sunday in the year. 

100 copies, one month. 

100 one year .. 

Less than 100 copies at same rate. 
for less than one month. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 
sons for three months, with Map, Bible Dictionary, 
etc., etc. 








Orders not iaken 





100 copies one year (four quarters)................ 25.00 
Single copy, one year (four quarters)............. 25 
100 copies, three months (one quarter)... .....-- 6.25 
Under 10 copies, three months, each.............. 07 





GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive any 
of these publications, can make payment for the same 
by a money order, payable at Philadelphia, to John D, 
Wattles, as follows! 

The Sunday School Times, one year, 9 shillings, 
The : Ly apes 3. 


Supe rintendents’ Paper, one year, 


The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year. 
a rates include postage, W hich is ate..7 at this 
office. 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertisements 
should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


INSURANCE. 





~ THE PENNSYLVANIA — 


Fire Insurance Co., 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
Carita, 9600,000 


IROORFORA TED F 
SSETS, $1,835,238.04 
JO a ‘DEVEREUX, wd, 
WwM. CROWELL, Secretary. 
YOUN. L. THOMSON, Ass’t Sec retary. 
ry > Y ah 
THE PENN MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE O©O., of Philadelphia. 
ASSETS ACCUMULATED, 96,280,723. 
THE PENN isa purely Mutual mpany. AU ot its 
surplus premiums are retarned to the members every 
year, thus furnishing insurance at the lowest possible 
rates. All policies non-forfeitable for their a 
Endowment og issued at life rates. AGENTS 
WANTED. ply to H. 8. STEPHENS, Viow Prost 
dent. 921 Chheataet treet. Philadelphia. Pa. 


CHURCH FURNITURE. 
BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches, 
Schools, Fire Alarms, Farms, ete. FULLY 
WARRANTED, Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, O. 
MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


Beli Founders, Troy, New York, 
Manufacture a superior Sepuis of Bells. 

Spetieirated O ven to CH H BELLS. 
Lilustrated ogues sent free, 


J. & R. LAMB, Church Furniture, 


~ COMMUNION TABLES, P PULPITS, BTC. 
Silk and Gold 8. $. Banners, $5.00 each 


Send for Circular,6g Carmine StNY 


Barlow's Indigo Blue. 


Its merits as a WASH BLUE have been fully 
tested and endorsed by thousands of housekeepers. 
Your groces oust te herent on cle. Ask for him for it, 

8. WILTBERGER, “ rietor, 

Ne @88 North Ranana gt. Philadelphia. 














In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 


you will oblige the yore as well ag the 


advertiser, 


The Sunday School 


FILL THIS OUT 


JoHnN D. WATTLES, 


io your offer to new subscribers. 


MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


~Hewest Sabbath-School Music Book! 


30,000 SOLD. 


HEAVENLY CAROLS 


By Rey. 1. Baltzell and Rey. FE. S. Lorenz. 


Including an improved Elementary and Practical 
Department on the Theory of Music, by 
KURZENKNAB E. 

176 Pages. Board Cover, single copies, by mail, 
35 cents. Per doze: 1, by mail, $4.00. Per dozen, 
by express, $3.60. 





GOLDEN SONGS, 


For the Sabbath-School. 
No Better Book in Market. 100,000 Sold. 
BY REV. |. BALTZELL. 


Including an Elementary and Practical Depart- 
ment on the Theory of Music, by J. H. Kurzen- 
knabe. 

176 Pages. Board Cover. 
mail, 35 cents; per dozen, by express, 
$4.00 per dozen by mail, postage paid. 

Address, 


W. J. SHUEY, Dayton, Ohio. 


176 


Pages of the choicest 
Music for Sunday 
Schools, Prayer 
and Praise Meet- 
ings, and a fine 
selection of 


Single copies, by 
$3.60, or 


















CLERGY 
MEN, Svu- 
PERINTEN- 


this to be decidedly’ 
the best MUSIC 
BOOK ev er published, 


choicest music,including an’ 
elementary department on 
“Theory of Music” by J. H: 
Kurzenknabe, besides contribu- 
tions from over 60 of the best Hymn 
and Music writersintheland. gin- 
gle copy 35c.—-83.60 per dozen—#30, r 
100. CRIDER & ay tg THER, 
Publishers, YORK, PA 


THE 
CROWNING 
IR 


UMPH, 


BIBLE 
TEMPERANCE 
HYMNS. 


A new collection of Songs adapted to 
the present phase of Temperance 
Work,Sunday-schools, Prayer- 
Meetings and the Home 
Circle. 


BY J. MERRITTE DRIVER. 


*,* The Songs in this book are numbered and 
arranged in the style of the celebrated Gospel Hymn 
Books. Besides the large supply of new pieces, many 


A new collection of 
devotional hymns, with 
appropriate and noble 
music by the best word 
and music writers of 
the day. The collection 
will well repay exami- 
nation. Price, $30 per 
hundred, Specimen 
copies by mail, 30 cents. 
Specimen pages gratis. 

PUBLISHED BY 


F. A. NORTH &CO. 
1308 Chestnut St., Phila. 





a selection of old favorites in Club and Lodge-room. 
Price, 30 cents by mail; $3.00 per dozen by express. 
PUBLISHED BY 
JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


805 Broadway, N. Y. Cincinnati, O. 








tisement in 


stating that saw the adver- 
» ths Shatew ‘School Tienes, 


How to introduce 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


A reader of The Sunday School Times would like to have the person named below receive 
the paper for three months on trial, and encloses herein 


Na TLE cee e nent eee eee ewe erases eeee sees ee eer eee essseseseseses 


with instrumental accompaniment, the book contains 


U% the Order of Service, found in The Scholars’ 


Times to Friends. 


AND MAIL IT. 


25 cents to pay for the same, according 


sees eee eeeeeeeseeees . 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


Latest Things in Music ! 


SHEET MUSIC. 
** Where is my Boy To-night? ”’ 


Song and Chorus, bias, Piano accompaniment. 
Mailed on receipt of 35 Cents. 


SACRED MUSIC. 


Hymn Service. 
115 Songs with Music, for the Sunday-school. 

Only $10 per 100 copies; 15 Cents by mail. 
Gospel Hymns No. 3. 
With Music, oT aed pd 100; 35 Cents by mai 

3 only, $5 per 100; 6 Cents by mail, 

Palmer’s Book of Anthems. 
192 pages, $10 per dozen ; $1 by mail. 


Easter Annual No. 3. 
Six beautiful Carols for Easter, $4 per 100; 5 Cents 
by mail. 


If you cannot find them at the nearest Music Store or 
Bookseller's, send to 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 


73 Randolph Street, | 76 East Ninth Sa 
= CHICAGO. NEW YORK 


" =| [THE SHINING LIGHT! | ig 


= A per oan th-School Music Book b 
a|Cd. H. TENNEY and A. 8. KIEFFER. 4 
= Hitupsana Mfasie beth 160 p: 

= it = ee 





z= 
ages. New 

usic by the best authors. | — 

Y. 3c. for compra copy andi a 
= terme OSH Million for e C0. ddress | = 
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| RUEBUS C0..Dayton, Va. 
an ~~ EDUCATIONAL. a 


agency for Schools & Teachers, 
8% UNION SQUARE, N. ae 


Supplies GOOD teachers with positions. 

form for stamp. Supplies Schools and 

Competent ar ae WITHO OUT CHARGE. 

T. COTESWORTH PINCKNEY, 
30 Union Square, N. Y. 


AMERICAN & FOREIGN) 
Teachers’ Agency. 


23 Union Square, New York. 


Supplies Families, Schools, and Colleges with compe- 
tent Instructors. lov or address Miss M. J. Youne. 


RGLANS PREPARATORY | SCHOOL, 


NEWBURGH, NEW YORK. 


Preparation of Boys for Yale a specialty. Our 
raduates are taking the highest rank at Yale and 
iliams. By entering their sons at ten; or not later 
than twelve years of age, parents will ain largely in 
time, expense, and thoroughness of preparation. 
“ Hints to Parents” sent on application. Correspoud- 

ence solicited. aac, 
HENRY W. SIGLAR, A. M. 


OBERLIN COLLEGE. 


Theological, Collegiate, and Preparato depart- 
ments, Elective studies. Admits both sexes. Nosaloon 
temptations. Best of religious influences. Thorough 
and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and library fees on 
27 @ year. Over 1,000 students, Spring term, Marc 
2. all term, geen i ¢ wa circulars ‘address 
J. B. T. Marsh, Sec., Oberli 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Under 
the College management. First-class teachers. Ex- 
penses low. Class instruction or private lessons, as 
preferred. Asa home for students, Oberlin is unsur- 
passed for healthfulness and religious and intellectual 
advantages. Address Professor . B. , Rice. 
pe SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES. 

4035 Chest mut a Zaetelnhio. 

( thorongh ed Refers by 

n to Clay en. Kditor not The San- 

ool Times, and Rev. W. Dana, 4001 
Street, ty Philadelpniis For EA ®., address, 

MRS, J. A. BOGARDUS.’ Principal. 


‘DAMS ACADEMY, QUINCY, MASS., 








ention 











MNOINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE 
atone antages in Literature, Science, Languages 


‘Wood and Music. 
mee S47 Davip MOORK. D.D., President. 


Maplewood Institute 


atory, Philad’a. 


4 e Review Chart and Bespousive Review ‘Exercl 


A Beare Ma Musical Sore | 
Bin. a EK. Tourjée gmt rag en veeg 


ent in The Scholars 


Pine 


Fits boys for our best Colleges. Tuition, $100 & 


year. Board at the Schoo! Boarding House, $350 a 
ear. For cataloguee and information bre PRS. to the 
aster, ILLIAM EVER 


for Young Ladies, Pitts- 


field, Mass. Spring term 
opens April 2, c, Vv. Spear & R. KE. Avery, rincipals, 


NES, SCHOOL OF KLOUOTION 4ND 
J. W. Shoemaker 


WORTH REPEATING. 


THAT I MAY KNOW HIM. 
“ T seem to know more of the Lord Jesus Christ than of 
the most intimate friend I have on earth.” —McCHEYNE. 
[From The London Witness, } 
Lord, let me talk with thee of all I do, 
All that I care for, all I wish for too. 
Lord, let me prove thy sympathy, thy power, 
Thy lovi ing oversight from hour to hour! 
When I need counsel let me ask of thee: 
Whatever my perplexity may be, 
It cannot be too trivial to bring 
To one who marks the sparrow’s drooping wing ; 
Nor too terrestrial, since thou hast said 
The very hairs are numbered on our head. 
’Tis through such loopholes that the foe takes 


aim, 
And sparks unheeded, burst into a flame. 
Do money troubles press ? ? Thou canst resolve 
The doubts or dangers such concerns involve. 
Are those I love the cause of anxious care? 
Thou canst unbind the burdens they may bear. 
3efore the inysteries of thy word or will, 
Thy voice can gently bid my heart be still, 
Since all that now is hard to understand, 
Shall be unraveled in you heavenly land. 
Or do I mourn the oft-besetting sin, 
‘The tempter’s wiles, that mar the peace within? 
Present thyself, Lord, as the absolving priest, 
To whom confessing, I go forth released, 
Do weakness, weariness, disease, invade 
This earthly house, which thou thyself hast 
mace? 
Thou only, Lord, canst touch the hidden spring 
Of mischief, and attune the jarring string. 
Would I be taught what thou wouldst have me 


give, 

The needs of those less favored to relieve? 
Thou canst so guide my hand that I shall be 

A liberal, “cheerful giver,” Lord, like thee. 

Of my life’s mission do I stand in doubt, 

Thou knowest, and canst clearly point it out. 
Whither I go, do thou thyself decide, 

And choose the friends and servants at my side, 
The books I read I would submit to thee, 

Let them refresh, instruct, and solace me. 

I would converse with thee from day to day 
With heart intent on what thou hast to say 
And through my pilgrim walk, whate’er befall, 
Consult with thee, O Lord, about it all. 

Since thou art willing thus to condescend 

‘To be my intimate, familiar friend, 

Oh, let me to the great occasion rise, 

And count thy friendship life’s most glorious 
prize! 


THE “MERRY PURIM.” - 


{From The Examiner and Chronicle. } 


There is something very impressive, even 
from an antiquarian point of view, in the 
festivities and almsgiving of the Jews in 
their annual feast of Purim. Over two 
thousand years ago Mordecai, a Jew of inde- 

endent bearing, incurred the enmity of 
Gasman, who occupied a seat “above all 
the princes” that were with King Ahasue- 
rus, and the latter was induced by him to 
condemn all the Jews in his dominions to 
death; but through the bravery of Esther 
the massacre was prevented, and Haman 
and his sons met the fate which his arro- 
gance had led him to plan for the Jews. 
Of Mordecai, now in the king’s favor, this 
simple record has come down: “ And Mor- 
decai wrote these things, and sent letters 
unto all the Jews that were in all the prov- 
inces of the King Ahasuerus, both nigh 
and far, to establish this among them, that 
they should keep the fourteenth day of the 
month Adar, and the fifteenth of the same, 
yearly, as the days wherein the Jews rested 
from their enemies, and the month which 
was turned unto them from sorrow to joy, 
and from mourning unto a good day; that 
they should make them days of feasting 
and joy, and of sending portions one to 
another, and gifts to the poor.” 

This injunction has been carried out to 
the letter. By Israelites the world over 
these two days are observed as faithfully as 
their religious days. One side of the 
Purim observance has fallen into disfavor. 
It was at first customary, during the reading 
of the Book of Esther on the eve of the 
fourteenth (that is, the night before the 
fourteenth), to hiss and make other audible 
demonstrations of hate, whenever the name 
of Haman was pronounced. The services 
in this regard are now more peacefully con- 
| ducted in many synagogues; but the dra- 
| matic entertainments and feasts, and giv- 
ing of presents, are remembered now as of 
old. 

In this country the improved social con- 
dition of the Jews has somewhat modified 
or added to this joyous season by way of 
balls, and Purim parties and Purim calls. 
Even the less orthodox keep open house 
on this great feast, and do not forget pres- 
ents and almsgiving. As an indication of 
the substantial amounts raised for public 
| objects at this festival, it may be stated 
that the recent Purim festivities at the 
Academy of Music, New York, netted 
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credit of the Hebrew Free School Asso- 
ciation. 

The Jewish Messenger, in speaking of 
the spirit with which “Merry Purim” is 
now celebrated, says that it is the most 
popular festival among the Jews, “ because 
it has no ceremonies save charity, no litany 
but benevolence.” It is curious to note 
that if this broad feeling had obtained two 
thousand years ago, the deliverance of 
Mordecai and his race from an impending 
massacre would not have been followed by 
a massacre of the enemies of the Jews. 
However that may be, it is worth while to 
emphasize the fact that the “wonder of 
human charity” is springing like a fair 
flower from the ranks of the most perse- 
cuted and the most incorrigibly exclusive 
people on the earth. They stand among 
us an eloquent witness to the correctmess 
of our Scriptures, both of what is recorded 
and of what is foretold ; and it may be that 
this “Merry Purim” festival, which has no 
ceremonies save charity, and no litany 
save benevolence, will in our day do the 
work in breaking down class prejudices 
which in apostolic times sequised two dis- 
tinct visions—one to Peter and one to 
Cornelius—to begin. 


CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY. 
[By Margaret E. Sangster. } 


To rejoice with the glad and mourn 
with the sorrowful, are Christian duties. 
Sympathy is a cordial to the dependent 
human soul, in whatever condition it may 
be. Like cold water to the thirsty, like 
wine to fainting lips, comes the the tender- 
ness of a friend in the crisis of life. It is 
hard to be alone, in those full-freighted 
hours of existence, when great happiness 
flows in on the spirit, like a mighty flood- 
tide, or in those other hours, spent and 
weary, when the tide goes out, and we sit 
down in the shadow of a heavy grief. 
Difficult in this latter case, as it sometimes 
is, to suit our sympathy to thespecial need 
of the crusched and wounded fellow-being 
who calls it forth, it is never right to 
refrain from giving it. There is ae 
in the warm clasp of a loving hand, and in 
the look of a loving eye, even if no words 
are spoken. Letters, breathing affection, 
and imparting hopes of consolation, are 
very precious to those who receive them, 
and we should not hesitate to write such, 
though we feel they are most inadequate 
as exprescions of what we would wish to 
8a mm. 

ee and faith are strong wings which 
lift the drooping spirit and bear it up. It 
is» ch to any one, in trouble, that a 

.ad cares. In the silent manifestation 
of concern, shown by your simply going to 
the home obscured, and letting it be known 
that you are sorry and distressed, and 
would fain, if you could, bear a part of the 
burden, you carry a Christ-like atmosphere, 
and the gentleness of our Master. This is 
one form. The other is, if you can, to lead 
the lonely one to look beyond, to gaze up, 
even into the heavens, which must so often 
open to receive our treasures, and hide 
them, for a season, from our sight. How 
wide a field the Scriptures afford us for 
this sort of consolation. They are full of 
tenderness. “As one whom his mother 
comforteth, will I comfort you.” I will 
not leave you comfortless; I will come to 
you.” “God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble.” “Out of 
the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord.” 
“He restoreth mv soul.” When we think 
them over, verse after verse flashes upon 
our thoughts, text after text rises, as stars 
rise in the eyening sky. It is a good thing 
to have the memory stored with these 
precious words of the Lord. They help us, 
when we need help, as no human voice 
can, as no earthly wisdom does. 

Then, too, we should cultivate, in our- 
selves, a habit of believing more than we 
do, in the unseen world, to which we are 
hastening, approaching by every thob of 
the pulse, by every hour of the day. We 
should have our conversation in heaven. 
Then when some dear one is carried there, 
we shall be able to think of him as having 
put on robes of immortality, and hope will 
reach rorth, and grasp the reality of the 
invisible. And we shall be better able to 


talk to our grieving friends of heaven as a 
home. 


F= TEN DOLLARS CASH we will insert a seven-line 
advertisement one week in a list of 269 weekly 
rep rs, or four lines in a different list of 337 papers, 
or ten lines two weeks in a choice of either of four sep- | 
arate and distinct lists containing from 70 to 100 papers 
ay or four lines one week in all four of the small 
eee or one line one week in all six lists combined 
ng More than 1,000 papers. We also have lists of 
pers by states thro hout the United States and 
Send ten cen 


wspaper A: 





ada, tor our 100- pamphlet, 
Address, GzorexE P. ROWELL & Co. Ne or Ad 
Vertising Bureau, 10 Spruce St., New York. . 


A Gennine Wheeler & Wilson Sewing Machine 


G-FOR $15. 2 


This is the most unprecedented bargain that it has 
ever been the ability of any firm to offer. @ have secured 
on exceptional favorabie terms, 1000 genuine Wheeler & Wilson machines, and offer 
them for the next sixty days at one-third their regular price. There are 
— of old-fashioned chain stitch machines that can be proew for $15, and even 

ess, but this is the frst opportunity that ever occurred to obtain a first-class modern 
machine for less than $45. Wheeler «&& Wilson’s are indisputably 
the best machines in the world, ad have been awarded more 
medals than any other machine in existence, and they are too well known inevery 
village in the United States to need minute description by us. Remember this is a 
genuine Wheeler & Wilson Family Sewing Machine, which 
makes the Lock Stitch alike on both sides, and it cannot be bought 
of the manufacturers or of any other agent for less than 945. They are warranted 
genuine Wheeler & Wilson machines, just like this picture, and the name of 
Wheeler & Wilsonis on every machine. They are mounted on @ pretty iron stand 
with a fine black walnut top and box, and elegantly decorated in gold and bronze. 
They also have the new Wheeler 4 Wilson giass foot. For the following qualities 
Wheeler & Wilson machines are unequalled :— Beauty and excellence of stitch, alike on 
both sides of — sewed. Strength, firmness and durability of seam, that will not 
rip nor ravel. Economy of thread. Attachments and wide range of application to pur- 
poses and materials, Compactness and elegance of model and finish. Simplicity and 
thoroughness of construction. Speed, ease of operation and management, and quietness 
of movement. A genuine Wheeler & Wilson machine for $15 is the biggest bargain 
ever heard of in sewing machines. There have been plenty of chain stitch machines offered for $15, but never 
even a cheap lock stitch, and Wheeler & Wilson machines are THE BEST IN THE WORLD. This isan vppertunity that no one 
with the slightest need, present or prospective, of a sewing machine, should miss, as i¢ will newer occur again. To 
the thousands of women unable to buy a Wheeler & Wilson at its regular price, we offer an inestimable boon, avd for trade and spec- 
ulation itisararechance. If you do not need the machine for yourselfit isa chance to make an elegant present that will never again 
offer. If you have friends in Boston send them to examine the machine; if not, we will send it, on receipt of price, ($15,) to any 
address, either by express or freight, to any part of the world, or, on receipt of $5 to guarantee charges, we willsend it by express, 
C. O. D., with privilege of examination before paying balance, to any point east of the Mississippi and north of Virginia. J/ sent by 
Sreight payment in full must come with order; the freight charges are about one-fourth the express charges. When the machine is 
paid for in advance we will put in, free, 4 extra bobbins, ly doz. needles and 1 extra gauge screw. These extras will not be given 
Sree when sent C. O. D. A thread book, two wrenches, oil can and complete inetruction book go with each machine N. B. WE 
HAVE ABOUT ON® HUNDRED AND THIRTY OF THESE MACHINES IN FULE. CABINET CASES, soup Brack wal- 
eer, PANELLED, wits ivsitpe DRawers AND ELEGANTLY FINISHED, tHe reovtar $60 *TYLE. 
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. SEND THE FULL CABINET STYLE FOR . We warrant everything exactly as represen ted, 
or we will refund money and pay return charges. @ refer to any editor or express company in our city fou can, if you choose, 
send your money by express, and the express company will come to our store and get the machine and deliver it to you Address 
THE TURNER M’F’G CO., 93 Water Street, Boston, Mass. We are the only firm in the United 
States who can furnish a genuine Wheeler 4 Wilson machine for $15. Former price of this Machine before the late reduction was $70 





_ FREE 


‘to CHORISTER or.SUPERINTENDENT. 


\NIBRNATIONA 7 


“ni 


186 choice new pieces of Music, covering all the Suuday School Lessons for 1879. Contains also a Compre- 
hensive Index of OLB SUNDAY SCHOOL TUNES suited to its NEW WORDS, so that the Lesson Hymns can be sung 
to FAMILIAR TUNES where circumstances will not admit of learning the new. Words for Music selected from 
over 800 different Poems written opeeenty for it. Music from over 600 pieces. 

The Songs submitted to an actual SCHOOL TEST before ju and marked by the scholars as weil as the 

















judges. The Book the work of over 115 different writers, embracing nearly all the best talent in that line. 
ord Edition, paper cover, $5 100; cloth or board cover, per 100 5 pe ular Music Edition, board 
cover, $20 Officers’ Edition, words and music, with Manual on using m the S. S., 30 cents each. 


per 100. ic 
FREE TO CHORISTER or SUPERINTENDENT. On receipt of 15 cents, for postage and mailing, and assurance 
that party is Superintendent or Chorister, we will send sample copy of Officers’ Edition and 6 cent Word 
Edition free (but to no one else positively). 


Specimen page mailed free. 
Address DAVID Cc. COOK, Publisher, 46 Madison St., Chicago. 


3 CENTS | 


Will secure THE NATIONAL ee for April, May, and June. 
The Quarterly contains 32 pages, an ‘side two pages devoted to each lesson, 
there are 6 pages of Music, a Map showing the extent of the three captivities, a 
Model Program, an Opening Responsive Exercise, a Review Exercise, and a 
Missionary Lesson, The Questions are Clear, Stimulating, and Thorough. The 
Type is Plain and Distinct, and the appearance of the page Open and Attractive. 


20 CENTS 


Will secure THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER on trial. for 


3 months. Regular yearly subscription, $1.50; clubs of » or more, $1.25 each. 
ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, ILL. 


| MAGIC LANTERNS. 





PARLOR FURNITURE. 























408. WALTON. JOS, L. SCOTT. y A 
«| WALTON & Scort, |2 
ay | And STEREOPTICONS, all prices. VIEWS fllustrating 
1 3} pe my hn yh naa oy amen ms MAIC 
, A | \ a \ AKERS ' LANTERNS for CHURCH and SUNDAY-8CHOOL Entertain- 
| 2 y ments and Home Amusement. 14 pose catalogue 
6 Be tat st MP6 5 free. McALLISTER, M’/’g Optician 49 Nassau 8t., N. Y. 
v NM pacinhentigisdinncud A neinkeantadbelage ann scincecedbenadgdinstd 
:}150 No. NINTH ST. : MACIC LANTERNS 
AND STEREOPTICONS. 
= PHILADELPHIA, a wet Public, Runtoretes. ond ame —— 
(Late of 262 S. Second, and former- Cc MILLIGAN. 72 Ch ee Oe aware 
; ‘ yr, nut St., Phil 
@ iy of 413 Walnut Street.) 44 Profitable gan I Be eg ilad’a 
Prices Greatly Redaced. 
pa BED-ROOM SUITS. { Sn ae en — 





DOOR LIFTER. 
Good News. With this little jack a boy of 
ten years can safely oil squeaking doors, 
for it will not throw them off their hinges. 


Daily Sales of hundreds,and the 
invariable testimony is and must be: 


















»** That * Yale esks are Saves time, temper, and perves. Sent 
~f, veat, well made, firm on the prepaid to any adqyess in the United States 
@ chair, roomy, applicable to on receipt of pricé, $1.00. Agents wanted. 
all arm-chairs, instantly S. B. FORBES, West Winsted, Conn. 
A put on or off, or nye eg “ 
desired, can be used in any place anc tT 170 
(for anyone) is handier and WARN ER BRO re) CORSETS 
better to smite on than is anything else.” phys ‘ x » Biche tal Semetore 
Sent to any part of the U. S., pre- wim Received the Highest Meda! atthe recent 
paid, for $2.50. Write address \ ae Wil Spa > PARIS EXPOSITION, 
plainly, 22 dsend money safely, e i} over all American competitors, Their 
= to prop’r’s., J. A. Park & Co., 


| > Lansing, Mich. N.B.-Same FLEXIBLE HIP CORSET, 


5 120 bones) fits with perfect ease. and is 
J po terms to trade and agents as Wersanted pot to break down over the 
ORE WAAL Ee eee eo nitions, desert bipe, “Price by mally $1-25. 
eres nt, MEALTM CORSET... 
Great Reduction in Price. issoft and flexible ard contains no bones. 
Price by mall, $1.50. Nursing Corsets, 
CAXTON PRESS. $1.75. 


by leading Merchants 





For Sa'e 
Belt Tae one. ge.| WARNER BRO’S, 351 Broadwey, N. Y. 
, from §25 to $56; will do the | ~ 
work of a #0. P Presses from In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
CURTIS & MITCHELL, 


concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publisher, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 


sr.. ¥¥. | Geoment in The Sunday School Times. 
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FROM ADVERTISERS 


From F. H. Revell, Publisher, Chicago, Il. 

Have had about two hundred orders for sample 
copies from one insertion of our small advertisement 
in The Sunday School Times. 

From preys Publishing Co., Chicago, Ill 

June 23, ] 

The circulation of our Everybody’s Paper has 

increased 20,000 copies in the last six months, and we 
| attribute it in a large measure to advertising in The 
| Sunday School Times. We consider it the best adver 
| Using medium ir this country. 
' 


[From Charles F, Hill, manufacturer of the Folding 
Book Case, Hazleton, Pa.) 
Allow me t6 commend The Sunday School Times as 
a very Valuabi onvees medium. The returns my 
| advertisement ithe Folding Book Case brought me, 
| far exceeded an per I ever tried. I cannot under- 
stand this, but now it is so. 


From the Star Parlor Organ Factory of Alleger, 
f Bowlby, & Co., Washington, N. J.) 

Tt is sim justice to to that our standi 
it. 7. 4 inch has paid us a hundred fold’ 
and when we have used large space on 8 occa- 
sions we have always 
profitable returns. 

{from Croft, Wilbur, & Co., Manufacturers ot Confec- 

tionery, Philadelphia.—January 7, 1878.] 

After extensive newspaper acivertising, we can 
truthfully say that no r has brought us so good 
returns as The Sunday Boi ool Times. An advertise- 
ment inserted in ita col drought us cash orders 
from the larger share of all the states in the Union. 


[From J. J. Wilson, 763 Broadway, New York, Manu- 
facturer and Exhibitor of Stereopticons.—February 








+ ® pleasure to me to inform you that my adver- 
«i.Oy m The papier Times has been the most 
satisfactory of any I have ever done, without excep- 
tion. Before I had seen the issue containing first 
advertisement, numerous letters satisfied me I had 
found a medium ofthe greatest value. I am glad to 
rigidly exclude advertisements which 


due to this fact. 


{From Horace Waters & Sons, Dealers in Pianos, 
Organs, etc., 40 East 14th Street, New York.—Feb- 
ruary 16, 1877.] ™ a 
We take pleasure in saying that as an vertising 

medium we consider The Sunday School Times one 

of the best we use. 


{From William Syckelmore, Printer and Publisher, 

Philadeiphia.—August 31, 1877.] 

I have been much gratified with the success attend- 
ing my advertisement in The Sunday School Times 
and shall avail myself in the future of that paper as a 
medium superior to any other within the range of my 
experience. 


[From T. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprietor of Pinck- 
ney’s for Schools and Teachers, 3 Union 
ew York. 
ied with the returns from my 
adv e Sunday School Times that [ 
feel impelled to report the to you. I think I mcy 
safely say I have received more answers from m. 
advertisement in this paper than from any other 
have employed. 


[From M. W. Smith & Co., 140 La Salle St., Chicago, 
UlL—January 16, 1877.] 
More than three hundred letters were received from 
our one advertisernent in The Sunday School Times. 


From A. J. Weidener, Proprietor, during the Centen- 
Uoial sonson, of the Prandin Hotel, Philadelphia — 

July 31, 1876.) 

I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of Lu_ 
best mediums for advertising many branches of busi- 
ness. Ido say conscientiously that I haye heard from 
my advertisement in = paper oftener than from any 
other paper In which [ have advertised this season. 


{From M. T. Richardson, Publisher of the House 
eeger’s Companion, 29 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.—January 19, 1877.] 

It is ve tifying during these times to find now 
and Lien s paper that bringssomething likean adequate 
return for the money invested. I ve been agree 
ably Guapeees with the results of my advertisement 
in your columns, 


[From the Papyrograph Co., Norwich, Conn.—Janw 

ary 29, 1877.] 

We have received a large number of applications 
or the Papyrograph from persons who refer to you, 
neluding one to-day from England. 

We consider yours the best medium we have tried so 
ar, and feel well satisfied with the business the adver- 
tisement has brought us. 


{From Brown’s Flexible Weather Strip Co., 17 Dey St., 

New York. 

It is but just to your valuable paper, that we acknowl- 
edge its superior merits as an advertising medium, 

Having thoroughly tested it, and watched carefully 
the results, we can honestly state that our advertise- 
ment in The Sunday School Times brought us more 
cash orders than did our advertisement in any other 
five religious papers. Some heavy mails consisted 
largely of orders for goods in which it was stated that 
the advertisement was seen in The Sunday School 
Times. These orders were from all parts of the 
country. 





The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements is 15 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each inser- 
tion, whether for one time or more. It is believed that 
this uniferm low rate, which makes THE SUNDAY 
ScHooLt Times the cheapest ativertising medium, by 
far, among the religious weeklies, will meet with the 
= approval of advertisers. The rate for Read- 
ng Notices (bourgeois type, leaded) in the Business 
Department, will 50 cents per counted line for each 
insertion, and for Special Notices (solid agate) 30 cents 
per line for each insertion. 


rete JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher. 


Best Sewing Machine in the Wurlid. 
Da 












Beautiful, 7 —_ Swift, 
Durable, Simple, 
Strong, Light, 


Silent. \S Neos a 


AUTOMATIC 


NOISELESS SEWING MACHINE. 
The great popularity of this machine has induced 
lealers in common tension machines to claim automatic 
and other features belonging exclusively tous. Examine 
and judge for yourself before purchasing. 
WEG.) 
Pat. Mar. 19, 1861. ! 
Send for Illustrated Leaflet and Descriptive Circular. 
WILLCOX & BPS SLM ereP Veer N.Y 
1127 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 


ARTIFICIAL LIMBS 
guaranteed, 


Best and Chea t, Satisfi 
Soldiers’ abe 


Easy. 


\ Every genuine needle is thus stamped. Buy 
noother, Needles, &c., sent by mail, 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


Dodd, Mead, §& Company’ s 
ECONOMICAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS 


The marked success of their Economical Libraries, of which over 90,000 volumes have been sold, has led the pub- 
lishers to prepare a new Library for 1879 and to make a 


SWEEPING REDUCTION 


in prices of all their Sunday-school and Juvenile Books. Nearly all of these are now included in their HEARTHSTONE 
Y, issued in two series, each uniformly bound, the volumes of which are sold separately. 
The aim has been to make each of these series not only cheap but 


TRULY ECONOMICAL, 


That is, to supply books of the best quality at the lowest price. Some of their most valuable publications, including the works 
of Mrs. Charles (author of The Schonberg-Cotta Family), Hesba Stretton, Edward Garrett, Norman Macleod, Elizabeth Stuart 
Phelps, Jacob Abbott, Lyman Abbott, Dr. John Hall. Dr. H. H. Jessup, etc., are found in these series. 

The books are well printed, on firm paper, bound most attractively in the best English cloth, and fully illustrated. 


The following are now ready: 
Economical S.S. Library “C.” 40 Vols., 16mo, $18.50 Net. 


10,922 Pages, 400 Illustrations. 50 Catalogues with each Set. 
CATALOGUE. | CATALOGUE. 


) Father’s and Mother's Comfort, by Mrs. Boyd. | Little Brown Girl. by Esme Smart, 


[April 5, 1879. 











August and Elvie, by Jacob Abbott. &chooner Mary Ann. by Jacob Abbott. 


e's Charity, by. Hesba Stretton. 
By Still Waters, Edward Garrett. 
Caselia; or, The Children of the Valleys, by the author 
of the Elsie Books. 
Climbing the Ladder, by A. K. Holt, 
Child Life in New England, by Sarah M. Hall. 
Diary of Kitty Trevylyan, by the author of the Schon- 


| Maiden and Married Life of Mary Powell, by Miss 

| Manning. 

| Miles Standish, Captain of the Pilgrims, by John 8. C. 

| Abbott. 

| My Brother Harold, by Miss Brightwell. 

Note Book of the Bertram Family, by the author of 
Schonberg-Cotta Family. 


The Maid of Stalsund, by J. F. de Liefde. 

Granville Valley, by Jacob 4 bbott. 

an | Hours in the Tiny World, with many illustra- 

tions. 

His Excellency; or, Aline Carruthers and her Friends. 
Half Hours in the Far North, with many illustrations. 
Hard to Win, by Mrs. Geo. Cupples. 

Hunter and Tom, by Jacob Abbott. 


| Letters from Egypt, by Miss Whately. 
| Three Paths in Life, by Ellen Barlee. 
The Last Sheaf, by Mabel. 
The Old Stone House. by Joseph Alden. 
Through a Needle’s Eve, by Hesba Stretton. 
Tom Gillies, and the Knots He Tied and Untied. 
The Young Deserter, a story of the Thirty Years’ War. 
The Rowland Children. by Mrs. Boyd. 


berg-Cotta Family. Norah, by Mrs. Boyd. 1 
a End, by author of Cottage on Shore, | One of the Least, by P. Russell Sharman. —_ Pilmore, the Quaker Soldier. Women of the Arabs, by Dr. Jessu 


p. 
but not Lost, by the author of the Schonberg- | Winifred Bertram, by the author of the Schonberg- 





Dee 
Essie’s Journey and What She Found in It. Premiums Paid to Experience, by Edward Garrett. 4 
Elwood Freeman, by Mrs. Boyd. Peter and Polly, by Marian Douglass. Cotta Family. Cotta Family. 


Economical S. S. Library “B.” 60 Vols., |6mo, $29.00 Net. 


16,462 Pages, 500 illustrations. 50 Catalogues with each Set. 
CATALOGUE. CATALOGUE. 


Alice and Her Friends; or, the Crosses of Childhood. | Deaf Shoemaker. and other stories, by Ph'lip Barrett. | Minnie Carleton, by Mary Belle Bartlett. Glenarvon; or, Holidays at the Cottage, 


Agnes Warrington’s Mistake, by Lucy Ellen Guern- 


sey. 

Bible Lore, by Rev. J. Comper Gray. 

Brought Home, by Hesba Stretton. 

Crooked Places; a Story of Struggles and Triumphs, 
by Edward Garrett. 

Crust and the Cake, by Edward Garrett. 

ey Contest, by the Author of Battles Worth 
Fighting. 

Cousin Bessie; a story of Youthful EKarnestness, by 
Mrs. E. L. Balfour. 

Character Sketches, by Norman Macleod. 

Crew of the Dolphin, by Hesba Stretton. 

Children of the Kast, by H. H. Jessup, D.D., Mission- 
ary in Syria. 

Claire’s Little Charge, by the author of Lonely Lilly. 

Christian Way (The). Whither it Leats, and How to 
Go On, by Rev. Washington Gladden. 

Draytons and the Davenants; astory of the Civil Wars 
e Sagiand, by the author of the Schonberg-Cotta 

‘amily. 


| Gypsy’s Cousin Joy, by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. 

| Gypsy’s Sowing and Reaping, by Elizabeth Stuart 

| Phelps. 

| Gypsy’s Year at the Golden Crescent, by Elizabeth 
Stuart Phelps. 

Geoffrey, the Loliard, by Frances Eastwood. 

Hubert by Jacob Abbott. 

Juno and Georgie. by Jacob Abbott. 

Juno on a Journey. by Jacob Abbott, 

Kemptous (The). by H. K. Potwin. 

King’s Servants (The), by Hesba Stretton, 

Lilllagstones of Lillingstone, by Emma Jane Wor- 

oOlse. 

Little Boots, by Jennie Harrison. 

Lucy's Lite Story, by the author of Lonely Lilly. 

Lonely Lilly, by the author of Twice Found, etc. 





of Lonely Lilly. 

Layman’s Story (A); or, The Experience of John 
Laicus and his Wife in a Country Parish, by Lyman 
Abbott. 


Economical S.S. Library “A.” 





Double Story (A), by George Mardonald. 

David Lioyd’s Last Will, by Hesba Stretton. 
rly Dawn; or. Sketches of Christian Life in Eng- 
land in the Olden Times, by the author of the 
Schonberg-Cotta Family. 

Familiar Talks to Boys, by Rev. John Hall, DD. 

Faire Gospeller (The): Mistress Anne Askew, by the 
author of Mary Powell. 


| Fintand Family; or, Fancies Taken for Facts, by 


Susan Peyton Cornwall 


| Henry Willard; or. The Value of Right Principles, by 


.M. Trow ge. 
Household of Sir Thomas More, by the author of 
ay PS 
Happy Land; or, Willie, the Orphan, by the author of 
pnely Lilly. 


Little Nan; or. a Living Remembrance, by the author | Half Hours in ihe Great Deep, With 100 Illustrations 


. Lawrence; or, the World College, by Margaret 
E. Teller. 
Frank Forrest; or, The Life of an Orphan Boy, by 
David M. Stone. 


50 Vols., !6mo, 


Gypsy Breynton, by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. 
ary Osborne, by Jacob Abbott. 
mapas, by C. ©. Fraser Tytler, author of Jasmine 
Leigh. 

Nelly’s Dark Days, by Hesba Stretton. 

On Both Sides of the Sea: A Story of The Common- 
wealth*and the Restoration, iby the author of the 
Schonberg-Cotia Familv. 

Old Back Room (The), by Jennie Harrison. 

Polly and Winnie: a story of the Good Samaritan, by 
the author of Lonely Lilly &c. 

Russell Family (The), by Anna Hastings. 

Syrian Home Life, by Rev. H. H. Jessup, D.D. 

Starling (The), by Norman Macleod. 

Tom Burton; or, The Better Way. 

Toil and Trust; or, The Life Story of Patty, by Mrs. 
EK. L. Balfour. 

Twice Found, by the author of Lonely Lilly. 

Victory of the Vanquished: A Story of the First Cen- 
tury, by the author of the Schonberg-Cotta Family. 

Wonderful Life. A Life of Christ, by Hesba Stretton. 

Wandering May, by the author of Lonely Lilly, &e. 


$24.50 Net. 





13,356 Pages, 500 Illustrations. 50 Catalogues with each Set. 
CATALOGUE. CATALOGUE. 


) 
} 
| 
| 


| Orphan’s Triumphs, by H. K. Potwin. 


Against the Stream, by the author of the Schonberg- 
Cotta Family. 

Amy Carr, by Caroline Chesebro’ 
Ancient Egypt, with over forty Ulustrations. 

rewer’s Family, by Mrs. Ellis. 
Buuders of the Sea, with over ferty [lustrations. 
Cherre aud Vislet, by the author of Mary Powell. 
Chronicies of the Schonberg-Cotta Family. 

‘assy. by Hesba Stretton, 


| Doing and Dreaming. by Edward Garrett. 
| Kitty Bourne, with sixty full-page illustrations. 
| Little Fox (The). The Story of McClintock’s Arctic 
i Expedition. 
Lost Gip, by Hesba Stretton. 
| Lucy Lee, by Jane Gay Fuller. 
| Max Kromer, by Hebsa Stretton. 
| Miracles of Faith. A Sketch of the Life of Beate 
Paulus. 


Captsin Christie's Grand-daughter, by Mrs. Lamb | Morning Clouds. by Mrs, Stanley Leathes. 


(Ruth Buck). 
Clifford Housebold, by J. F. Moore. 


Conquering and to Conquer, by the author of the | 


Schon: erg-Cotta Family. 
Count Raymond, by Charlotte Elizabeth. 
Dead Sin (The), by Edward Garrett. 


The above three libraries are uniform in style, and may be used together asone. Exh isina Neat Wooden Cruse Grained Walnut. The volumes are numbered and ready for use. 
41,000 pages for $72. 


logues supplied with each set. 


Sold only in sets, 


Mists of the Valley, by Agnes Giberne. 
Marcella of Rome, by Francis Eastwood. 
Notnieg to Nobody, by Brenda. 


the Cotia Family. 
Oriental and Sacred Scenes, by Fisher Howe. 


Together they contain 150 vols. Ali different. 


Occupations of a Retired Life, by Edward Garrett. 
| Deserter (The), hy Charlotte Elizabeth. 
| Falsehood and Truth, by Charlotte Elizabeth. 
| Frozen North, with forty illustrations 
| For Conscience’ Sake, by the author of Alice Lee’s 
| Discipline. 
| Grahams (The), by Jane Gay Fuller. 
| Gold and Dross, by Edward Garrett. 
Geneva's Shield, by Rev. Wm. M Blackburn. 
| Half Hours in the Far East. W:th one hundred illus- 
trations 
| India, with over forty illustrations 


Note Book ot the Bertram Family, by the author of | Jacques Bouneval, by ‘he author of Mary Powell. 


Judea Capta, by Charlotte Elizabeth. 
Judah's Lion, by Charlotte Elizabeth. 


| Orean (The), with forty illustrations. 
| Philip Brantley’s Life Work, and How He Found It. 
Pastor of the Desert, by Eugene Peletan. 
Robert, the Cabin Boy, by H. K. Potwin. 
| — wanes Words, by author of the Schonberg-Cotta 
‘amily. 
Sovereigns of the B’ble, by Eliza R. Steele. 
Sunlight Through the Mist. Lessons fr.m the Lives 
of Great and Go d Men, 
Spanish Barber, by the author of Mary Powell. 
Uncle John's Fiower Gatherers, by Jane Gay Fuller. 
Winter in Spitzbergen. From the German of C. Hil- 
debr.. ndt. 


50 Cata- 


D., M., & CO.”S HEARTHSTONE LIBRARY, 


For Sunday-Schools and Family Reading. Issued in two series, each uniform in price and style. 


AT AN UNPARALLELED REDUCTION 


FIRST SERIES AT 80 CENTS EACH. 


Containing books of from 300 to 450 pages, such as are usually 
bound in ink and gold, at 80 cents per volume. SOLD SEPARA 


| 23. A Layman’s Story; or, The Experience of John 
Laicus and his Wife in a Country Parish. By 


1. David Lioyd’s Last Will. By Hesba Stretton. 
2. Character Sketches. By Norman Macleod. 

& The Starling. By Norman Macleod. 
Geoffrey, the Lollard. By Frances Kastwood. 
Brewers Family. By Mrs. Ellis 

The King’s Servants. Bv Hesba Stretton. 

. Lost Gip. By Hesba Stretton. 


IR 


Stretton, 

9. Hubert. By Jacob Abbott. 

10. Juno and Georgie. By Jacob Abbott 

ll. Juno on a Journey. By Jacob Abbott. 

12. Mary Osborne. By Jacob Abbott. 

i3. Margaret. By C. C. Fraser Tytler, author of Jas 
mine Leigh. 

i4. Judab’s Lion. By Charlotte Elizabeth. 


15. ar Christie's Grand-daughter. By Mrs. Lamb 
{ 


uth Puck). 

16. Clifford Household. By J. F. Moore. 
17. Count Raymond. By Charlotte Elizabeth. 
18. Cumberst'ne Contest 

Worth Pighting. 
19. Glenarvon; or, Holidays at the Cottage. 
20, The Kemptons. By H. K. Potwin. 
21, Kitty Bourne. W'th sixty full-page illustrations. 
22. Henry Willard; or, The Valueot 

By ©. M. Trowbridge. 





The Wonderful Life. A Life of Christ. By Hesba 


ight Principles. 


ELY. 


Lyman Abbott. 
24, Marceila of Rome. By Frances Eastwood. 
25. Litule Boots. By Jennie Harrison, 
26. Lillingstones of Lillingstone. By Mrs. Worboise. 
27. Our Fred. By Mar ha Finley. 
28. Uncle John’s Flower Gatherers. Py J.G. Fuller. 
29. Oriental and Sacred Scenes. By Fisher Howe. 
30, Sovereigns of the Bible. By Eliza R. Steele. 
31, Winter in Spitzbergen, From the German. 
32. The Old Back Room. By Jennie Harrison. 


7 


33. Finland Family; or, Fancies taken for Facts. By 


Susan Peyton Cornwall. 
34. Syrian Home Life. By H. H. Jessup, D.D. 


i 


Hundred Years Ago. By Marian Douglas, 
36. August & Elvie. By Jacob Abbott. 
37. Hunter & Tom. By Jacob Abbott. 
38. Granville Valley. By Jacob Abbott, 


By the author of Battles | 39. The Schooner Mary Ann. By Jacob Abbott. — 
40. Bible Lore: Chapters on the Rare sigpunesigns, 


Ancient Ver ions, Literary Features, &c., &c., o 


the Bible. By James Comper Gra 


41. Casella; or. the Child: en of the Valleys By Mar- 


tha Finley. Author of the Elsie Books. 


42. The Little Brown Girl. By Esme Stuart. 


A LIBERAL DISCOUNT TO SUNDAY-SCHOOLS UPON THE VOLUMES OF THE HEARTHSTONE LIBRARY. 


Sold by all Booksellers, and by 


jc .¢@ 
phot Dee 27°79 


ive 





ae at from $1.25 to $1.50. Handsomely 


Peter & Polly; or, Home Life in New England a 


IN 


PRICE! 


SECOND SERIES AT 65 CENTS EACH, 


Containing books of from 175 to 300 pages, such as 





1. Gypsy Breynton. By Miinshoth Senars Phelps. 
do 


2. Gypsy’s Cousin Joy. oO. . 

3. Gypsy’s Sowing and Reaping. do. do. 

4. Gypsy’s Year at the Golden Crescent. do. 
| 5. Cassy. By Hesba Stretion. 
| 6 Brought Home. BY Hesba Stretton. 

7. Crew of the Dolphin. By Hesba Stretton. 

8. A Double Stery. By George Macdonald. 
| 9 Deaf Shoemaker, and other Stories. By Philip 
| Barrett. 
| 10. Agnes Warrington’s Mistake. By Lucy Ellen 
| yuernsey. | 
ll. Amy Carr. By Caroline Cheesebro. 
| 12, Fred. Lawrence; or, The World College. By Mar- | 


| garet E. Teller. 
| 18, For Conscience’ Sake. By author of Alice Lee. 
14. Jacques Bonneval. By Author of Mary Powell. 
15. Max Kromer. By Hesba Stretton. 
16, Mists ofthe Valley. By Agnes Giberne. 
17. Morning Clouds. By rs. Stanley Leathes. 
18. Nelly’s Dark Days. By Hesba Stretton. 
19. Nothing to Nobody. y Brenda. 
20. Orphan’s Triumphs. By H. K. Potwin. 
21. Pastor of the Desert. By Eugene Pelletan. 
22. Judea Capta. By Charlotte Elizabeth. 


are asually published at from 90 cents to $1.25. Hand- 


somely bound in ink and gold; at 65 cents per volume. 


' 23. Lucy Lee. By Jane Gay Fuller. 

| 24. The Deserter. By Charlotte Elizabeth. 

24. Paul and Margaret. By H. K. Potwin. 

26. Pate Brantley’s Life Work ; and How He Found 
t 


27. Robert, the Cabin Boy. By H. K. Potwin. 
28. The Russell Family. By Anna Hastings. 
29. Spanish Barver. By author of Mary Powell. 
30. Sunlight Through the Mist. Lessons from the 
Livcs of Great and Good Men. 
31. Minnie Carleton. By Mary Belle Bartlett 
32. Geneva's shield. By Rev. Wm M. Blackburn. 
| 33. The Little Fox; or, The Story of McClintock’s 
Arctic Expedition. By the author of Maggie & 
Wattie. 
. Lonely Lily and Lyucy’s Life Story. 
35. Twice Found and the Happy Land. 
. Wandering May and Little Nan. 
- Polly aaa Winnie and Claire’s Little Charge. 
38. Gems from the Poets for Youthfui Readers. With 
numerous i!l!ustrations. 
39. Letters from Egypt. By Mary L. Whately, author 
of Ragged Life in Egypt. 





DODD, MEAD, & COMPANY, Publishers, 75! Broadway, New York. 
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